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It gives me great pleasure to send 
you the fifth edition of Trafford’s 
‘Business First’ bulletin brought to 
you by Trafford Council.  

In this edition you will find articles on 
the latest business news, support and 
funding opportunities which I hope 
you find useful.

Since the last Business Bulletin, two 
high profile and successful business 
events have taken place, one of which 
was a first for the borough. On the 1st 
of July over 60 companies exhibited 
at Trafford’s first ever Business Expo, 
showcasing the array of companies 
based and trading in Trafford and 
Greater Manchester. The event, 
visited by approximately 350 people, 
provided a unique opportunity for 
businesses to meet and find new 
suppliers, clients and partners. 
Also the Trafford Business Awards 
was held on 10th July at Emirates 
Old Trafford attended by over 200 
professionals. This spectacular event 
demonstrated the vibrancy and 
success of our local businesses and 
the immense contribution they make 
to Trafford. Congratulations to all the 
following worthy winners:

• Business Start Up Award: 
Cook:Manchester

• Altrincham and Sale Chamber of 
Commerce Community Award: 
Challenge 4 Change

• Barclays International Business of 
the Year: Regatta

• intu Trafford Centre Innovation & 
Enterprise Award: RealityMine

• Employer of the Year: McGoff & 
Byrne Ltd

• Green Business Award: Vickers 
Electronic Limited

• Business of the Year (up to 50 
employees): Heatcraft

• Metronet (UK) Ltd Business of the 
Year (over 50 employees): Elmscot 
Ltd

• Young Business Person of the Year: 
Daniel Nolan (the Eword)

• Business Person of the Year: Daniel 
Gidney (Lancashire CCC)

For more information about the support available to businesses, you can follow our Twitter account @TraffordBiz, or look at the 
business section of the Trafford Council website www.trafford.gov.uk/business.  You can contact the team by telephoning 0161 
912 4176 or email business@trafford.gov.uk
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BUSINESS NEWS

£400 MILLION TO FUND GROWTH OF BRITISH INNOVATION
The Technology Strategy Board (TSB) - 
the UK’s innovation agency - published 
its blueprint for growth on 1st July, 
which outlines investments of over 
£400 million in British innovation.

The 2014-15 Delivery Plan (link) 
sets out the Board’s priorities for 
accelerating innovation across the 
UK. It outlines an ambitious plan for 
developing and nurturing the very best 
of British entrepreneurial talent. 

Through 88 new competitions, designed 
to find and fund top innovative ideas, 
key investment areas include: 

• £82 million to energy 

• £80 million to programmes in the 
healthcare sector 

• £72 million to support initiatives in 
high value manufacturing

• £70 million to transport

• £42 million for digital technologies

The Technology Strategy Board will 
introduce a new, UK-wide, small 
and medium-sized business growth 
programme. There will also be a new 
online platform to showcase innovative 
companies to potential investors 
and a further partnership, with the 
International Property Office and UK 
Trade and Investment, will help small 
businesses access intellectual property 
and export advice.
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Friday 4th July saw the launch, at the 
Trafford Park Travel Choices Forum, of a 
major public consultation by Transport 
for Greater Manchester (TfGM). The 
consultation focuses on proposals to build 
a new Metrolink line to improve public 
transport links to Trafford Park.

At 5.5km long with six new stops, the 
new line will provide improved public 
transport to over 1,300 business and 
33,000 employees in Trafford Park, as 
well as over 30 million visitors each year 
to intu Trafford Centre and other visitor 
destinations including EventCity, the 
Imperial War Museum North, Salford 
Quays and Old Trafford.

As part of the public consultation process, 
TfGM would like to hear the views of local 
businesses, residents, community groups 

and anybody else who visits Trafford 
Park for work or leisure. A number of 
exhibitions and consultation events 
are taking place across the borough, 
or you can fill in an online response 
form to provide your feedback. Further 
information is available here: 
www.tfgm.com/haveyoursay. If you 
would like the Metrolink Trafford Park 
Line team to present to your business, 
then please contact them on 0161 244 
1555.

The Trafford Park Travel Choices Forum 
is hosted by TfGM’s Travel Choices Team, 
with the aim of helping businesses in 
Trafford Park to realise the benefits of 
sustainable travel. A number of other 
aspects were discussed at the latest 
forum, including: Sustainable Travel Plans; 
grant funding; car sharing; commuter 

cycling and potential improvements to 
bus routes for Trafford Park.

