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2 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 This Design and Access Statement (DAS) has been prepared by Rapleys LLP ('Rapleys'), on 
behalf of Lidl UK , and Montagu Evans, on behalf of Orchard Street Investment Management 
LLP (' the Joint Applicants' ). 

2.2 On behalf of the Joint Applicants, we are instructed to submit a planning application under 
Section 62 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended} for the 
removal/variation of conditions and the extension , refurbishment, subdivision and 
reconfiguration of part of the Homebase store at Unit 1, George Richards Way, Altrincham, 
WA14 SGR. A site location plan is attached at Appendix 1. 

2.3 The application proposes the extension1 refurbishment and subdivision of the existing 
Homebase store to provide a downsized unit for Hornebase and a new Class A1 retail unit to 
be occupied by lidl. The application also proposes the relocation of the Homebase garden 
centre, the reconfiguration of the existing car park and associated landscaping, and the 
creation of a new egress from the site. 

2.4 Specifically, planning permission is sought for: 

• The subdivision of the existing unit to create a downsized unit for Homebase (a 
reduction in GIA of 1,404 sq.m); 

• The formation of a discount food store (Use Class A1) of 1,858sq.m gross internal area 
(GIA) and 1,272sq.rn net sales area, through the extension and sub-division the existing 
unit; 

• The relocation of t he garden centre to provide a smaller area of 1,231 sq . m (a 
reduction of 64 sq.m); 

• External alterations associated with extension and reconfiguration of the floorspace; 
• The creation of a new service yard for Homebase; 
• Reconfiguration of car park to provide 696 spaces in total (a net loss of 94), and the 

provision of 4 additional accessible and 7 additional parent and child spaces; 
• The creation of a new left-out egress on t he eastern side of the car park; 
• The creation of a new pedestrian access into the site from George Richards Way; and 
• Provision of secure cycle parking for eight additional cycles under the store entrance 

canopy. 

2.5 A DAS is a statutory requirement for major development, or where the floorspace created 
by the development exceeds 1,000 sq. m, as required by the Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015. However, as set out in the 
accompanying Planning and Retail Statement, the net additional floorspace from the 
proposed development is actually 454 sq.m GIA. 

2.6 This DAS sets out the design principles and concepts that have been applied to the 
development, demonstrating how the context of t he development has been appraised and 
how the design of the development takes the context into account. Following this, the DAS 
explains the applicant's approach to access and how relevant local Plan policies have been 
taken into account, and how specific issues which might affect access to the proposed 
development have been addressed. Details of consultation undertaken in relation to the 
development proposal, and how the outcome of the consultation has informed the proposed 
development, are also provided. 

2.7 The DAS should be read alongside the accompanying Planning and Retail Statement as well 
as the other supporting documentation. 
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3 ASSESSMENT OF THE SITE ANID ITS CONTEXT 

3.1 This section sets out the steps taken to appraise the physical context of the application site 
and its surroundings. 

METHODOLOGY 

3.2 A planning history and planning policy review was undertaken to understand the existing 
planning context for the site before considering the design approach to the development 
proposal. A full analysis of the development proposal against national and local policy is 
provided in Section 6 of the Planning and Retail Statement. 

APPLICATION SITE 

3.3 The application site comprises the Homebase store and associated garden centre area at Unit 
1, Altrincham Retail Park, George Richards Way, Altrincham, WA14 5GR. The site also 
includes the area of car park sitting to the front and side of Unit 1, and the servicing area to 
the rear. The site extends to approximately 1.81 ha in size. 

3.4 The site is located approximately 1.4km north west of Altrincham Town Centre and 3.5km 
south west of Sale Town Centre. Adjacent to the site is the Currys PC World unit and 
additional car parking associ.ated with the retail park. To the north lies predominantly 
residential uses, separated by Huxley Street, while the site is bound to the east by the A56 
Manchester Road and to the South by George Richards Way 

3.5 The location of the site is identified in Appendix 1. 

3.6 The site benefits from a gene-rally level / flat topography. The photographs below provide 
the existing site context in relation to Altrincham Retail Park. 

Photo 1: View of the front: elevation of Photo 2: View of existing access/egress to 
the existing Homebase sto,re. existing Homebase from Altrincham Retail 

Park looking east. 

Photo 3: View of the eastern elevation of Photo 4: Access into Altrincham Retail 
the existing Homebase stor◄~. Park. 

