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EP1 – Land contamination 

EP1.1 Where a development is known to be on historic contaminated land or 
contamination could be an issue, applications will not be approved unless it is 
supported by proportionate but sufficient site investigation information in a risk 
assessment. 

 
EP1.2 Development will only be permitted on land effected by contamination where it is 

demonstrated that the contamination and land gas can be satisfactorily managed or 
remediated so that it is suitable for the proposed end use and will not impact on the 
groundwater environment, human health, buildings and the wider environment, 
during demolition and construction phases as well as during the future use of the 
site. 

 
EP1.3 In line with other policies in the Development Plan the development of brownfield 

land and therefore the Council will work with developers to safely bring forward 
derelict land for development. 

Justification 

There are sites effected by contamination within Trafford as a result of previous land uses. In order 
to make the most effective use of previously developed land within Trafford. It will be important to 
ensure that, where possible. Such land is remediated through the development process so that it 
is suitable for redevelopment. 

A risk assessment will need to determine the existence or otherwise of contamination, its nature 
and extent, the risks it may post and to whom/what so that these risks can be assessed and 
satisfactorily reduced to an acceptable level. The risk assessment should identify and evaluate 
any risks. The Local Planning Authority will determine whether further more detailed investigation 
is required, or whether any proposed remediation is satisfactory as set out in a remediation plan. A 
risk assessment should inform an Environmental Impact Assessment if one is required. 

 
 

EP2 – Noise 

EP2.1 Development which is considered to be noise sensitive, such as housing, which will 
be adjacent to major sources of noise such as roads, railways and industrial 
premises, must be accompanied by a noise assessment as part of the planning 
application process. This should include a demonstration of how mitigation 
measures will be put in place without putting unreasonable restrictions on existing 
businesses. 

 
EP2.2 Proposals for end uses that would generate high levels of noise, such as industrial 

developments using noisy machinery, noisy sports, bars and nightclubs must be 
accompanied by a noise assessment as part of the planning application process. 

Justification 

The impact of noise is a key consideration for residential amenity, it is important to protect 
residential and noise sensitive areas to ensure no harm to amenity. It is also necessary to 

24. Environmental Protection 
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consider noise creep and the cumulative impact of development. Noise sensitive uses are 
considered to be those where a quiet environment is key to the requirements of the use. 

 
 

EP3 – Air quality 

EP3.1 A range of measure will be used to achieve improvements to air quality in Trafford 
including, but not limited to, the following: 
a) Locating development in the most sustainable locations, thereby reducing 

reliance on the private car; 
b) Create layouts in new developments which minimise conflict between vehicular 

and pedestrian/cyclist movement where possible, to create routes for 
recreational or active travel that separate people from the worst affected areas 
for air quality; 

c) Promote higher density development close to public transport to ensure the 
most efficient use of land in the most sustainable locations; 

d) Include measures to minimise air pollution at the design stage and incorporate 
best practice in the design, construction and operation of the development; 

e) Provide Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure for electric and ultra-low 
emission vehicles in accordance with Policy ST7, whilst also supporting the 
aims of Policy CC2; 

f) Include green infrastructure in the design of the development and support the 
expansion of Trafford’s urban forest resource in line with the GM Tree and 
Woodland Strategy and Policy GT1, as well as tree planting measures linked to 
identified areas of poor air quality; 

g) Promote active travel links to and from development sites, and seek 
opportunities to link to key service centres and/or existing active travel routes; 

 

Justification 

Poor air quality has the potential to have an adverse impact on environmental quality, health and 
wellbeing and it is therefore one of the key issues facing Greater Manchester. The health 
implications of poor air quality mean that Local Plans need to include effective planning policies 
that help to reduce levels of harmful air pollutants such as nitrogen oxides, nitrogen dioxide (NO2), 
particulate matter (PM) and their associated consequences for people, places, the built and 
natural environment and also the economy. 