The next Travel Choices Forum is 
scheduled for November 2014.  For 
further information about the support 
available, or to join the Travel Choices 
Forum, please contact: 
liam.potts@tfgm.com and visit the 
website at 
www.tfgm.com/businesstravel 

THRIVE TRAFFORD PRO BONO BANK
The Thrive Pro-Bono Bank is a pool of 
responsible professionals and business 
leaders with varied skills, knowledge and 
experience who can share their expertise 
with the voluntary sector- and each other. 

Joining the Pro-Bono Bank gives you 
access to a wide range of volunteering 
opportunities which:

• Utilises your skills and knowledge to 
create a positive impact in the local 
community

• Can support you to develop new skills 

• Is a small commitment which is 
flexible 

The Bank provides an easy and flexible 
way to volunteer your time. Could you 
offer over-the-phone marketing advice 
to a social enterprise? Or run a financial 
planning session for the board of a 
charity? 

Thrive will be hosting a networking event 
on 11th September for professionals 
interested in joining the Pro-Bono 
Bank. The event will enable likeminded 
professionals to come together, network 
and find out more information about 
how to get involved with local good 
causes. Come along and enjoy a free 
drink!

www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thrive-
trafford-pro-bono-bank-networking-
event-tickets-12241860735

If you would like to express an interest, 
or require further information please 
contact Thrive Trafford’s website 
www.thrivetrafford.org.uk or email 
info@thrivetrafford.org.uk with the 
subject line ‘Pro-bono bank’. 

NEW METROLINK LINE PROPOSED FOR 
TRAFFORD PARK

https://www.innovateuk.org/documents/1524978/2138994/Delivery%20Plan%202014-15


BUSINESS SUPPORT

NEW MESSAGING SYSTEM MAKES OUR 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY SAFER

Businesses can now stay one step ahead 
of rogue traders, scams and cons with 
a FREE service which sends out timely 
warnings. Trafford iBAN, which stands 
for “informed Business Alert Network” 
is a service now available to all business 
in the borough. Members of the scheme 
can either opt for a pre-recorded phone 
message or email to inform them about 
potential rogue traders. 

Members are also encouraged to spread 

the message to neighbouring businesses 
and colleagues to warn them of potential 
scams. As a member, you will be 
positively encouraged to report anything 
suspicious to Trading Standards – you 
may not have fallen for the scamster’s 
patter but the next business they call may 
do and an iBAN Alert could prevent this.

Trading Standards will work closely 
with Greater Manchester Police to 
bring you well-timed messages about 

what is happening locally and, where 
appropriate, national trends. We may 
also inform you of changes to legislation 
to help you comply with trading laws.

Further details, including registration 
forms, are available at any Trafford 
library, by emailing 
trading.standards@trafford.gov.uk, 
or by phoning Julia Bentley on 
0161 912 1377

ENWORKS

ENWORKS delivers the Green Growth 
service as part of the Business Growth 
Hub. It helps businesses to grow by 
using resources more efficiently and 
by taking advantage of the transition 
to a low carbon economy. 

To date, its services have helped 
businesses to save over £208 million, to 
win or retain sales worth £355 million 
and to create or safeguard over 8,150 
jobs.

There are two strands of support 
available to SMEs in Greater Manchester: 

1. Resource efficiency

This helps companies to boost 
their productivity and increase their 
profitability by reducing their use 
of energy, materials and water in 
day-to-day operations. It also helps 
business to reduce their exposure to 
environmental risks thus increasing 
their competitiveness and resilience.

2. Low carbon sector development

This helps companies in the low 
carbon and environmental goods and 
services (LCEGS) sector to identify and 
capture opportunities for growth. It 
also helps businesses to diversify into 

this growing sector. 

Support package

All businesses are eligible for:

• Free information services: 
www.green-growth.org.uk/DIY
and www.greenintelligence.org.uk

• Training and networking events:
www.businessgrowthhub.com/events 

Depending on company size, sector and 
potential for growth, eligible SMEs can 
also receive one-to-one support from an 
expert, including:

• An on-site, impartial review to identify 
barriers & opportunities for business 
improvements and growth

• Ongoing assistance to research 
and implement recommended 
improvements

• Support to identify new markets and 
win new contracts 

• Online software to track and report cost 
and carbon savings 

Green Growth is funded by the UK 
Regional Growth Fund (RGF) and the 
European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF).

To find out more, visit 
www.green-growth.org.uk or get in 
touch with the ENWORKS team by calling 
0161 237 4181 or emailing
info@enworks.com.
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FUNDING

Funding opportunities are available to support businesses to grow and prosper. In each 

Business Bulletin we will highlight a number of these, but please contact us directly if you 

would like to learn more about potential funding opportunities available to your business.