RAPLEYS LLP 3 



SURROUNDINGS 

3.7 Unit 1 is situated at the eastern end of Altrincham Retail Park immediate adjacent to 
M3nchester Road (A56). The immediate context of the site is containment within an existing 
retail park which extends in a ' L' formation to the west. Adjacent to Altrincham Retail Park 
are broadly dwellings to the north (accessed from Sinderland Road) and mixed commercial / 
retail uses to the south (south of George Richards Way / Atlantic Street). 

RELEVANT PLANNING HISTORY 

3.8 A review of Trafford Council's online planning history records identifies an extensive 
planning history in relation to the site linked to the wider development of the retail park. 
The following key planning applications are deemed to be of relevance: 

i) Application reference H38342 - Outline planning permission for the demolition of 
existing buildings and structures and redevelopment of site as a retail warehouse 
park including non-food retail units, garden centre, 2 restaurants and associated 
parking employment development and construction of new access road. Approved 7 
October 1994. 

ii) Application reference H39892 - Demolition of existing buildings &: structures & 
redevelopment of site as a retail warehouse park including non-food retail units, 
garden centre, 2 restaurants & associated parking, employment development and 
construction of new access road (details of siting and means of access) - Approved 4 
January 1995. 

iii) Application reference H39994 - Submission of reserved matters (siting and means 
of access) for demolition of existing buildings & structures &: redevelopment of site 
as a retail warehouse park including non-food retail units (140,000 sq.ft), garden 
centre (13,700 sq.ft), restaurant (3,000 sq.ft) and associated car parking (751 
spaces): employment development and construction of new access road. Approved 
16 November 1994. 

iv) Application reference H39995 - Demolition of existing buildings &: structures & 
erection of extension to retail warehouse park approved in outline under app. 
H/OUT/38342 com- prising non-food retail unit (39,400) sq.ft. Approved 15 February 
1995. 

v) Application reference H40410 - Variation of condition, attached to reserved 
matters approval H/ARM/39892, in order to permit outside storage to take place 
within garden centre area as delineated on attached plan. Approved 29 March 1995. 

vi) Application reference H41090 - Erection of retail warehouse development 
comprising 16,666 sq.m of non-food retail units; a 1273 sq.m garden centre, a 214 
sq.m restaurant with associated car parking, access &. servicing facilities, following 
demolition of existing buildings. (details of siting, means of access, design and 
external appearance following the grant of outline planning permission 
H/OUT/38342 and H/OUT/39995). Approved 30 August 1995. 

vii) Application reference 78734/CLEUD/2012 - Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing 
Development for the installation of mezzanine floors in Units 1, 2-3, 5, 6, 8A, 8B, 9 
and 10, for the purposes falling within Class A1 of the schedule to the Town and 
Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 (as amended). Approved 26 July 2012. 

3,9 The principal planning permissions are considered in Section 3 of the Planning and Retail 
Statement. 
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

3.10 Prior to submission of the appOcation, we have contacted the Local Councillors representing 
Broadheath ward and also other tenants of the Altrincham Retail Park to inform them about 
our plans to submit the application and to invite them to provide their views on the 
proposals. A leaflet drop will also be made at local residences as part of the submission of 
the planning application. 
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4 DESIGN PROPOSALS 

4.1 This section evaluates the existing site context to inform the design and rationale for the 
proposed development at the site. It explains the design principles and concepts that have 
been applied to the design of the development in terms of use, amount, layout, scale, 
appearance and landscaping. 

NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK (FEBRUARY 2019) 

4.2 The NPPF (at paragraph 11 ) sets out that plans and decisions should apply a presumption in 
favour of sustainable development that should underpin both plan-making and decision 
taking, this means: 

• Approving development proposals that accord with an up-to-date development plan 
without delay; or 

• Where there are no relevant development plan policies, or the policies which are most 
important for determining the application out of date, granting permission unless; 

o The application of policies in this Framework that protect area or assets of 
particular importance provides a clear reason for refusing the development 
proposed; or 

, , Any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably 
outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in this Framework 
taken as a whole. 

Requiring Good Design 

4.3 The NPPF (at paragraph 124) states that the creation of high quality buildings and places is 
fundamental to what the planning development process should achieve. Good design is 
encouraged as a key aspect of sustainable development. Effective engagement between 
applicants, communities, local planning authorities and other interests throughout the 
process to be clear about the design expectations is stated as essential for achieving this. 

