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Please see Appendix 1 of this draft Trafford Local Plan for a map of the “Places” covered by the 
following policies. 

The Local Plan Strategic Objectives apply to the whole of Trafford and as such are somewhat 
“generic”. To ensure that this Local Plan is producing outcomes for places, the borough has been 
divided into a number of locally distinctive places that each have their own identity and character. 
The priorities for each of Trafford’s Places and how these contribute to achieving the Strategic 
Objectives of this Local Plan are set out below. The other policies within this Local Plan provide 
further detail on how proposals for development will take shape to address these priorities. 

TP1 – Trafford’s Places 
Make Trafford accessible and equal for all (SO2) 

a) All of Trafford’s Places will contribute to Trafford being an inclusive borough for all 
users regardless of age, sex or disability. Trafford’s Places will embrace and celebrate 
diversity and different needs will be considered throughout the development process. 

 
 

TP2 – Trafford Wharfside and Pomona 
The area of Trafford Wharfside and Pomona is a key 
strategic part of Trafford falling within the Manchester 
Regional Centre on the south bank of the Manchester 
Ship Canal opposite Salford Quays and Ordsall. The 
area also forms part of, and is linked to, the Regional 
Centre of Greater Manchester. 

Trafford Wharfside has great potential, as part of the 
Quays, for new economic and residential development 
and also contains Manchester United Football Club 
which is a sporting and visitor destination of 
international significance. 

Pomona is part of the former Manchester Docks and has been largely vacant for over 20 years 
following its remediation and is one of the largest vacant sites in the Manchester City Region. 
There has been piecemeal residential development to date, although work is underway to develop 
a comprehensive Masterplan for the site to guide future development proposals. It represents a 
major opportunity to expand and diversify the offer of the Manchester City Region in this location. 

Deliver the homes that Trafford needs (SO1) 
 

a) A mix of houses and apartments will be provided in an attractive functional and 
innovative mixed use neighbourhood creating a new high quality sustainable 
community 

Ensure Trafford’s resilience and carbon neutrality (SO3) 
 

b) Opportunities to locate low-carbon / decentralised energy facilities within Trafford 
Wharfside and Pomona are encouraged and supported. 

8. Trafford’s Places 
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Secure successful, sustainable and healthy communities (SO4) 

c) Residents have the skills and the ability to access jobs in the Regional Centre, 
providing access to employment opportunities. 

d) Trafford Wharfside and Pomona businesses have access to a workforce with the right 
skills to access jobs in growth sectors available locally. 

e) There is a diverse range of business and employment opportunities within Trafford 
Wharfside and Pomona. 

Maintain Trafford’s economic potential (SO5) 

f) The future development of Trafford Wharfside and Pomona reflects its significant role 
in meeting Regional Centre needs and supporting economic growth. 

g) There is provision of office use including research and development and light industrial 
uses, storage and distribution and provision of general industrial uses in line with Area 
of Focus policies AF1 and AF2. 

h) High rates of productivity, innovation and global competitiveness is enabled to attract 
high profile companies that are seeking to invest. 

Protect, improve and connect green assets (SO7) 

i) Recreation, biodiversity and active travel opportunities, where appropriate, are 
maintained, and/or enhanced at the Bridgewater Canal and the Manchester Ship Canal. 

j) Both the physical and environmental qualities of the Manchester Ship Canal and 
Bridgewater Canal are improved. 

k) The benefits of the location adjacent to the Manchester Ship Canal and the Bridgewater 
Canal are maximised by creating frontages onto it where appropriate and preserving 
and enhancing the existing canalside walkways and improving public access to these 
routes. 

Reduce the need to travel (SO8) 

l) Significant improvements to public transport infrastructure, including further 
improvements to Metrolink, securing improved access to the area by non-car modes of 
transport. 

m) Improved sustainable transport links within the Regional Centre and to other 
employment areas are secured. 

n) Improvements are made to active travel opportunities by preserving and enhancing 
existing canalside walkways and improving access to these routes. 

o) Improvements to pedestrian and cycling facilities connecting to the Bridgewater Canal, 
Manchester Ship Canal and other routes that contribute to Trafford’s integrated active 
travel network are secured. 