REGIONAL GROWTH
FUND ROUND 6

Round 6 of the RGF opened on 19 
June 2014. At least £200 million of RGF 
support is being made available for this 
round and bidders have until midday 
on 30 September 2014 to submit their 
applications to the Fund. Those bids 
that are selected for support will have 
until March 2017 to draw down the RGF 
funding.

Round 6 remains focused on the private 
sector and bids will only be accepted 
from wholly private organisations, such 
as limited companies and universities. 
The minimum bid threshold is £1 
million. The RGF continues to operate in 
England only.

Further guidance to those thinking 
about bidding is available in the 
RGF Round 6 leaflet (Link).

FUNDING
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BUSINESS SUPPORT

ACCESS TO FINANCE 
The NW Access to Finance Service is 
delivered by a team of highly experienced 
Specialist Finance Advisors, providing an 
impartial, confidential and professional 
service free of charge to eligible small 
and medium-sized business in the North 
West.

No two businesses are the same, that’s 
why A2F’s approach is individually 
tailored to the needs of each company 
they work with.

The services they offer include:

• An assessment of your financial 
position and funding requirements

• Development of your business plan 
with financial and other supporting 
information

• Identification of the finance products 
that are appropriate for your 
business 

• Coaching and mentoring to develop 
an investment proposition and pitch 
presentation

• Introductions to suitable finance 
providers including access to NW 
Business Angels

• Introductions to other business 
support and financial service 
providers

• Support at meetings with lenders 
and investors

A2F services are also offered in a 
group learning environment.  Through 

their regular, free, Investment Ready 
workshops, business owners and 
managers are able to improve their 
business plans, increase their knowledge 
of developing financial forecasts, 
learn about different finance products 
available and also the legal implications 
of accepting offers of finance.  

For more information and to arrange an 
initial meeting visit www.a2fnw.co.uk or 
telephone 0161 359 3050.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/regional-growth-fund-round-6-guidance-for-applicants-and-bidders


START-UP SPOTLIGHT

EVENTS 
CALENDAR

Commercial property company, 
Canmoor, has announced the winner 
of its 2014 North West Entrepreneur 
Award.  Now in its second year, 
the Award celebrates young and 
dynamic business ideas and is run in 
collaboration with Greater Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce and Trafford 
Council, who co-judge the competition. 
Criteria for the winning business include 
being able to demonstrate capacity for 
sustainable growth, creative thinking 
and employment generation.

The winner of this year’s Award, Ivy Bell 
Baking Kits, is the brainchild of owner 

and former professional pastry chef, 
Verity Gaughan, and offers ‘bake in 
the box’ cake kits based on traditional 
recipes using natural ingredients. Ivy 
Bell Baking Kits was selected on the back 
of Verity’s clear vision for the business 
and the success the new venture has 
achieved so far, producing the baking 
kits from Verity’s home kitchen.

In winning the award, Verity will enjoy 
12 months’ complimentary business 
accommodation courtesy of Canmoor at 
the company’s Longwood Park estate in 
Trafford Park. 

Competition runners up, Copson Ltd. 
and Drop City Ltd. were also awarded 
for their efforts and received highly 
advantageous rates on two other 
Canmoor properties within Trafford 
Park.

Application for next year’s competition 
will be advertised in the spring.

For further information about Ivy Bell 
Baking Kits please view their website 
www.ivybellbakingkits.com 

For a full list of locally held seminars, networking opportunities 
and master classes, please visit the What’s On section at                         
www.trafford.gov.uk/business   
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LOCAL ENTREPRENEUR WINS ZERO COST 
BUSINESS ACCOMMODATION THROUGH 
CANMOOR COMPETITION

CONTACT
Economic Growth Team
Trafford Council
Tel: 0161 912 4176
Email: business@trafford.gov.uk
www.trafford.gov.uk/business

FUNDING

ADVANCED MANUFACTURING SUPPLY CHAIN 
INITIATIVE
Companies can now bid for a share 
of £100 million from the Advanced 
Manufacturing Supply Chain Initiative 
(AMSCI), a government scheme to help 
strengthen domestic supply chains and 
bring manufacturing back to the UK.

The funding will provide research and 
development support, skills training and 

investment capital and encourage major 
new suppliers to ‘reshore’ in the UK. Five 
previous rounds of AMSCI funding have 
secured nearly half a billion pounds of 
public-private investment for 44 projects 
in the UK. 

Previous recipients of AMSCI funding 
have included technology for increasing 

the scale of 3D printing of metals and 
reshoring the manufacture of cats’ eyes 
from overseas to the UK.

Full competition details and information 
can be found on the AMSCI 2014 
website (www.financebirmingham.
com/amsci/)