4.4 The NPPF identifies (at paragraph 127) that local planning policies and decisions should aim 
to ensure that developments: 

• Will function well and add to the overall quality of the area, not just for short term, 
but over the lifetime of the development; 

• Establish a strong sense of place, using streetscapes and buildings to create 
attractive and comfortable places to live, work and visit; 

• Optimise the potential of the site to accommodate development, create and sustain 
an appropriate mix of uses and support local facilities and transport networks; 

• Respond to local character and history and reflect the identity of local surroundings 
and materials, while not preventing or discouraging appropriate innovation; 

• Create places that are safe, inclusive and accessible and which promote health and 
well-being; 

• Create safe and accessible environments without crime and disorder, and the fear 
of crime, and do not undermine quality of life or community cohesion; and, 

• Are visually attractive as a result of good architecture and appropriate landscaping. 

4.5 The NPPF directs local planning authorities (at paragraph 131 ) to afford great weight to 
outstanding or innovative designs which promote high levels of sustainability, or help raise 
the standard of design more generally in an area, so long as they fit in with overall form and 
layout of their surroundings. 

4.6 The NPPF in respect of design sets out the following: 
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• The importance of good design; 

• The planning objectives good design can help achieve; 

• Guidance on well-designed places; 

• Guidance on how buildings and the spaces between them should be considered; 

• The planning process and tools which can be utilised to achieve good design; and, 

• Design issues which relate to particular types of development. 

NATIONAL PLANNING PRACTICE GUIDANCE (NPPG) 

4.7 The NPPG confirms that good design should: 

• Ensure the development can deliver a wide range of planning objectives; 

• Ensure the quality of buildings and spaces, by considering amongst other things form 
and function; efficiency and effectiveness and their impact on well-begin; and, 

• Address the need for different uses sympathetically (paragraph ref: 26·002-
20140306) 

4.8 Development proposals should reflect the requirement for good design set out in national 
and local policy. Local planning authorities should give great weight to outstanding or 
innovative designs that help to raise the standard of design more generally in the area 
(paragraph ref: 26-004-20140306). 

4.9 Although design is only part of the planning process it can affect a range of economic, social 
and environmental objectives beyond the requirement for good design in its own right. 
Planning decisions should seek to ensure the physical environment supports these objectives 
(paragraph ref: 26-006-20140306). 

LOCAL POLICY 

4.10 The adopted Development Plan for Trafford Council comprises the Trafford Core Strategy 
adopted on 26 January 2012 and the ' saved' policies of the Revised Trafford Unitary 
Development Plan (UDP) (June 2006). 

4.11 The Revised Trafford UDP was adopted in June 2006 with the plan covering the period of 10 
years through to 2016. A number of 'saved policies' remain in place, but will eventually be 
replaced by the emerging Trafford New Local Plan. In 2007 and 2008, Trafford Council was 
granted permission by the Secretary of State to ' save' the majority of the Local Plan 
policies in line with the directions of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 

4.12 The Council's Proposals Map incorporates both Core Strategy and 'saved' UDP policies. 

4.13 There are no specific allocations or designation for this site in the adopted Policies Map. 

4.14 The Council has started to prepare a new Trafford Local Plan. An initial notice of 
consultation took place in July 2018, though no further consultation has been undertaken on 
a draft document containing draft policies. Therefore, given the early stage of its 
preparation, no or very limited weight can be attached to the emerging Local Plan at this 
time. 

4.15 Similarly, as summarised in the Planning and Retail Statement the production of the Greater 
Manchester Spatial Framework is still at a relatively early stage of production, and 
therefore currently carries very limited weight in the decision making process. 
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4.16 The merits of the current proposal are assessed with regard to the relevant national and 
local policy considerations under Section 5 of the accompanying Planning and Retail 
Statement. 

TRAFFORD CORE STRATEGY (2012) 

4.17 Policy LS: Climate Change - This policy requires new development to mitigate and reduce 
its impact on climate change factors, such as pollution and flooding and maximise its 
sustainability through the improved environmental performance of buildings, lower carbon 
emissions and renewable or decentralised energy generation. 

4.18 Policy L7: Design - This policy ensures that development must, inter alia: 

• Be appropriate in its context; 

• Make best use of opportunities to improve the character and quality of an area; 

• Enhance the street scene or character of the area by appropriately addressing 
scale; and, 

• Density, height, massing, layout, elevation treatment . materials, hard and soft 
landscaping works, boundary treatment. 

