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Annex 1: Additional Information relating to specific questions 
 
This document contains supporting information relevant to certain posed in the 
Application Form. 
 
 
B2 INOVATIVE POT HOLE REPAIR TECHNIQUES 
 
 (1) Trafford has specialist pothole crews dedicated to highway defects 

generated by highway inspections and service requests. 
 
 (2) Specialist products such as cold lay products have and are being 

utilised such as Viafix and Canader. 
 
 (3) Joint sealing and overbanding has been carried out. 
  
 (4) Trafford has trialled a jet patcher. 
 
 
B4 CONSULTATION AND FEEDBACK FROM KEY STAKEHOLDERS 
 

• As a Metropolitan Borough Council the consultation is generally with 
elected members.  Regular meetings are held with the Executive Member 
for Highway and Environment. 
 

• All elected members are asked prior to the formation of the highway 
planned structural maintenance programme to list any roads of particular 
concern in their wards. 
 

• The planned structural maintenance programme is approved by the 
executive member for Highways and Environment and subject to the 
normal Local Government “call in” procedures. 
 

• Residents use Access Trafford or their Ward Councillors for 
communication and there are a number of community ward local area 
forums. 
 

• There are a number of business forums based around the town centres, 
Altrincham and Stretford for example, at which highway maintenance can 
be addressed. Regular meetings are held with the Trafford Centre. 

 
 
B5 WALKING STRATEGY 
 
 Our vision for walking in Trafford is articulated through the Greater 

Manchester Local Transport Plan, and our own daughter document to that 
overarching strategy, Transport for Trafford: a Local Area Implementation 
Plan. The Local Transport Plan articulates this vision as follows: 

 



PT/SMB/B1A GM 

 To encourage people to walk more, we need to create an urban environment 
where walking is seen as a pleasure and to actively promote the benefits of 
walking to key groups. Pedestrian-friendly design needs to be incorporated at 
the earliest stages of the planning process, to ensure that these are fully 
integrated. Joint working with the health sector, to promote the health 
benefits, will be important in achieving the cultural change needed to make 
walking a part of everyday life. 

 
 In order to maximise the benefit from limited funding in the short term, our 

priorities are now to: 
 

• Deliver activities to encourage walking as part of a co-ordinated 
Smarter Choices programme; 
 

• Identify and deliver key walking routes; and  
 

• Raise awareness, both of walking routes and the benefits of walking, 
through information provision and partnership working (particularly with 
the health sector). 
 

 We will identify safe, convenient and attractive walking routes to and from the 
Regional Centre, key local centres, key services (including employment, 
education health, retail and leisure) and public transport nodes, and prioritise 
them for investment in improvements. For example, routes to key stations will 
be prioritised, adding value to the investment in public transport schemes 
such as Metrolink. This will include a signage strategy to ensure that key 
routes are clearly marked and the promotion of any improvements to routes to 
raise awareness and usage. We will also explore ways to provide such 
information to sensory disabled people. Canal towpaths offer great potential in 
providing traffic-free walking routes, and we will support schemes to improve 
them. 

 
 Our own Local Implementation Plan of the Greater Manchester Local 

Transport Plan, Transport for Trafford, states as follows: 
 
 Active modes of travel, such as walking and cycling, are a key part of our 

strategy to support economic growth, promote the development of a low-
carbon economy and protect and improve our residents’ health. Walking is the 
most important mode of travel at the local level, since virtually all journeys 
include some element of walking (Transport for Trafford, ref 3.2.18). 

 
 We are really delivering on the above vision. Our flagship walking scheme of 

the last few years is the ‘Bridgewater Way’ programme of canal towpath 
upgrades, which has seen walking levels increase by an average of 78% on 
those sections completed to date. The scheme connects residential 
communities with three key town centres in Sale, Altrincham and Stretford. 
Programmed extensions to the scheme to be delivered during the current 
financial year will connect with the two largest employment areas in the 
Manchester city region: Manchester City Centre and Trafford Park. 
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 We have also recently developed public realm strategies for two of our 
principal town centres, Altrincham and Stretford. A key part of the strategy in 
both documents, and in our approach to our town centres generally, is 
encouraging footfall by providing a greatly enhanced pedestrian experience 
through improved pedestrian infrastructure and public realm. We have a 
planned investment programme in public realm in both Stretford and 
Altrincham which exceeds £8m over the coming 3 fiscal years. 

 
 
D2 GREATER MANCHESTER HIGHWAYS REVIEW 
 
 Greater Manchester has consistently placed connectivity and transport at the 

heart of our economic strategy, with a clear understanding of the role of 
effective and reliable transport networks in connecting businesses with their 
supply chains, their customers and their labour markets. Our network,  
9,000km of local highways and 200km of Highways Agency routes, faces a 
particularly complex array of challenges in managing the local, commuter and 
strategic demands in supporting growth. We believe that effective 
management and maintenance is critical to the achievement of that growth. 
This is reflected in the initial highways coordination functions that were 
granted to Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) in 2011, through the 
establishment of Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA), and the 
encouragement of initial collaborative models, which have been established 
since then, to deliver both service improvement and efficiency savings. 

 
 A review has been underway since late 2013 to build on these transport 

governance and delivery arrangements and establish optimal models of 
devolution that secure the efficiency benefits of service delivery at scale, 
whilst retaining a local highways provision that is responsive and accountable 
to local communities. The review, overseen by a panel of GM Leaders and 
Chief Executives, will provide a new level of integration across the ten local 
highway authorities and the Highways Agency to secure economies of scale 
where possible and ensure that priorities are addressed at a strategic 
economy-wide level. In terms of highway maintenance, the key outcomes will 
be to develop a delivery model that will: 

 
• Meet the challenges of maintenance funding limitations and a growing 

highways asset maintenance backlog, which threatens to undermine 
the long-term reliability of the GM network; and 

• Consistently target maintenance investment on strong asset 
management to support the long-term economic viability of the city-
region. 

  
 


