
Can we really understand the Victorians by studying the Royal Jubilee Exhibition 
of 1887? 

This project has been created in order that pupils will be able to visit Trafford 
Local Studies and engage in a historical enquiry that will develop their 
understanding of the diverse experiences of Victorian men and women (Key 
Concept 1.2).  

The project can also be effectively taught in schools by teachers. Therefore, 
within this pack there is a detailed scheme of work, resources and advice on how 
they can be used, as well as PowerPoint presentation. The full project is three 
lessons. However, it is possible to take any part of one or more lessons, or to 
simply teach one out of the three. It is also appropriate to use the resources in 
other ways. This is just one example of how the sources, once collected and 
organised could be used. 

If this project is completed at Trafford Local Studies all of the three main 
questions could be approached in a session, rather than across lessons in the 
three part format. 

This project will aim to incorporate the National Curriculum Key Concept 1.2 
(cultural, ethnic and religious diversity) and Key Processes 2.1 (historical 
enquiry), 2.2 (using evidence) and 2.3 (communicating about the past). If a final 
discussion or lesson is added to assess the legacy of Industrialisation of 
Manchester on its current state today, then Key Concept 1.3 (change and 
continuity) could also be addressed. 

Contents 

• Scheme of work. 

• Aims and outlines of the three lessons. 

• Information about the Royal Jubilee Exhibition and key facts. 

• Source packs with written and visual contemporary materials. 

• PowerPoint presentation. 

• Resources list and information for use at Trafford Local Studies. 



The Royal Jubilee Exhibition 

Background 

After the success of the 1851 Great Exhibition at Crystal Palace in London, 
other cities too began to hold their own expositions. In 1857, Manchester had 
held the Art Treasures Exhibition which was visited by Queen Victoria herself. 
In the nineteenth century, Manchester was a great manufacturing district and 
home to many professional and businessmen. They were interested in art and 
culture and able to organise an event on the scale of a great exhibition. 

During 1886, London, Liverpool and Edinburgh all held Exhibitions; therefore the 
Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria’s reign the following year would present an 
ideal opportunity for Manchester to hold a new exhibition to rival any of those. 

Mr Ellis Lever of Bowdon began to write to local newspapers in April 1886 
suggesting that Manchester should hold an exhibition to commemorate the 
event. By May petitions were signed by local people and sent to the Mayors of 
Salford and Manchester (Newton, p.5). 

The White City site, that would actually become the location of the Jubilee 
Exhibition, had previously been the Royal Botanical Gardens, part of the 1857 
Exhibition.  

The Exhibition 

The Exhibition was opened on Tuesday 3rd May 1887 by the Prince of Wales 
accompanied by his wife. While open, the Exhibition was visited by royalty, 
including: the Crown Prince of Greece (Prince Philip’s grandfather); the Duke of 
Cambridge; the Duke and Duchess of Teck and their daughter, Victoria (later 
Queen Mary, consort of George V); the Princes of Japan and Thailand; and 
several Indian Princes, including the Rao of Cutch (Newton, p. 11). The Exhibition 
was also attended by W. E. Gladstone. 

As well as these illustrious visitors, many children were sent, paid for by local 
benefactors including John Rylands and James Williamson M.P. (Newton, p. 11). 

The Exhibition itself was huge (see the dimensions in the Key Facts section). It 
included exhibitions on music, industry, machinery, and art. There were large 
dining rooms for all classes and a replica ‘Old Manchester’ complete with Roman 
gateways and Manchester Cathedral. A huge fountain, named Fairy Fountain, 
stood in the grounds of the Botanical Gardens and lit up at night. 



Key Facts 

• The Exhibition was open for 192 days. 
• 4,765,000 people visited the exhibition. 
• Highest attendance for one day was 74,600. 
• Lowest attendance on one day was 14,000. 
• Day tickets were ½ crown on Fridays, but a shilling on others. 
• The Grand Avenue was 330 feet long and 60 feet wide. 
• The Dome was 90 feet wide and 150 feet high. 
• The machinery in motion room was 510 feet by 210 feet. 
• The Exhibition was open from 9am to 10pm every day. 
• The Exhibition was opened by the Prince of Wales. 
• 174 visitors were treated for injuries during the 192 days it was open. 
• The architects, Maxwell and Tuke, also designed Blackpool Tower. 
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What do we 
already know about 

the Victorians?