4.19 The policy requires the design of new developments to be of a high quality to make better 
places and be environmentally sustainable. New development must enhance the street 
scene and not adversely impact the amenity of the surrounding area and neighbours. 

DESIGN RATIONALE 

4.20 The external alterations proposed as part of this application relates to the creation of a 
western extension to the existing Homebase unit (Unit 1) to facilitate a new Lidl Foodstore. 

4.21 The subdivision of the existing retail unit into two units follows a strategic review by 
Homebase, of its operational and trading requirements throughout the UK. Reconfiguration 
and sub-division of Unit 1 enables a more efficient use of the available space to 
accommodate the proposed Lidl foodstore. 

USE 

4.22 The proposed use of the site will remain in A1 Use Class, however the floorspace to be 
occupied by the Lidl foodstore is required to be for convenience retail purposed under the 
A1 Use Class, therefore facilitating the sale of food within Unit A1. The remaining 
floorspace to be occupied by the downsized Homebase store will remain as bulky goods 
comparison retail floorspace. 

AMOUNT OF DEVELOPMENT 

4.23 Table 1 below sets out the existing and proposed floorspace as a consequence of the 
development. 

4.24 The application will result in a net uplift in GIA of 454 sq.m. However. taking account of the 
reduction in the size of the garden centre, this reduces to 390 sq. min terms of the useable 
area for A1 retail sales. 
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Table 1 - Schedule of Areas (GIA sq.m) 

Area Existing 
Homebase 

Proposed 
Homebase 

Lidl Total Proposed Difference 

Ground Floor 3,664 2,833 1,858 4,691 +1,027 

first Floor 1,352 779 0 779 -573 

Total GIA 5,016 3,612 1,858 5,470 +454 

Garden Centre 1,295 1,231 0 1,231 -64 

Total 6,311 4 ,843 1,858 6, 701 +390 

LAYOUT 

4.25 The layout of the site is shown on the Proposed Site Layout Plan (attached at Appendix 2). 

4.26 The existing customer and service vehicular access and egress point from George Richards 
Way will be retained . The majority of the vehicles will the customer car-parking from the 
access on the George Richards Way, which are signalised. 

4.27 Being part of an existing retail park, the site has been designed with a good level of 
pedestrian access. All of the roads in the vicinity have footpaths typically at least 2m wide 
with crossing facilities over busy roads. These include a Pelican Crossing over George 
Richards Way a short distance to the south of the roundabout which provides access to the 
northern and southern area of the Altrincham Retail Park. Similarly a pedestrian only access 
is provided into the car park from Manchester Road 

4.28 A separate service delivery yard will be created for the downsized Homebase store with the 
proposed Lidl store will utilise the existing delivery bay currently used by the Homebase 
unit, accessed from Craven Road. Delivery vehicles will drive into the site in forward gear 
and reverse into the delivery bay, where products will be deposited within the warehouse. 
All store waste associated with the Lidl store will be stored within the warehousing area and 
will be collected at the same time as deliveries, thereby minimising HGV movements. 

4.29 Customer car parking is provided to the south of the stores, with disabled and parent and 
child spaces provided near to the store entrances. There is also an area of dedicated cycle 
parking again located close to the store entrance. 

SCALE 

4.30 As outlined above, the total floorspace of the proposed development is 6,701 sq.m GIA, 
however into account the existing floorspace , the total net additional floorspace to be 
provided is 454 sq.m GIA. 

4.31 This represents a modest increase in the scale of development compared to the existing 
context. As such, the proposed development is considered to be appropriate, reflecting the 
scale of existing retail units on Altrincham Retail Park. Similarly this scale also sites within 
the context of the predominantly surrounding commercial uses which extend to a maximum 
of two storeys. As such, it is considered the proposal is wholly acceptable in terms of scale, 
massing and layout. 

APP EARANCE 

4.32 The proposed development will reflect the existing appearance and palette of materials 
present within the Altrincham Retail Park. Every effort has been made to ensure the 
appearance of the downsized Homebase store and Lidl foodstore respects the surrounding 

RAPLEYS LLP 9 



land uses and road network, whilst providing a contemporary design which is attractive to 
customers visiting the store. 

4.33 The appearance of the existing two-storey Unit 1 currently comprises a range of materials. 
The front elevation comprises Forticrete Btockwork 'Hamstone·, Metallic Silver Composite 
Column casing with a PPC Aluminium Shopfront. The side and rear elevations of the building 
comprise Forticrete Blockwork 'Hamstone' and Metallic Composite Cladding. 

