TRAFFORD COUNCIL

STATEMENT OF EXECUTIVE DECISION

DATE OF DECISION 15" February 2010 DECISION MAKER
DECISION Executive (Councillors Colledge, Coupe, Cornes,
REFERENCE E/15.02.10-2 Holden, Mitchell, J.R. Reilly, Tolhurst, Mrs. Turner,

A. Williams and M. Young)

RECORD OF THE DECISION

City Reqgion Governance - Consultation

(1) That the Executive notes the document “City Region Governance — A consultation on future
arrangements in Greater Manchester” and notes that the response to the consultation document will
not commit the Council to any final scheme that may be proposed and does not constitute agreement
to participate in the preparation of a scheme under section 109 of the 2009 Act.

(2) That the Executive agrees a response to the consultation document in the following terms:

(a) the establishment of a Combined Authority with responsibilities for economic
development, regeneration and transport

The Executive recognises the potential benefits of a Combined Authority for the Greater
Manchester Region and would wish to be considered part of a Combined Authority providing
satisfactory information and responses are obtained to the following points which are elaborated
upon below:

(e) The Proposed Names for the CA and Joint Committee
(g) Voting Arrangements
(k) Other Issues Raised: a - Review Mechanism

b - Funding Distribution

(b) the establishment of a Joint Committee of the Combined Authority to assume
responsibility for the operational delivery of transport functions.

Agreed, but with reservations.

(c) GMPTE should become an integrated delivery body

Agreed, but with reservations.

(d) the proposed area of the Combined Authority

Agreed

(e) the proposed names for the Combined Authority and the Joint Committee as the
Manchester City Region Authority (MCRA) and the Transport for Greater Manchester
Committee (TFGMC) respectively

The name for the CA should reflect its membership and therefore be known as the Greater

Manchester Regional Authority. This would also be more appropriate looking to the future if the
area of the CA is increased to incorporate additional authorities. We agree to the TfGMC proposal.
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(f) the membership of the proposed Manchester City Region Authority and Transport for
Greater Manchester Committee

Agreed
(g) the proposed voting arrangements

The Executive does not agree with the voting arrangements and believes that the 7:3
arrangements, currently in place for the AGMA Executive Board, have demonstrated that they are
robust and workable, as evidenced by the ability to achieve agreement on the Greater Manchester
Transport Fund. The Executive therefore proposes that the voting arrangements should be based
on a two thirds majority (7:3 for a CA of 10 voting members). In addition to there being a proven
track record for these voting arrangements in AGMA, they are also more equitable and provide
protection for minority groups on the CA.

(h) the proposed functions of the Manchester City Region Authority and Transport for
Greater Manchester Committee

Agreed. However the Council will need to understand how it is proposed that these functions will
be executed at member and officer level.

(i) the proposed scrutiny arrangements

The Executive would like to see a strengthening of these arrangements and proposes that the
scrutiny committees of each District should review the proposed scrutiny arrangements for the CA.

(j) the proposals relating to the current Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Executive
and in particular the proposals to integrate into it various specified transport units and
then re-name it Transport for Greater Manchester Executive

Agreed but with the requirement that the new organisation ensures maximum efficiencies can
be derived from this integration and that additional staff and resources are not simply
subsumed into one larger organisation.

(k) any other issues raised in or by the consultation document.

a. No formal Review Mechanism has been provided for and this is a concern. A mechanism
for an ‘Exit Route’ from the CA should be included in the proposals in the event that the
arrangements transpire to be to the detriment of a particular authority. A formal review
should take place at regular intervals which would then allow authorities to withdraw from
the CA arrangements.

b. It is important that an agreement is reached on the mechanism that provides for an
equitable distribution of all funding across the Greater Manchester Region, be it existing or
devolved.

c. The Executive is still awaiting the answer to a number of questions that have been raised
previously. The answer to these questions, along with a greater degree of detail regarding
the whole of the consultation proposal, would be helpful to further consider our position.

(3) That this decision be classed as urgent and should not be subject to call in, as the consultation
response must be submitted by the end of 15" February 2010.
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REASONS FOR THE DECISION

Further to discussions across the Association of Greater Manchester Authorities (AGMA) region and the
agreement on City Region pilot, the Executive Board of AGMA considered proposals for future
governance arrangements for AGMA at its meeting on 18" December 2009 and resolved to consult on a
draft scheme for the establishment of a combined authority under the Local Democracy, Economic
Development and Construction Act 2009. Consequent on this decision, a consultation document on future
governance arrangements in Greater Manchester has been produced inviting responses from a range of
relevant bodies and organisations by 15" February.

This decision of the Executive sets out the response from Trafford Council to the consultation.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED AND REJECTED AT THE MEETING/BY MEMBERS

None.

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST DECLARED AND ANY DISPENSATION

None.
IMPLEMENTATION DATE PUBLICATION DATE
With immediate effect. (The decision has 17" February 2010

been classified as urgent and not subject
to call-in to enable the Council to response
to the consultation by the end of 15/02/10.) RECORDED BY:

Director of Legal and Democratic Services

RETURN TO DEMOCRATIC SERVICES DIVISION, ROOM 123, TRAFFORD TOWN HALL, TALBOT
ROAD, STRETFORD, M32 0TH, AS SOON AS A DECISION IS MADE OR AS REASONABLY
PRACTICABLE THEREAFTER.
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