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TRAFFORD BOROUGH
MINUTES OF SCHOOLS FORUM
16th MARCH 2021	

	DAY/DATE/TIME
	VENUE

	TUESDAY 16TH MARCH 2021
MAIN MEETING: 2PM
	Virtual via Microsoft Teams

	Christine Clarkson
	Clerk to Schools Forum
0161 912 4404
christine.clarkson@trafford.gov.uk 


	FORUM MEMBER ATTENDEES:

	Maintained Primary Headteacher Representatives (9) of which attended 8 attended:

	Clive Searle
	Worthington Primary

	Linda Davison
	Holy Family RC PS

	Catherine Downing
	Stamford Park Junior

	Tom Johnson
	Seymour Park Primary

	Sharon Hudson
	Bowdon CE Primary

	Alison Kelly
	Moorlands Primary

	Wayne Hitchcock
	St Mary’s CofE Primary

	Louise Owen
	Broomwood Primary School



	Primary Academy Headteacher Representatives (2) of which 1 attended:

	Judith Stott (CHAIR)
	Old Trafford Community Academy



	Maintained Primary Governor Representatives (3) of which 1 attended:

	Karen Smyth
	Urmston Primary



	Maintained Secondary Headteacher Representatives (3) of which 2 attended:

	Kate Worsley
	Blessed Thomas Holford

	Nicola Doward (VICE – CHAIR)
	Stretford High 



	Academy Secondary Headteacher Representatives (7) of which 2 attended:

	Stephanie Gill
	Altrincham Girls Grammar School

	Joanne Daley
	Urmston Grammar



	Maintained Special School Headteacher Representative (1) of which 0 attended:

	
	



	Academy Special School Headteacher Representative (1) of which 1 attended:

	Andrew Taylor
	Longford Park 



	Trafford Alternative Education Provision Headteacher Representative (1) of which 1 attended:

	Lynda Thompson
	TAEP 








	Non School Members (7) of which 3 attended:

	Scott Caplan
	NEU

	Bola Akintoye
	NEU

	Rob Matthews
	Early Years PVI Sector



Total members = 34
Quorum = 14 (40%)
Number in attendance = 19

	OBSERVERS ATTENDEES:

	Anita Fagan
	All Saints Primary

	Rebecca Lees
	NASUWT

	Councillor Karina Carter
	Trafford MBC



	TMBC OFFICER ATTENDEES:

	Anne-Marie Steadman
	Senior Accountant – Childrens’

	Amy Nield
	Finance Manager – Childrens’

	Michelle Perry 
	Senior Accountant – Childrens’ 

	Helen Zammit
	Strategic Finance Manager

	Christine Clarkson
	CLERK



	APOLOGIES

	Jill McGregor
	Director Children’s Services

	Graeme Bentley
	Director of Finance

	Gemma Tunstall
	Wellington Academy

	Kate Markham
	Well Green Primary

	Karen Samples
	Director Education Standards, Quality and Performance

	Rob Matthews
	Early Years PVI Sector

	Sara Mousawi
	Trafford HR Business Partner 

	Danielle Taylor
	Altrincham College

	Rex Beech
	Governor Wellfield Junior 




1. WELCOME ALL AND APOLOGIES:

The Chair welcomed everyone and requested that those in attendance muted their microphones and typed in questions/ requests to speak to enable the meeting to proceed effectively.  

The above apologies for absence were accepted.

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 19th January 2021

The minutes were approved as an accurate record.

3. MATTERS ARISING

    The Chair asked for confirmation that the membership list had been updated and those members whose term of office ended in March had confirmed their willingness to continue.  Anne-Marie confirmed that this was the case.

4.  EARLY YEARS 3 AND 4 YEAR OLD FUNDING
Anne-Marie presented a ‘factsheet’ paper on 2021-22 funding levels for 3 and 4 year olds for information.  
Hourly rates for 3 and 4 year olds has increased from £4.03 in 2020-21 to £4.09 in 2021-22.  The hourly rates for 2 year olds has increase from £5.03 to £5.11. The total allocation from the DfE for 3 and 4 year olds is £16.629m with the required 95% (£15,797m) being fully passported to Early Years providers.  The Local Authority (LA) is awaiting details from the DfE on Teachers Pay and Pension Grants.
Schools Forum noted the report.

5. EARLY YEARS FUNDING CONSULTATION 

Anne-Marie presented a report detailing the outcome of a consultation on Early Years funding.  Whilst there is a single funding formula there are currently differences in how the data is collected for funding purposes between the mainstream and PVI sectors.  The consultation sought to remove these differences.

Currently there are different data collection points each term between the sectors.  Following consultation the LA recommends that the PVI sector data collection point be brought into line with that of mainstream schools with one single count day each term and children attending on that day being funded for the full term.  It is considered this provides more stability in funding and is a system operated by most of the other Greater Manchester Authorities.

The PVI providers and childminders were also consulted on their preferred payment method, options being the current 3 payments per term or monthly payments over the year.   Following consultation it is recommended that the payment method remain as currently i.e. 3 payments per term with an initial payment of 70% of the provider estimate at the beginning of each term.

Schools and PVI members of Forum were asked to vote on the recommendations.
Forum agreed the data collection point be once per term for all sectors – Yes – 15, No – 0, Abstentions – 2

Forum agreed to the payment method for PVI providers and childminders at 3 Payments per term.  Yes – 15, No – 0, Abstentions – 2.

6.  HIGH NEEDS GROUP UPDATE AND SPECIAL SCHOOLS FUNDING 2021-22

Anne-Marie presented details of the special schools funding allocations for 2021-22 for information.  This was made up of place and top-up funding, the Minimum Funding Guarantee (MFG) calculation, adjustment for Out of Borough pupils funded by other LA’s and Teacher’s Pay and Pension Grant (based on October Census data).  
There were no queries from Forum.

The Chair asked if there was an update on the High Needs Group.  Anne-Marie reported that another meeting is to be arranged and an update will be provided at the next meeting.

Forum noted the report

7. DfE CONSULTATION – HIGH NEEDS NATIONAL FUNDING FORMULA.

 Amy Nield outlined a DfE consultation asking for views on proposed initial changes to the High Needs National Funding Formula (HN NFF) which is the first stage of a longer term review of the NFF.  This review will be taken forward following the SEND review, and will consider the distribution of HN funding.  

We have formulated a draft response in conjunction with F40, which Amy was hoping to circulate but still requires approval from officers.  The HN NFF calculates funding allocations to local authorities.  There are 6 questions, 3 of which are about the use of the historic spend factor, 1 asking for views on what attainment data should be used, what other proxy indicators could be used in a formula and then an equalities impact assessment.

It is expected there will be a further wider review and consultation on High Needs Funding in the future by the DfE.

The consultation ends on 24th March.  Amy will send the draft response onto Forum members for information and a basis for any response they may wish to submit. 

Action – Amy Nield to forward the draft response to members.

8. TIMETABLE OF MEETINGS FOR 2021-22

The paper provided the dates for future Forum meetings in 2021-22.  The Chair asked members to note these and put them in their diaries.  Venues will be confirmed later.
	
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	
	There were no items raised.

	The Chair noted that it was Nicola Toop’s last Forum meeting and thanked her for her attendance and contribution to Forum.
	
Date of the next Funding Forum meeting:  
Tuesday 22nd June 2021 2 pm – venue to be confirmed nearer the time. 
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