4.34 The elevational treatment of the downsized Homebase (revised Unit 1) will be updated 
through the provision of anthracite columns to the front of the unit and replacement 
moonstone Kingspan cladding at upper levels. New service doors will also be created on the 
rear elevation, as well as the side elevation to the garden centre. The front entrance to the 
garden centre will comprise brickwork, with aluminium framed glazing to allow natural light 
to filter through. A new entrance to the garden centre will also be created on the side 
elevation from the store. 

4.35 The proposed Lidl store (proposed Unit 1 A) will provide a clean and contemporary design, 
which will feature a single height glazed entrance including double height glazing along the 
eastern elevation of the store. Load-bearing columns will be articulated with a board panel 
in dark grey, contrasting with the silver composite cladding to match existing. The use of 
Forticrete blockwork ties the proposal to the existing material at a low level. Overall, the 
proposal will provide a more open and welcoming appearance, whilst providing consistency 
with existing retail units in retail park, through the use of blockwork and cladding 
materials. 
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5 ACCESS 

5.1 Relevant national and local policy in relation to access is as follows: 

NATIONAL POLICY 

5.2 Paragraph 108 of the NPPF advises that the transport system should be balanced in favour 
of schemes that promote sustainable transport modes, to provide people with a real choice 
about how they travel. The document further advises that encouragement should be given 
to development solutions which support reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and reduce 
congestion. Local planning authorities should therefore support schemes that seek to 
encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of transport. 

5.3 All developments that generate a significant amount of movement should be supported by a 
Transport Statement or Transport Assessment. Decisions should take account of whether: 

• Opportunities for sustainable transport modes have been taken up depending on the 
nature and location of the site; 

• Safe and suitable access to the sites can be achieved for all people; and 

• Whether improvements can be undertaken within the transport network that 
effectively limits any significant impact of the development. Development should 
only be prevented or refused on transport grounds where residual cumulative 
impacts of development are severe. 

5,4 Further, paragraph 110 states that applications for development should: 

• address the needs of people with disabilities and reduced mobility i"n relation to all 
modes of transport; and 

• allow for the efficient delivery of goods, and access by service and emergency 
vehicles. 

LOCAL PLANNING POLICY 

5.5 As outlined above, the Development Plan for Trafford Metropolitan District Council 
comprises the Trafford Local Plan: Core Strategy (2012) and the 'saved' policies of the 
Revised Trafford Unitary Development Plan (UDP) (2006). 

5.6 Policies relevant to the access elements of the proposed development are set out below. 

5.7 Policy L4: Sustainable Transport and Accessibility - This policy states that new facilities 
should be influenced by where the development is located and the quality and choice of 
transport links available to serve the development. The policy seeks to manage travel 
demand by improving the choice and quality of transport available. The policy lists a 
number of sub-points for improving transport in the area including the provision of 
pedestrian/cycle routes as well as improving public transport. 

5.8 Policy LS (Climate Change) confirms that new development should mitigate and reduce its 
impact on climate change factors, such as pollution and flooding and maximise its 
sustainability through improved environmental performance of buildings, lower carbon 
emissions and renewable or decentralised energy generation. 

5.9 Trafford's Parking Standards are set out in Appendix 3 of the adopted Core Strategy. For 
food retail development (Class A1 ), the Standard sets a maximum of 1 space per 16 sq.rn. of 
food retail floorspace. In terms of provision of parking spaces for users with mobility 
impairment, the Council will require 3 bays or 6% of total capacity, whichever is greater. 
One cycling space will be required per 140 sq.m. with 2 spaces being the minimum, and 1 
motorcycle space per 350 sq.m. will also need to be provided. 
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5.10 Further details in regards to parking standards and design can also be found in 
Supplementary Planning Document - SPD3: Parking Standards and Design (2012). 

ACCOUNT OF POLICY 

5.11 From the review of national and local planning policy above, it is clear that the provision of 
safe and adequate access to the site is important in the context of this site. The proposed 
development provides this in a number of ways. 

5.12 The site layout will continue to allow for safe and efficient movement for all users. The 
defined service areas and yards to the north of the sub-divided units will ensure that 
deliveries are separate from customer parking, complying with paragraph 110 of the NPPF 
which promotes the efficient delivery of goods, whilst minimising conflict between 
pedestrians and vehicles. 