Greater Manchester has been instructed by government 
to develop a Clean Air Plan to bring Nitrogen Oxide 
(NO2) levels within legal limits as soon as possible. This 
could include a Clean Air Zone (CAZ) which is an area 
where targeted action is taken to improve air quality, by 
discouraging the most polluting vehicles from entering 
the zone. These proposals will be subject to further 
consultation across Greater Manchester. 

Greater Manchester has designated an Air Quality 
Management Area (AQMA) which covers those areas 
that regularly exceed the national air quality objective for 
Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2). A series of roads in Trafford are 

within the AQMA including much of the A56, the M60 and key routes in the north of the borough, 
particularly around Trafford Park. The Greater Manchester Air Quality Action Plan sets out 
measures which will reduce air pollution within the Greater Manchester AQMAs. 
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Strategic air quality initiatives are being led at a Greater Manchester level but there are also steps 
which Trafford can take to improve air quality and help to ensure NO2 levels are within legal limits 
in the shortest time possible. 

Tree planting in areas of poor air quality can help to improve air quality when implemented in the 
correct locations through urban cooling and shade provision, which can help to improve air quality 
due to the temperature dependency of many pollutants, for example by reducing the levels of 
ozone produced at ground level. Trees can also remove pollutants from the air and absorb or 
intercept airborne particulate matter, although in some cases this may only be temporary, whilst 
the potential release of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) by trees also needs to be taken into 
account. 

The 2019 i-Tree survey for GM via City of Trees estimated that the total level of air pollution 
removal from the current tree stock to be 847 tonnes, or the combined annual emissions from 
2,000 average cars. For Trafford, the highway tree stock is estimated to filter an estimated 7.9 
tonnes of airborne pollutants each year, whilst the filtration of Sulphur Dioxide alone was 
equivalent to the emissions of 2,940 cars every year. 

Although air pollution removed by deposition in the urban environment is low due to the small 
scale of realistic planting schemes and the relatively slow rate of transfer of pollution particles and 
to leaf surfaces, tree planting has an important role to play in helping to control its distribution by 
reducing its dispersion close to its source. 

Therefore, although tree planting designed and implemented in the wrong way has the potential to 
trap pollutants and increase public exposure, the potential benefits properly considered tree 
planting at the design stage serve to emphasise the need for green infrastructure and transport 
policies and design to be well-aligned as part of new developments and place-shaping activity, as 
design of our urban infrastructure, including green infrastructure, will determine where air pollution 
is produced, and how it disperses. 

 
 

EP4 – Hazardous installations 

EP4.1 The development of hazardous installations must demonstrate that they will not: 
a) Increase the risk for residents and members of the public, unless suitable 

measures can be agreed to mitigate risk; 
b) Compromise the primary function of the employment locality or the operations 

of neighbouring users; 
c) Compromise the potential for economic regeneration of the wider area; 
d) Bring about a significant deterioration in the quality of the environment of the 

surrounding areas; and 
e) Be contrary to other policies in the Development Plan for Trafford. 

Justification 

This policy seeks to control the development of hazardous installations or the individual or 
cumulative impact of new developments close to hazardous installations to avoid exposing people 
to risk, whilst at the same time not conflicting with Local Plan Policy on supporting economic 
growth. 

The Council is obliged to consult with the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) and other statutory 
consultees regarding development proposals for new or affecting existing hazardous installations 
where there is potential for increased numbers of existing or planned populations to be exposed to 
risk. The HSE will advise the Council regarding development within the consultation zone of a 
hazardous installation. 
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Q23. Do you agree with the draft Environmental Protection policies EP1 – EP4? If not, 
please explain why (providing supporting evidence where appropriate). 

 

Proposals for the development of new hazardous installations will be subjected to very careful 
assessment in consultation with the HSE to determine the scale of risk to both the prospective 
workforce and the occupiers of adjacent developments before any planning consent for 
development is granted. 

For existing hazardous installations, proposals for nearby development will be subjected to a 
similar approach as for new hazardous installation developments. Although development within 
designated safety zones is not automatically excluded, appropriate consideration will need to be 
given to the associated level of public risk, for which detailed information will be required to 
demonstrate how this risk will be managed and mitigated for future residents, occupants and those 
involved in the construction phases. 

 
 
 




