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1.1 The Trafford Local Plan effects everyone who lives, works and visits Trafford. 
 

1.2 Local Plans set out a vision and framework for the future development of the area, 
addressing needs and opportunities in relation to housing, the economy, community 
facilities and infrastructure – as well as a basis for conserving and enhancing the natural 
and historic environment, mitigating and adapting to climate change, and achieving well 
designed places (‘Plan Making’ PPG, paragraph 1). 

What is the Trafford Local Plan? 
 

1.3 The Trafford Local Plan is the main land use planning document for Trafford. It will cover 
the period up to 2037 and forms part of Trafford’s Development Plan, which sets out 
policies and proposals for land use in the Borough. Planning law requires that applications 
for planning permission be determined in accordance with the Development Plan, unless 
material considerations indicate otherwise. It is therefore essential that the Council has an 
up to date Development Plan in order to retain control over the type and location of 
development within the Borough, and to ensure that development is ‘plan led’. 

 
1.4 After the adoption of the Trafford Local Plan, Trafford’s Development Plan will comprise 

the following: 
• Trafford Local Plan; 
• A sub-regional plan (once adopted); 
• Greater Manchester Joint Waste Plan (adopted April 2012); 
• Greater Manchester Joint Minerals Plan (adopted April 2013); 
• Any adopted Neighbourhood Plans; and 
• Any adopted Area Action Plans (AAPs). 

How does this document relate to the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (GMSF)? 
 

1.5 This Regulation 18 Draft Trafford Local Plan has been prepared in the context of a sub- 
regional plan, the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (GMSF) 2020, reflecting its 
spatial strategy and strategic policy framework. Please see Section 2 of this draft 
Trafford Local Plan for further details. 

 
1.6 The draft Trafford Local Plan proposes detailed Trafford specific planning policies, area 

designations and site allocations to guide and manage future growth and development 
needs addressing local issues. 

What has been the process for producing this Draft Trafford Local Plan? 
 

1.7 This draft Trafford Local Plan has been prepared in accordance with Regulation 18 of The 
Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. 

 
1.8 The Trafford Local Plan ‘Issues’ Paper marked the beginning of the Trafford Local Plan 

preparation and was published for public consultation over the summer of 2018. The 
‘Issues’ Paper asked for feedback on which issues should be addressed within the Plan, 
along with a “Call for Sites” invitation, which provided the opportunity for everyone from 
developers, landowners, residents and other stakeholders to inform the Council about the 
potential allocation of sites either for development or protection. 

1. Introduction 
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1.9 The main issues raised following this consultation concerned the future relationship 
between the Trafford Local Plan and the GMSF (or alternative sub-regional plan), Green 
Belt review, transport and accessibility, town centres and retail and inclusive 
neighbourhoods. Sixty six sites were submitted through the call for sites invitation and 
most were proposed for development but some were proposed for protection. These 
comments and “Call for Sites” have been considered during the preparation of the draft 
Local Plan, how these have been taken in to account is set out in our Consultation 
Statement available on the Trafford Council Strategic Planning webpages. 

 
1.10 Following consultation on the latest draft Trafford Local Plan, the responses will be 

considered and used to develop policies and inform future versions of the Trafford Local 
Plan, which will also be subject to a further period of public consultation. 

 
1.11 The final Trafford Local Plan will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for 

examination on behalf of the Secretary of State. During the examination a Planning 
Inspector will assess whether the Local Plan has been prepared in line with relevant legal 
requirements and tests of ‘soundness’. 

 
1.12 The timetable for the production of the Local Plan is available in the Local Development 

Scheme which is published on the Trafford Council Strategic Planning web pages. 

Integrated Assessment (IA) 
 

1.13 The draft Trafford Local Plan, land use designations and associated site allocations have 
undergone assessment to consider their potential social, economic and environmental 
effects. The IA identifies the type, nature and extent of these potential effects and how the 
draft Trafford Local Plan can address them. 

 
1.14 The IA includes three separate but complimentary assessments: 

• Sustainability Appraisal / Strategic Environmental Assessment – assesses the 
effects of the Local Plan across a range of environmental, social and socio- 
economic issues 

• Health Impact Assessment – assesses effects of the Local Plan on the health and 
well-being of the population and its ability to access health related facilities and 
services 

• Equalities Impact Assessment – assesses effects of the Local Plan in terms of 
equalities issue, with particular focus on disadvantaged or excluded groups of 
people. 