5.13 The site is located is close proximity to public transport, with the Cheshire Cheese bus stop 
located within walking distance, to the east of the site, on the Manchester Road (AS6). 
Pedestrians will have access into the site from the main entrance on George Richards Way 
and from Manchester Road (AS6). 

5.14 Car parking serving the store (as part of the wider Altrincham Retail Park) will be retained 
to the south of Unit 1A. However, the car park will be re-configured, resulting in a net loss 
of 94 spaces. However, there will be a net increase of 4 accessible spaces and 7 parent and 
child spaces. 

5.15 A new left out egress will be created to the eastern side of the car park, as shown on the 
Proposed Site Plan. A separate servicing yard (including the delivery bay 'dock' and housing 
of plant) is proposed to the north of the store for Unit 1A. A new service yard will also be 
provided to the rear of Unit 1 to enable servicing to the Homebase unit. 

5.16 Furthermore, the proposal accords with the requirements of Policy LS: Climate Change (to 
promote a greener environment and reduce CO2 emissions) first and foremost by utilising a 
brownfield site. In addition, the proposed development will incorporate the following 
sustainability measures: 

• Deliveries will be limited to a maximum of two per day. Delivery vehicles are also 
used to remove waste from the store on their return journey to the Regional 
Distribution Centre where the waste/recyclable material is sorted and managed 
centrally; 

• Lidl recycle all paper/cardboard and plastic waste produced by the store. This 
means that over 80%of all waste produced in store is recycled; 

• Lidl recycle all paper/cardboard and plastic waste produced by the store. This 
means that over 80%of all waste produced in store is recycled: 

• Lidl stores include highly efficient condensing boilers, which recover waste heat 
from the combustion process. All heating is regulated by sensors; 

• Lidl stores use a manual dock leveller for deliveries, reducing noise emissions and 
energy use; 

• All Lidl stores are fitted with a 'Building Management System' incorporating 
movement sensors, Lux meters and thermostatic controls. This ensures that the 
back of house areas of the store are only lit when people are using them. that 
external lighting is only used when required and that the temperatures of the 
various areas within store are maintained at the correct levels. Energy efficient LED 
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lighting is used and lighting within the sales area is cutback to one third before and 
after trading hours; 

• Water consumption is carefully monitored and flow control devices and water 
meters are fitted in all stores, and, 

• Car park lighting is designed in accordance with Lidl's 'Dark Sky' policy with light 
fittings carefully specified in order to keep light spill beyond the Site boundary to a 
minimum, with Lux and timer controls fitted. 

5.17 Overall, the site is located in an accessible location that promotes access by sustainable 
transport, including public transport, walking and cycling in accordance with paragraph 108 
of the NPPF and Policies L4 and LS of Trafford Council Core Strategy. 

5.18 Overall, level of car parking provision across Altrincham Retail Park will be revised to 696 
spaces with 52 accessible spaces and 27 spaces for parents with small children. Whilst a 
reduction in the overall parking provision, the revised of spaces in the car park is deemed to 
be appropriate with the car park expected to operate within capacity for the majority of 
the week under normal trading conditions. 

5.19 In terms of cycle parking, the proposals will provide parking for an additional 14 bicycles, 
provided in line with adopted parking standard requirement, in addition to the existing 
cycle parking provision of 48 bicycles within the retail park. 
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6 SUMMARY 

6.1 This DAS has provided the design principles and concepts that have been applied to the 
development proposal, and has outlined how issues relating to access to the development 
have been dealt with for the re-configuration and sub-division of the existing Homebase 
(Unit 1) to facilitate a downsized Homebase, relocated garden centre and Lidl foodstore 
(Class Use A1) at George Richards Way, Altrincham, WA14 SGR. 

6.2 The design rationale has been informed by the location of the site, Homebase and Lidl's 
operational requirements, and the site's relationship with neighbouring land uses. It is 
considered the proposed use, quantum, layout, scale and appearance of development are 
acceptable in design terms. The proposal will make efficient use of space to provide a 
contemporary design which enhances the visual appearance of the site and surrounding 
area. 

6.3 Full account has been made of national and local planning policy and responses received 
during the pre-application consultation process, to ensure safe access for all users, as well 
as adequate parking provision. 

6.4 The proposal ensures safe and effective access for all users in accordance with the relevant 
design and access policies. 
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Appendix 1 

SITE LOCATION PLAN 
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