The Royal Jubilee Exhibition of 1887
We will be using sources 
that were made at the 
time of the Exhibition 
to:

• Find out what was 
important to the 

Victorians.

• Describe what 
Victorian Manchester 

was like.

• Identify what life was 
like for workers at the 

time.



What does the Royal Jubilee Exhibition of 1887 tell us 
about what was important to the Victorians?

• We will be extracting information
 

from sources to 
identify

 
what was important to the Victorians.

• We will be explaining
 

what was important to the 
Victorians.

In 1886, it was decided that 
an Exhibition should be held 
in Manchester to celebrate 
the Golden Jubilee of Queen 
Victoria’s reign.

From the original sources, 
we shall be working out what 
this Exhibition can tell us 
about the Victorians.



What does the Royal Jubilee Exhibition of 1887 tell us 
about what was important to the Victorians?

• Were we able to extract information
 

from sources to 
identify

 
what was important to the Victorians?

• What did we find out was important to the Victorians?

• How did we know this?

• How could we use this
knowledge?



What can we learn about Victorian Manchester from the 
Royal Jubilee Exhibition of 1887?

• We will be extracting information
 

from sources to 
identify

 
key features of Victorian Manchester.

• We will analyse
 

the information to decide what it says 
about Victorian Manchester.

• We will create
 

a diagram to explain
 

the links between the 
Exhibition and Victorian Manchester.



What do you think 
that we need to 

look for?



What do you think 
that we need to 

look for?

Plans of the buildings Photographs of the buildings

Maps of the area

Photographs of the people

Photographs of the area

Descriptions of the people

Comments about the Exhibition

Descriptions on the contents 
of the Exhibition



What can we learn about Victorian Manchester from the 
Royal Jubilee Exhibition of 1887?

• Were we able to extract information
 

from sources to 
identify

 
key features of Victorian Manchester?

• What did we decide that the information said about 
Victorian Manchester?

• Did any issues arise from our diagrams?

• What else would you like to know 
About Victorian Manchester?



Can we understand what life was really like for workers in 
Victorian Manchester by examining the Royal Jubilee 

Exhibition of 1887?

• We will be extracting information
 

from sources to 
identify

 
what life was like for the ordinary workers in 

Victorian Manchester.

• We will be creating
 

role plays to explain
 

what life was like 
for workers, according to the Exhibition sources.



What have we 
learned so far about 

the Victorians?



What have we 
learned so far about 

the Victorians?

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/lessons/2638-popup.htm


Can we understand what life was really like for workers in 
Victorian Manchester by examining the Royal Jubilee 

Exhibition of 1887?

• Were we able to extract information
 

from sources to 
identify

 
what life was like for the ordinary workers in 

Victorian Manchester?

• What issues arose in our role plays?

•What was like for workers, 
according to the Exhibition sources?



As we reach the end of this project can we now 
answer our main enquiry question?

Can we really understand the Victorians by 
studying the Royal Jubilee Exhibition of 

1887?
Think back through all of the sources that you 
have looked at. 

•Do you think that we can?
• Why?



Focus Enquiry Question: Can we really understand the Victorians by studying the Royal Jubilee Exhibition of 1887? 

Lesson Lesson Aim/Objective Historical 
content/concepts Learning Activities Resources Differentiation Assessment (with 

reference to NC) 

Key Question: What does the Royal Jubilee Exhibition of 1887 tell us about what was important to the Victorians? 

1 

For pupils to 
extract 
information from 
visual sources to 
explain what was 
important to the 
Victorians. 

Jubilee Exhibition 
Victorian 
Industrial 

Starter: Q&A: 
what do we know 
about the 
Victorians? 
Main: Source 
investigation. 
Pupils choose 
sources and 
analyse. Create a 
speech on what is 
important to 
Victorians. 
Plenary: 
discussion and 
create hierarchy 
of importance. 

Plans with 
industry section. 
Information on 
Old Manchester 
exhibit 
Image pack one 

Use of visual 
sources and 
verbal discussion 
Levelled 
questioning 

Pupils ability to 
chose, evaluate 
and extract 
information from 
sources (2.2a&b) 

Key Question: What can we learn about Victorian Manchester from the Royal Jubilee Exhibition of 1887? 

