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f40 Briefing Session for MPs on SEND provision and SEND funding, Tuesday, July 11.

Background

The Local Authority (LA) has received a communication regarding a session for MP’s on SEND provision and funding to be held on Tuesday 11th July at Westminster.

The communication requests LA’s and members of Forum to encourage their local MP’s to attend.

Provided  below are details of the communication together with a draft letter which can be used to send to their local MP.

Communication

f40 education funding group will be hosting a briefing session for f40 MPs in Westminster on Tuesday, July 11 2023, from 5.30pm to 7pm. The main focus of the session will be to raise awareness of our concerns around SEND provision and SEND funding, along with the wider issues of fairness and quantum of funding. 
 
We would really appreciate it if you could encourage your local MP to attend the briefing session – see the suggested email below that you could send to them.
 
The aim of the briefing is to share our concerns around the SEND system and the growing deficit budgets, and the need for immediate action to ensure capacity and funding matches both the rising need of children and young people with SEND and the increasing expectations. 
 
While the Government’s SEND and Alternative Provision Improvement Plan includes many good suggestions, we believe it is not radical enough and will not result in action quickly enough.
 
We are also continuing to campaign for fairer funding, as whilst all local authorities require more funding for education and SEND, we believe the issues are exacerbated for our members, who are among the lowest funded in the country. 
 
I have already invited MPs to the briefing, but you can help by encouraging your local MP to attend and by sharing your concerns with them.
  
For ease, I have drafted some words below that you may like to use if contacting your MP. 

Attached is also the latest f40 briefing paper summarising our concerns, the summary of f40 activity, and a comparison graph showing the disparity in DSG funding. These are provided in the Appendices.
 
Many thanks for your support
 
 
Karen Westcott
Secretary of the f40 group
 
Dear …………………
 
f40, the education funding campaign group that represents 42 of the lowest funded local authorities for education across England – including ……….. (name of your local authority) – is holding a briefing session for Members of Parliament in Westminster to share our concerns around SEND provision and SEND funding, along with our wider concerns around fairness and quantum of funding. 
 
We believe the briefing will offer a really valuable opportunity for you to hear our concerns around SEND provision and where improvements could be made, along with the need for more funding and greater fairness of funding between authorities.
 
We would very much welcome your attendance at the briefing, if your diary allows.
 
The briefing session will be held in Committee Room 17 at Westminster between 5.30pm and 7pm on Tuesday, 11 July 2023 for MPs and their representatives.
   
Like the majority of local authorities across the country, f40 members are increasingly concerned about the deepening SEND crisis, with the current need and expectation outstripping the available capacity and funding. 
 
While the Government’s SEND and Alternative Provision Improvement Plan includes many good suggestions, we believe it is not radical enough and will not lead to change quickly enough. Additional funding is required. The accumulated local authority High Needs budget deficit is estimated to be around £2.5 billion by March 2025 and is increasing day by day. 
 
Attached are some materials explaining f40 concerns, and a graph showing the disparity of funding between local authority areas, which you may find useful.
  
For more information, or to confirm your attendance at the briefing, please contact f40 secretary Karen Westcott at karen@dtw.co.uk
 
Kind regards 
 