 
1.15 In addition a Habitats Regulations Assessment has been completed, which assesses the 

potential for the Local Plan to affect European nature conservation sites and ensures it will 
not have a likely significant effect on them. 

 
1.16 The draft IA and Habitats Regulations Assessment are available as part of the Local Plan 

consultation documents on the Trafford Council Strategic Planning web pages where you 
can complete online surveys to submit comments on them. 

Evidence Base 
 

1.17 Local Plans must be based on up to date and relevant evidence about the economic, 
social and environmental characteristics of the area. The draft Trafford Local Plan has 
been prepared taking in to account the existing available evidence base. The production of 
the evidence base is an iterative process and when available it will be published on the 
Trafford Council Strategic Planning web pages. 

http://www.trafford.gov.uk/planning/strategic-planning/Other-Supporting-Documents/local-development-scheme.aspx
http://www.trafford.gov.uk/planning/strategic-planning/local-plan/Strategic-Planning-consultations.aspx
http://www.trafford.gov.uk/planning/strategic-planning/local-plan/core-documents-general/local-plan-evidence-base.aspx
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Navigating the Draft Trafford Local Plan 
 

1.18 This draft Trafford Local Plan includes a series of policies organised by topic, with the 
policy text formatted in bold. There are policies relating to specific places, areas of focus 
and then thematic policies covering a number of issues. The accompanying interactive 
‘Policies Map’ which is available from the Strategic Planning webpages, shows how draft 
Local Plan policies apply on the ground 

https://maps.trafford.gov.uk/
https://maps.trafford.gov.uk/
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Comments received relating to the proposed content of the GMSF 2020 are 
considered to be outside the scope of this Trafford Local Plan Regulation 18 
consultation. 

 

 
 

2.1 This Regulation 18 Draft Trafford Local Plan has been prepared in the context of a sub- 
regional plan, the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (GMSF) 2020, reflecting its 
spatial strategy and strategic policy framework. The GMSF 2020 established a range of 
thematic policies as well as a number of strategic allocations and Green Belt boundary 
amendments. Following the decision of Stockport Council in December 2020 to not 
approve the GMSF 2020 for Regulation 19 consultation or submission, the GMSF is no 
longer being progressed in its current form. The intention is to prepare an alternative sub- 
regional plan for the remaining Greater Manchester districts which will ultimately sit 
alongside the Trafford Local Plan as part of the overall Development Plan. 

 
2.2 References to the GMSF 2020 have been retained within the Draft Trafford Local Plan to 

illustrate the strategic framework that a sub-regional strategic plan may set and to give an 
indication of the anticipated growth in Trafford within a Greater Manchester context. 

 
2.3 This Regulation 18 Draft Trafford Local Plan has been published for consultation to ensure 

that progress can be made on preparing a new Local Plan for Trafford, allowing the 
Council to share the draft proposals with Trafford’s residents and businesses. It is 
acknowledged that further alterations to the strategic context of the plan may need to be 
made prior to a final draft plan being prepared. 

Scope of this consultation 
 

2.4 The following sections of the Local Plan are directly informed by the GMSF 2020 and are 
therefore subject to change as the sub-regional plan is prepared. They are considered to 
be outside the scope of this Local Plan consultation: 

 
2.5 Housing and employment land requirements: The housing and employment land 

requirements for Trafford contained in this Draft Local Plan have been taken from the 
GMSF 2020. The requirement was calculated using the standard housing needs 
methodology. The requirement for each local authority was then determined in line with 
the GMSF 2020 spatial strategy, focussing housing and employment growth primarily in 
the City Centre core, as well as the northern districts. The requirement for the southern 
districts, which includes Trafford, was then reduced to reflect the redistribution. 

 
2.6 Strategic Allocations: New Carrington and Timperley Wedge: The GMSF 2020 proposed 

two strategic development allocations at New Carrington and Timperley Wedge, both of 
which included amendments to the Green Belt boundary. The allocations are identified as 
‘Areas of Focus’ on the Trafford Local Plan policies map. The detailed allocation policies 
do not form part of the Trafford Local Plan and will be set out in a future sub-regional plan. 
The principle and scale of development for these two areas, as set out in the Area of 
Focus policies, would require changes to the Green Belt boundary. 

 
2.7 Green Belt: The Green Belt shown in this Local Plan is as currently adopted and any 

changes will be the subject of a future sub-regional plan. Changes to the Green Belt 
boundary are not within the scope of this Local Plan consultation. 

