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Dear Dennis 
TRAFFORD CORE STRATEGY: INTERIM CONSULTATION ON CORE POLICIES L2,L4,L5 W1 AND R5 

The Highways Agency, has undertaken a review of Trafford MBC’s Core Strategy: Further Consultation on Core 
Policies L2, L4, L5, W1 and R5 document as part of the emerging Local Development Framework [LDF]. 
This technical note has been prepared by the Agency on the likely impact of the Preferred Option at the 
Strategic Road Network [SRN] and also responds to the Local Planning Authority’s formal consultation exercise. 
The recommendations, outlined within this technical note, take account of national policy guidance as set out in 
DfT Circular 02/2007 ‘Planning and the Strategic Road Network’. 
The Strategic Road Network [SRN] within Trafford is comprised solely of the M60 (Outer Manchester Ring Road). The M60 provides an orbital route around the Manchester conurbation and links into other key routes of 
local and national importance, such as the M56, M61 and M62. The M60 is categorised as being of a national nature. In having this national role, the Highways Agency has the responsibility for the operation of these routes 
and is responsible for funding improvements to the route. 
Review of the Core Policies L2, L4, L5, W1 and R5 
Trafford MBC initially consulted on their Core Strategy preferred options (July 2008) which was followed by a 
further consultation for a revised preferred option (June 2009). As a result of the initial consultation and further 
interim consultations a hybrid spatial option has been derived. As part of the LDF development process 
infrastructure constraints have been identified, with the phasing of development aspirations to be used to deal 
the issues. 
Through previous responses to Trafford LDF Core Policy Documents the Agency has been encouraged by the 
inclusion of the ‘headline requirement’ for the need for development to be accessed by ‘adequate public 
transport’. The previous consultation on the revised Core Strategy Preferred Option (June 2009) did raised 
concerns regarding the lack of accessibility in Carrington and Partington and the Agency requested some surety 
and assurances that sustainable transport measures are to be implemented at Trafford Park. The further 
consultation for policies L2, L4, L5 W1 and R5 do not relate to these previous concerns so the Agency have 
reiterated the comments above as they are vital for ensuring the impact on the SRN can be managed and 
mitigated against. 
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This consultation document has been issued by Trafford MBC to bring matters of policy from the non-statutory 
Supplementary Planning Documents in to the Statutory Core Strategy document. The following response 
focuses wholly on the contents of the latest consultation document in relation to the Core Policies L2, L4, L5, 
W1 and R5. 
Core Policies 
L2 Meeting Housing Needs 
This policy sets out the Councils requirement to ensure that sufficient land is made available to meet RSS 
targets and that there is an adequate mix of housing types and sizes to meet the needs of the community. 
The Agency supports the proposal that all new residential development will be assessed to determine what 
housing needs are required by the Borough. It should be noted that the appropriate housing developments 
should be located to ensure the SRN is not impacted on by unsuitable land allocation. The requirements for 
new developments could be strengthened to support this by including a need to be in accordance with policy 
‘L4: Sustainable Transport and Accessibility’, as is already included for ‘L7: Design’. 
The Agency are keen to see housing sites allocated in areas of good accessibility, close to key services and 
opportunities and close to sustainable transport routes and links. By locating development sites in these areas, 
this will help to reduce the need to travel by private car and reduce the overall demand for the SRN. 
As a general rule, the Agency will discourage any large scale housing developments close to the SRN which 
may have an adverse or a material impact on safety and operation, unless it is demonstrated within the 
accompanying LDF documents or evidence base, that the impact on the SRN can be minimised through the use 
of sustainable modes. 
L4 Sustainable Transport and Accessibility 
This policy focuses on the parking standards for new developments. The standards set out in the Core 
Strategy have been prepared in accordance with wider policy documents, including emerging work on the RSS 
Partial Review. The standards included in the policy specify the requirements which each development will 
normally be expected to provide. 
The Agency supports the principles of Core Policy L4 as it aims to promote sustainable travel choices as part of 
a package of measures. The parking extract taken from Policy L4, has been reviewed by the Agency, and is 
considered that this should enhance the opportunities to locate development in the most sustainable locations. 
In addition the Agency is encouraged by the following statement within Core Policy L4: 