2 

For pupils to 
analyse 
contemporary 
sources to 
describe 
Victorian 
Manchester. 

Industrial 

 

Starter: Small 
group discussions 
on what are we 
looking for. 
Main: Decide 
which sources 
group want to use 
and extract 

Map of Exhibition 
Details on size 
and attendance 
figures. 
Image pack two 

By outcome – 
ability to 
empathise and 
understand 
different 
experiences 

Ability to 
differentiate 
between 
different 
experiences of 
rich and poor (1.2) 
and to articulate 
this (2.3a&b) 



information to 
create a mind 
map/ poster 
describing 
Victorian 
Manchester. 
Plenary: Present 
our posters to 
the class. 

Key Question: Can we understand what life was really like for workers in Victorian Manchester by examining the Royal Jubilee 
Exhibition of 1887? 

3 

For pupils to use 
contemporary 
newspaper 
accounts to 
establish what 
life was like for 
Victorian workers 
in Manchester at 
the time of the 
Royal Jubilee 
Exhibition. 

Workers 
Industrial 
Revolution 
Slums 

Starter: Think, 
pair, share: what 
have we learned 
so far about 
Victorian life/ 
sources? 
Main: Use 
newspaper 
accounts and 
sources to create 
a role play on 
workers’ lives. 
Plenary: 
Discussion on the 
main issues that 
arose from the 
role plays. 

Manchester 
Guardian quotes 
Image pack three 
 

Variety of 
written sources, 
group work and 
verbal activity. 

Ability in teams 
to investigate and 
reflect on the 
issues (2.1a&b) 

 



Lesson One: What does the Royal Jubilee Exhibition of 1887 tell us about 
what was important to the Victorians? 

Lesson Aim: For pupils to extract information from sources and use to 
explain what was important to the Victorians. 

Lesson Objectives: To enable pupils to: 

• Recall what they know about the Victorians. 
• Extract relevant information from contemporary sources. 
• Explain verbally what was important to the Victorians. 
• Make a judgement as to what was most important to the Victorians. 

Differentiation:  

• Use of visual and written sources. 
• Verbal activities. 
• Variety of questions. 

Resources: 

• Plans. 
• Information on Old Manchester Section. 
• Newspaper quotes and extracts. 
• Image Pack One. 

Starter:  

• Question and answer session: what do we already know about the 
Victorians? 

• Introduce the Royal Jubilee Exhibition using teachers’ information 
pack. 

Main: 

• Pupils chose their own sources from the pack to analyse, and from 
which to extract possible ideas about the Victorians. 

• Using their information and sources, pupils should write a speech 
proclaiming what is important in Victorian Britain in 1887. 

• Perform speeches. 

Plenary: 

• Discuss speeches. 
• See whether as a group it is possible to decide what was the most 

important to the Victorians of all the things that have been 
discussed. 



Image of ‘Old Manchester’.
Taken from the Trafford Lifetimes website.

The Royal Jubilee Exhibition Mancunium

 

Gateway.
(Note the ‘guard’

 

in Roman dress).
Taken from the Trafford Lifetimes website.



The arrival of the Prince and Princess of Wales at the Royal Jubilee
Exhibition

Taken from the Trafford Lifetimes Website.

To the Editor,
Sir, -

 

Since the Queen’s accession to the 
throne many changes have taken place. 
Education has made rapid progress; 
commerce has greatly improved; our 
possessions have extended in many parts of 
the world; and many people now possess 
greater privileges. Many people will 
recollect that the country was thrown into 
grief by the death of the Prince Consort –

 

a 
wise and good prince –

 

and not a few will 
remember the part he took in erecting that 
building of industry –

 

the Exhibition of 
1851. His loss was a blow to the nation, and 
more so to the Queen; but Divine 
Providence has sustained and brought her 
safely through all trials. In celebrating the 
Jubilee, exhibitions will be held in many of 
our large towns, institutions organised, and 
statues erected to the memory of one who 
has done so much for the good and welfare 
of the people. Even in other countries our 
Queen is respected and loved, and looked 
upon as a model sovereign…In the 
celebration of this event the voice of 
loyalty will be heard ringing through the 
land, and the people will be yet more united 
to their sovereign. –

 

I am, &c., H.S.  
Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian, 5th 

February 1887
This issue has a two page description of the visit by the Prince

 
and Princess of Wales to the North-West. There are detailed 
descriptions of their visits to Knutsford, Altrincham, Ashley, 
and Tatton. The exact timings of each stage of the visit are 
also given.

Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian, 7th May 1887



The total area covered by the Exhibition, inclusive of the Botanical Gardens, is 43 acres; 
while the buildings alone occupy 11 acres –

 

a larger area than that of the exhibitions held 
last year in Edinburgh, Liverpool and London. The space devoted to machinery is 135,000 
square feet, which is half as much again as was given for the same purpose in the other 
three exhibitions put together.

Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian, 4th May 1887

The Brooks stand at the Exhibition (weaving and spinning machines).

Taken from Trafford Lifetimes Website.

A writer describing the Royal Jubilee 
Exhibition complained that photographers 
were ‘touching up photographs’

 

(similar to 
airbrushing today). He wrote that ‘in 
obedience to popular demand, a wrinkled 
dame of sixty is made to come out with a 
face as plump as a girl of eighteen’!

Manchester Guardian, 13th May 1887





The Observatory at the Royal Jubilee Exhibition 
by Howard Grubb

Taken from the Trafford Lifetimes Website.

Bandstands and kiosks of the Exhibition. 
(Note the long rows of chairs).

Image taken from Trafford Lifetimes Website.



I am sure that a station at

 

Old Trafford, at the junction of the 
two lines would be a great boon to the inhabitants of 
Withington, Didsbury, Stockport &c., who would be saved no end 
of trouble, time and expense in getting to the forthcoming 
Exhibition. Many of us intend to have season tickets, but...I am

 
sure that the trouble will be almost more than the pleasure we 
shall get in the two or three hours we may spend at the 
Exhibition.

E. A. Whitehead

 

to the Manchester Guardian, 4th February 
1887

Season ticket for the Royal Jubilee Exhibition, 1887.
Image taken from the Trafford Lifetimes Website.

I am not aware that out of that number there was one who 
could without a greater sacrifice than they have any right 
to be called on to make have paid even the smallest sum of 
1s. But they did pay their own railway fare to and from the 
Exhibition…who in the face of fearful odds are nobly 
fighting life’s battle…I am sure it would have touched a 
“Working Man’s”

 

heart…to see the sunshine of happiness 
that lit up that poor fellow’s face.

In reply to a letter from a ‘Working Man’, A. Forrest 
explains why it is right to buy tickets to the Exhibition for 

the poorest people 
Manchester Guardian, 22nd June, 1887

Children attending the public elementary schools are to be admitted on certain conditions for sixpence each…The 
children of ragged and industrial schools are to be charged twopence

 

each.
Manchester Guardian, 24th September 1887



Two guides to the Jubilee Exhibition aimed at two very different

 

audiences.



…A letter from the Prince of Wales, inviting the co-operation of the town in the formation of an Imperial Institution of 
the Colonies and India in commemoration of her Majesty’s Jubilee…he mentioned that nearly one-half of the salt 
exported from Cheshire went to the British Colonies. 

Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian, 12th January 1887

Doulton

 

stand with Clock in 
background. The writing around the 
clock reads: ‘The sun never sets on 
the lands of England’s Empire’.



Lesson Two: What can we learn about Victorian Manchester from the 
Royal Jubilee Exhibition of 1887? 

Lesson Aim: For pupils to analyse contemporary sources to describe 
Victorian Manchester. 

Lesson Objectives: To enable pupils to: 

• Recall what we have learned about the Jubilee Exhibition and 
Victorian attitudes. 

• Choose, analyse and extract information from contemporary 
sources to create a mind map or poster. 

• Articulate verbally what they think Victorian Manchester was like. 

Differentiation: 

• A variety of sources – visual and written – of varying difficulties. 
• Group work and choice of task. 

Resources: 

• Map of Exhibition. 
• Details on size and attendance figures. 
• Newspaper extracts. 
• Image pack two. 