 

2. The Greater Manchester Spatial Framework 2020 
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Trafford Borough 
 

3.1 Trafford is located in the south west of Greater Manchester and has a population of 
around 237,000 people (8.5% of the Greater Manchester population) and has a diverse 
mix of communities. It is one of the smaller boroughs within Greater Manchester, covering 
an area of approximately 10,600 hectares (26,200 acres or 41 square miles). 

 
3.2 To the north and east, Trafford adjoins the Metropolitan Districts of Salford and 

Manchester and, to the south, Warrington Council and Cheshire East Council, where the 
River Bollin forms the Borough boundary. 

 
3.3 Trafford has important centres for industry and business with major and long established 

industrial estates; a high quality natural environment including leafy suburbs and large 
areas of countryside (the majority of which being Green Belt). 

 
3.4 Trafford has an outstanding educational infrastructure and is consistently amongst the top 

five local authorities in the country for educational attainment. Demand for housing in 
Trafford is very strong; the average price paid for a property in Trafford in Feb 2020 was 
£287,008, and sold prices in Trafford over the last year were 9% up on the previous year 
and 16% up on the 2017 peak of £296,401. 

 
3.5 Trafford benefits from secure and reliable 

high-speed fibre optic internet connectivity 
that is amongst the best in the country with 
99% of the Borough covered by superfast 
broadband. Trafford is also a hugely popular 
visitor destination attracting significant 
numbers of visitors to its many attractions, 
including Imperial War Museum North and 
world class sporting destinations such as 
Manchester United Football Club and 
Lancashire Cricket Club. The Trafford Centre 
Rectangle is one of the largest retail and 
leisure destinations in the UK, boasting the Trafford Centre, Chill Factore, iFly, Sea Life 
Manchester and LEGOLAND Discovery Centres, and Aerial Extreme which together 
attract over 40 million visitors per year. 

 
3.6 Trafford is highly accessible with links to the motorway, rail and Metrolink networks, and 

canals. Manchester Airport is also just minutes away providing access to international 
markets. In addition, the completion of the Metrolink extension in 2020 ensures Trafford 
Park and Trafford City has increased Trafford’s accessibility by non-car transport. 

Trafford in the Sub-Region 
 

3.7 The Trafford Local Plan will contribute to and support the vision of the Greater Manchester 
City Region becoming a world class city. Trafford is one of the main economic drivers in 
the City Region’s economy. Given Trafford’s role in the City Region, we must ensure, 
through the implementation of this Plan, that growth benefits not only Trafford’s residents 
but also that it contributes to the wider aspirations for Greater Manchester. 

3. Setting the scene 
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3.8 Trafford’s economic output stands at around £8.1bn, 
making it the second largest contributor to GM’s economy 
and comprising 13% of the City region’s economy. Trafford 
forms an important part of the southern corridor of business 
activity which extends out from GM’s regional centre. It is 
home to a number of key employment assets and over 
13,000 businesses. Over the last two decades Trafford has 
accounted for almost one in four new jobs created across 
the city region (GMFM, Oxford Economics). 

 
3.9 Trafford Park, a major industrial location for Trafford, GM, 

the North West, and the UK, is home to over 1,400 
businesses and over 41,000 employees. It has a diverse 
employment base including retail, wholesale, digital 
services and professional services. The park includes 
major business brands including Kelloggs, Adidas, 
Missguided, Cargill, Unilever, and Amazon, and is a 
significant economic asset and a strategic employment site 
in Greater Manchester. 

The Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA) 
 

3.10 Trafford is part of the Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA) which is made up 
of the ten Greater Manchester local authorities (and led by the GM Mayor), who work with 
local services, businesses, communities and other partners to improve the city region. 

 
3.11 The 10 local authorities of Greater Manchester are working together with a common 

objective of ensuring a world class city region at the heart of a thriving North of England. 
 

3.12 Greater Manchester is one of eight city regions that form combined authorities and are 
each made up of several local authorities. Each combined authority has a directly elected 
mayor. 

 
3.13 The GMCA and the Mayor have powers over health, education, housing, strategic 

planning, transport, regeneration and economic development functions. Trafford plays a 
vital role in delivering the aims and objectives of the GMCA. 

 
3.14 The Greater Manchester Strategy has established the strategic ambitions and priorities for 

the City Region. It has been written by all 10 councils, the Mayor, the NHS, transport, the 
police and the fire service, with help from businesses, voluntary, community and social 
enterprise organisations, and members of the public. 

 
 

. 



The Trafford Local Plan - Consultation Draft - February 2021 

9 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Figure 1 Key Diagram 
 
 

4. Key Diagram 