The standards are intended to mitigate the impact of parking needs and encourage a modal shift to more 
sustainable modes of transport and minimise the dangers to public highway safety and the loss of amenity and 
convenience likely to be caused by on-street parking. 
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L5 Climate Change 
Policy L5 outlines the focus on climate change in the Borough. The policy states a need for climate change to 
be considered at all stages of the development process in order to ensure that all development minimises 
impacts and mitigates those effects. 
The Agency has previously noted that there were concerns with regard to the lack of assessment of 
developments upon air quality. It is unclear whether these assessments have been indentified therefore the 
Agency reiterate the request that air quality assessments of the strategic sites and strategic locations should be 
undertaken to differentiate between the impacts of planned and unplanned developments. 
W1 Economy 
Trafford have identified that in order for Trafford to remain competitive and contribute to the growth of the 
economy of the sub-region, it needs to continue to diversify its range of employment types. The policy aims to 
facilitate the continued modernisation and revival of industrial and commercial activity through the release of 
sufficient and appropriate land. 
The Agency considers that the transformation of the industrial storage and distribution units should benefit the 
whole of Trafford. In support of developing the economy, ensuring that the transport infrastructure and 
sustainable travel options are provided will be required. In relation to this policy the Agency support the 
aspiration to improve the transport infrastructure, particularly in relation the improvements that would facilitate 
more integrated and frequent services. 
Any significant development proposed should be undertaken using a masterplan approach to ensure that public 
transport improvements are in place before new developments are occupied. In addition the Agency are 
supportive of the allocation of employment land outside of the core areas would only be permitted where there is 
access to other modes of transport to the private car. 
The Agency has noted that in Table W1 Carrington is identified to have the highest allocation of new 
employment land. As previously identified the Agency is concerned by the development aspirations for 
Carrington due to its poor public transport accessibility and the potential for adverse impact to arise at the SRN 
if the area is developed without infrastructure. 
Public transport infrastructure needs to be explicitly identified and phased in accordance with any development 
proposals at this site, to ensure that any impacts at the M60 are kept to a minimum. 
R5 Open Space and Recreation 
This policy focuses on the availability of open space, sport and recreation facilities. The policy states that by 
adding to the attractiveness of the Borough, there is potential to encourage potential investors and thereby help 
stimulate urban regeneration. 
The Agency is not required to respond on this Core Policy. 
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Conclusions 
The consultation period has allowed the Agency the opportunity to comment upon the issues pertinent to the 
operation and safety of the Strategic Road Network, which plays a key role in the Borough of Trafford, as well 
as having a regional and national function. 
The Agency is generally supportive of the alteration to the Core Strategy Policies outlined within the latest 
consultation document. The principles of sustainable development and providing alternative travel options to 
the private car are evident in the Core Strategy. The Agency considers that where opportunities exist to 
strengthen the links between sustainable development and travel they should be implemented. This has been 
identified in Core Policy L2 where there is an opportunity to relate the housing need to the Policy L4 which 
focuses on Sustainable Transport and Accessibility. 
Overall, the Agency will continue to work proactively with Trafford MBC to ensure sustainable sites and land 
allocations are brought forward, which are ultimately delivered on a sustainable basis whilst minimising the 
operation and safety of the SRN. 

Please feel free top contact me if you wish to discuss any of the issues raised. 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs Lindsay Alder 
Strategic Planning Team North West 
Email: lindsay.alder@highways.gsi.gov.uk 
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Name: Councillor Bernard Sharp 
Date received: 27/11/09 (Telephone conversation between Cllr Sharp and 

Clare Taylor-Russell) 
Table R5 
Paragraphs 6.12-6.14 
There is a need to plan for burial grounds over the Plan period. In particular 
there is a need to plan for sufficient numbers of segregated burial grounds, to 
accommodate different faiths. 
As a result Table R5 needs to be more explicit in terms of meeting the burial 
ground needs of all faiths over the plan period.


