Starter:  

• Small group discussions on what we already know and what we think 
we might be able to find out. 

• Share ideas to the whole class. 

Main: 

• Again, pupils decide which sources their group want to use. 
• In groups extract information to create a mind map or poster 

describing Victorian Manchester in 1887. 
• Posters should link directly to the sources in the lesson pack. 

Plenary:  

• Pupils present posters to the class. 
• Discuss what we have learned and how sources can be useful. 



I am sure that a station at Old Trafford, at the junction of the

 

two lines would be a great boon to the inhabitants 
of Withington, Didsbury, Stockport &c., who would be saved no end of trouble, time and expense in getting to the 
forthcoming Exhibition. Many of us intend to have season tickets, but...I am sure that the trouble will be almost 
more than the pleasure we shall get in the two or three hours we

 

may spend at the Exhibition.
E. A. Whitehead

 

to the Manchester Guardian, 4th February 1887

Bandstands and kiosks of the Exhibition. 
(Note the long rows of chairs).

Image taken from Trafford Lifetimes Website.

The total area covered by the Exhibition, inclusive of the Botanical Gardens, is 43 acres; while the buildings alone 
occupy 11 acres –

 

a larger area than that of the exhibitions held last year in Edinburgh, Liverpool and London. The space 
devoted to machinery is 135,000 square feet, which is half as much again as was given for the same purpose in the 
other three exhibitions put together.

Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian, 4th May 1887



Irish section of the Exhibition described in the 
catalogue.

From the contemporary book, People we met at the 
Manchester Exhibition by Marksman and published by 
John Heywood, Deansgate. Contemporary view of the 
different people who visited the Exhibition.



The Brooks stand at the Exhibition (weaving and spinning machines).
Taken from Trafford Lifetimes Website.

But the mass of the public were unlearned and only anxious to be

 

entertained, and found the processes of sweetmeat-

 
making and brush-making and so forth more to their taste than the semi-human cotton machinery, with which they 
were either perfectly familiar or which they could hardly expect

 

at once to understand.
Manchester Guardian, ‘Saturday at the Exhibition’, 16th May 1887



Industrial design section exhibit of musical instruments and manuscripts
Taken from the Trafford Lifetimes Website.

Textile fabrics, pottery, glass, metal, wood, marble and stone work are all grouped…silk holds so important a place 
that the Committee decided to make it a sub-section by itself.

Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian, 4th May 1887



The Observatory at the Royal Jubilee Exhibition by Howard Grubb
Taken from the Trafford Lifetimes Website.

Children attending the public elementary schools are to be admitted on certain conditions for sixpence each…The 
children of ragged and industrial schools are to be charged twopence

 

each.
Manchester Guardian, ‘The Admission of School Children’, 24th September 1887



From the contemporary book, People we met at the Manchester Exhibition by Marksman and published by 
John Heywood, Deansgate. Contemporary view of Manchester.



Lesson Three: Can we understand what life was really like for workers in 
Victorian Manchester by examining the Royal Jubilee Exhibition of 1887? 

Lesson Aim: For pupils to use contemporary sources to establish what life 
was like for workers in Manchester at the time of the Royal Jubilee 
Exhibition. 

Lesson Objectives:  To enable pupils to: 

• Recall what we have learned about Victorian society and sources. 
• Extract relevant information from sources to create a role play or 

presentation. 
• Demonstrate that they understand some features of Victorian 

workers’ lives. 
• Identify potential problems with the sources that we have used. 
 

Differentiation: 

• Use of active drama activity 
• Variety of sources 
 

Resources: 

• Newspaper quotes. 
• Image pack three. 

Starter:  

• Think, pair, share: what have we learned about Victorian life/ 
sources? 

Main:  

• Pupils use newspaper accounts and sources to create a role play or 
presentation about workers’ lives in small groups. 

• Pupils should draw together what they know and the new sources 
that they have in the lesson pack. 

Plenary:  

• As a class discuss the main issues that arose from the role plays. 
• Discuss whether these sources give an accurate picture of workers’ 

lives. 



The Brooks stand at the 
Exhibition (weaving and 

spinning machines).

Taken from Trafford 
Lifetimes Website.

I am not aware that out of that number there was one who could without a greater sacrifice than they have any 
right to be called on to make have paid even the smallest sum of

 

1s. But they did pay their own railway fare to 
and from the Exhibition…who in the face of fearful odds are nobly fighting life’s battle…I am sure it would have 
touched a “Working Man’s”

 

heart…to see the sunshine of happiness that lit up that poor fellow’s face.
In reply to a letter from a ‘Working Man’, A. Forrest explains why it is right to buy tickets to the Exhibition for 

the poorest people 
Manchester Guardian, 22nd June, 1887



Irish section of the Exhibition described in the 
larger catalogue.

A penny guide to the Exhibition.



But the mass of the public were unlearned and only anxious to be

 
entertained, and found the processes of sweetmeat-making and brush-

 
making and so forth more to their taste than the semi-human cotton 
machinery, with which they were either perfectly familiar or which 
they could hardly expect at once to understand.

Manchester Guardian, ‘Saturday at the Exhibition’, 16th May 1887

The Machinery in Motion room.



In the more popular dining rooms…The prices are distinctly 
democratic –

 

is 6d or is 3d for tea with cold meat or fish, -

 

and the 
food is good. 

Manchester Guardian, ‘Saturday at the Exhibition’, 16th May 1887

A view of the dome and fountain. The sign at the side leads 
the way to the 3rd

 

class refreshments.

From the book, People we met at the Manchester 
Exhibition by Marksman and published by John 
Heywood, Deansgate. Contemporary view of the 
different people who visited the Exhibition.

























Can we really understand the Victorians by studying the Royal Jubilee Exhibition 
of 1887? 

 
Newspaper Quotes and Extracts 

 
The following quotes and extracts have been divided into the three topics. They 
have been spaced apart in order that they can be cut into individual sources. 
 
The quotes and extracts have been placed into the enquiries that they seem to 
be best suited to, although some have been duplicated and all could be moved in 
to any of the other categories.  
 
The extracts are of varying lengths and difficulties. It may be necessary to 
read some of them aloud or in small groups in order to understand the true 
implications of the sources. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson One: What was important to the Victorians? 
 
…A letter from the Prince of Wales, inviting the co-operation of the town in the 
formation of an Imperial Institution of the Colonies and India in commemoration 
of her Majesty’s Jubilee…he mentioned that nearly one-half of the salt 
exported from Cheshire went to the British Colonies.  

Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian, 12th January 1887 

I am sure that a station at Old Trafford, at the junction of the two lines would 
be a great boon to the inhabitants of Withington, Didsbury, Stockport &c., who 
would be saved no end of trouble, time and expense in getting to the 
forthcoming Exhibition. Many of us intend to have season tickets, but...I am 
sure that the trouble will be almost more than the pleasure we shall get in the 
two or three hours we may spend at the Exhibition. 

E. A. Whitehead to the Manchester Guardian, 4th February 1887 
 
To the Editor, 
Sir, - Since the Queen’s accession to the throne many changes have taken place. 
Education has made rapid progress; commerce has greatly improved; our 
possessions have extended in many parts of the world; and many people now 
possess greater privileges. Many people will recollect that the country was 
thrown into grief by the death of the Prince Consort – a wise and good prince – 
and not a few will remember the part he took in erecting that building of 
industry – the Exhibition of 1851. His loss was a blow to the nation, and more so 
to the Queen; but Divine Providence has sustained and brought her safely 
through all trials. In celebrating the Jubilee, exhibitions will be held in many of 
our large towns, institutions organised, and statues erected to the memory of 
one who has done so much for the good and welfare of the people. Even in other 
countries our Queen is respected and loved, and looked upon as a model 
sovereign…In the celebration of this event the voice of loyalty will be heard 
ringing through the land, and the people will be yet more united to their 
sovereign. – I am, &c., H.S.   
 

Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian, 5th February 1887 

The total area covered by the Exhibition, inclusive of the Botanical Gardens, is 
43 acres; while the buildings alone occupy 11 acres – a larger area than that of 
the exhibitions held last year in Edinburgh, Liverpool and London. The space 
devoted to machinery is 135,000 square feet, which is half as much again as was 
given for the same purpose in the other three exhibitions put together. 

Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian, 4th May 1887 



This issue has a two page description of the visit by the Prince and Princess of 
Wales to the North-West. There are detailed descriptions of their visits to 
Knutsford, Altrincham, Ashley, and Tatton. The exact timings of each stage of 
the visit are also given. 

Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian, 7th May 1887 

 

A writer describing the Royal Jubilee Exhibition complained that photographers 
were ‘touching up photographs’ (similar to airbrushing today). He wrote that ‘in 
obedience to popular demand, a wrinkled dame of sixty is made to come out with 
a face as plump as a girl of eighteen’! 

Manchester Guardian, 13th May 1887 
 

I am not aware that out of that number there was one who could without a 
greater sacrifice than they have any right to be called on to make have paid 
even the smallest sum of 1s. But they did pay their own railway fare to and from 
the Exhibition…who in the face of fearful odds are nobly fighting life’s battle…I 
am sure it would have touched a “Working Man’s” heart…to see the sunshine of 
happiness that lit up that poor fellow’s face. 
 

In reply to a letter from a ‘Working Man’, A. Forrest explains why it is right to 
buy tickets to the Exhibition for the poorest people  

Manchester Guardian, 22nd June, 1887 
 
 

Children attending the public elementary schools are to be admitted on certain 
conditions for sixpence each…The children of ragged and industrial schools are 
to be charged twopence each. 

Manchester Guardian, 24th September 1887 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson Two: What can we learn about Victorian Manchester? 
 
I am sure that a station at Old Trafford, at the junction of the two lines would 
be a great boon to the inhabitants of Withington, Didsbury, Stockport &c., who 
would be saved no end of trouble, time and expense in getting to the 
forthcoming Exhibition. Many of us intend to have season tickets, but...I am 
sure that the trouble will be almost more than the pleasure we shall get in the 
two or three hours we may spend at the Exhibition. 

E. A. Whitehead to the Manchester Guardian, 4th February 1887 
 
 

The total area covered by the Exhibition, inclusive of the Botanical Gardens, is 
43 acres; while the buildings alone occupy 11 acres – a larger area than that of 
the exhibitions held last year in Edinburgh, Liverpool and London. The space 
devoted to machinery is 135,000 square feet, which is half as much again as was 
given for the same purpose in the other three exhibitions put together. 

Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian, 4th May 1887 

 

Textile fabrics, pottery, glass, metal, wood, marble and stone work are all 
grouped…silk holds so important a place that the Committee decided to make it 
a sub-section by itself. 

Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian, 4th May 1887 

 

But the mass of the public were unlearned and only anxious to be entertained, 
and found the processes of sweetmeat-making and brush-making and so forth 
more to their taste than the semi-human cotton machinery, with which they 
were either perfectly familiar or which they could hardly expect at once to 
understand. 

Manchester Guardian, ‘Saturday at the Exhibition’, 16th May 1887 
 

 

Children attending the public elementary schools are to be admitted on certain 
conditions for sixpence each…The children of ragged and industrial schools are 
to be charged twopence each. 

Manchester Guardian, ‘The Admission of School Children’, 24th September 1887 



Lesson Three: What was life really like for workers in Victorian Manchester? 
 
But the mass of the public were unlearned and only anxious to be entertained, 
and found the processes of sweetmeat-making and brush-making and so forth 
more to their taste than the semi-human cotton machinery, with which they 
were either perfectly familiar or which they could hardly expect at once to 
understand. 

Manchester Guardian, ‘Saturday at the Exhibition’, 16th May 1887 
 

In the more popular dining rooms…The prices are distinctly democratic – is 6d 
or is 3d for tea with cold meat or fish, - and the food is good. 
 

Manchester Guardian, ‘Saturday at the Exhibition’, 16th May 1887 
 

I am not aware that out of that number there was one who could without a 
greater sacrifice than they have any right to be called on to make have paid 
even the smallest sum of 1s. But they did pay their own railway fare to and from 
the Exhibition…who in the face of fearful odds are nobly fighting life’s battle…I 
am sure it would have touched a “Working Man’s” heart…to see the sunshine of 
happiness that lit up that poor fellow’s face. 
 

In reply to a letter from a ‘Working Man’, A. Forrest explains why it is right to 
buy tickets to the Exhibition for the poorest people  

Manchester Guardian, 22nd June, 1887 
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List of sources organised by topic 
 

What was important to the Victorians? 
Key themes: Grandeur (scale of Exhibition); Monarchy (Prince of Wales/Jubilee 
celebrations); Science (observatory/ chemical buildings); Industry (size of 
machinery rooms); Empire (Clock and image of visitors from book ‘People we met 
at the Exhibition); Charity (donations of tickets to the poor); Education (school 
children rates); History (‘Old Manchester’); Order (Seats in rows). 
 
Visual (See images in source pack one) 
TRA453 (Book): Picture of Empire Clock. 
                Picture of cotton looms (also available on Trafford Lifetimes). 
Trafford Lifetimes:    Image of the Observatory 
     Image of ‘Old Manchester’ 
     Image of Prince and Princess of Wales at Exhibition. 

  Images of seating set in rows. 
 
Documents (images in source pack one) 
TRA453 (Box 1): Map of Exhibition grounds.      
TRA453 (Box 2): Catalogues (1 shilling and 1 penny versions) 
        Season ticket (picture available on Trafford Lifetimes). 
 
Newspapers (See quotes in source pack one) 
Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian, Wednesday 12th January 1887.  
E.A. Whitehead to Manchester Guardian, 4th February 1887. 
Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian, Wednesday 4th May 1887. 
Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian, Saturday 7th May 1887. 
Manchester Guardian, 13th May 1887. 
Manchester Guardian, 22nd June 1887. 
Manchester Guardian, 24th September 1887. 
 

What was Victorian Manchester like? 
Key themes: Large scale (Images of buildings/seating – Link to huge factories); 
Order (The seats in rows – Link to precise nature of industry and working 
hours); Industry (Images of looms); Large Irish population (Irish section of 
Exhibition); Important and a world destination (Visitors from distant places – 
Japan, Greece etc. Link to Manchester’s importance as Cottonopolis – people 
wanted to visit it, e.g. Engels); Educated people (E.A. Whitehead – interest in 
visiting several times); Railway (Whitehead wants more trains than we have now); 
Great city (Compared to London and Edinburgh in Altrincham Guardian); Poverty 
(cheap tickets for children from ragged schools – compare to season ticket 
holders those who cannot afford to attend). 
 
Visual (See images in source pack two) 
TRA453 (Box 3): Photograph of cotton looms 



TRA305: Image of the rain in Manchester. 
      Images of visitors from all over the world. 
Trafford Lifetimes:    Images of spinning and weaving machines. 
     Image of Observatory. 
     Images of the musical instrument displays. 
     Images of seating set in rows. 
 
Documents (images in source pack two) 
TRA453 (Box 2):  Catalogue with reference to the Irish section of the  
                Exhibition. 
 
Newspapers (See quotes in source pack two) 
Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian, Wednesday 4th May 1887. 
Manchester Guardian, 16th May 1887. 
Manchester Guardian, 4th February 1887. 
Manchester Guardian, 24th September 1887. 
 

What was life like for ordinary workers? 
Key themes: Poverty and Hardship (Manchester Guardian, 16/05 and 22/06); 
want to escape (Manchester Guardian 16/05); drudgery of industrial work 
(Manchester Guardian 16/05); Unfair (3rd class tearooms – compare to large 
dining room in palm house); Many Irish workers (See Irish section of catalogue). 
 
Visual (See image source pack three) 
TRA453 (book):   Image of cotton looms. 

Image of the third class refreshments (compare size and 
location on map with regular refreshment rooms). 

TRA305: Images of the different types of people in Manchester. 
Trafford Lifetimes: Images of the machinery in motion room. 
 
Documents (images in source pack three) 
TRA453 (Box 2): Two catalogues, including a cheaper version. 
         Catalogues include an Irish section. 
 
Newspapers (See quotes in source pack three) 
Manchester Guardian, 16th May 1887. 
Manchester Guardian, 22nd June 1887. 
 

• All of the images and images of the documents can be found in the folder 
entitled ‘scanned images of original sources royal jubilee exhibition’ 
except those that are highlighted. They are available directly from 
Trafford Lifetimes or the teacher resource packs.  

• All of the newspaper quotes can be found in the word document of the 
same name, ordered by topic and date. 
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