Enhance cultural, heritage and leisure assets (SO9) 
 

p) The potential of visitor attractions such as the Imperial War Museum and the 
Manchester United Football Club stadium is maximised. 

q) Conserve heritage assets within and beyond the Trafford Wharfside and Pomona place 
boundary. 

 
 

TP3 – Trafford Park 
Trafford Park plays a vital role not just within Trafford, but also across the sub region, employing in 
excess of 40,000 people, 15,000 of who come in from outside Trafford. Delivering high levels of 
employment growth in this area will help to maximise the accessibility of jobs to residents across 
Greater Manchester, particularly by public transport. 
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Manchester Ship Canal 

Trafford Park lies at the northern end of the Manchester Ship Canal and is 
one of Europe’s largest industrial parks. It is bounded to the east by the 
area of Wharfside and Pomona and to the west by the Trafford Centre 
Rectangle. 

Two key inland waterways run through this area – the Bridgewater Canal 
which has the scope to increase tourism and enhance its role as an 
environmental asset and active travel opportunity, and the Manchester 
Ship Canal which has the scope to provide opportunities for the increased 
sustainable movement of freight. The area also contains the Trafford 
Ecology Park designated a Local Nature Reserve. 

Trafford Park’s industrial past is still visible and is characterised by 
heritage features such as the Grade II listed Barton Bridge on the 

 

Ensure Trafford’s resilience and carbon neutrality (SO3) 
 

a) Opportunities to locate low-carbon / decentralised energy facilities within Trafford Park 
are encouraged and supported. 

b) The development of waste management facilities is supported. 

Establish successful, sustainable and healthy communities (SO4) 

c) Trafford Park businesses have access to a workforce with the right skills to access jobs 
in growth sectors available locally. 

d) Provide access to employment and training opportunities for Trafford residents. 

Maintain Trafford’s economic potential (SO5) 

e) The provision of digital infrastructure is improved and it is ensured that businesses 
have access to the high speed fibre-optic networks that exists in the area. 

f) The demands for expanding modern businesses are accommodated, whilst protecting 
the established industrial base. 

g) The future development of the Trafford Park area reflects its significant role in meeting 
the needs of the Regional Centre. 

h) Trafford Park remains the home of global businesses, presenting strong brand 
recognition. 

i) There is the provision of modern industrial, storage and distribution, in line with Area of 
Focus policy AF3. 

j) Development enables high rates of productivity, innovation and global competitiveness 
attracting high profile companies that are seeking to invest. 

k) There is a diverse range of business and employment opportunities within Trafford 
Park. 

Protect, improve and connect green assets (SO7) 
 

l) Provision is maintained, and/or enhanced at the Bridgewater Canal for recreational, 
biodiversity and active travel opportunities. 

m) The role of the Ecology Park is safeguarded in the future and that other environmental 
and historic assets are protected and enhanced. 

n) Sufficient and good quality open space for recreational purposes within the Trafford 
Park area to provide recreational opportunities for employees of businesses within the 
area. 
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Reduce the need to travel (SO8) 
 

o) Significant improvements will be secured to public transport infrastructure, including 
further improvements to Metrolink, securing improved access to the area by non-car 
modes of transport. 

p) Improved sustainable transport links within Trafford Park to the Regional Centre and 
other employment areas are secured. 

q) Improvements are made to active travel opportunities by preserving and enhancing 
existing canalside walkways, and providing new and enhanced active travel routes 
within the Trafford Park area. 

r) Improvements to pedestrian and cycling facilities connecting to the Bridgewater Canal, 
Manchester Ship Canal and other routes that contribute to Trafford’s integrated active 
travel network are secured. 

Enhance cultural, heritage and leisure assets (SO9) 

s) Opportunities to increase tourism opportunities that make the most of the Bridgewater 
Canal are realised. 

t) Conserve heritage assets within and beyond the Trafford Park place boundary. 
 
 

TP4 – Trafford Centre Rectangle 
This area is made up of a range of existing uses 
including retail, leisure, commercial, hotel and industry / 
warehousing uses. It is considered that there are a 
number of opportunities to redevelop existing sites within 
this area. 

Deliver the homes that Trafford needs (SO1) 
 

a) A mix of houses and apartments will be provided in an attractive functional and 
innovative mixed use neighbourhood creating a new high quality sustainable 
community at Trafford Waters in line with Area of Focus policy AF4. 

Establish successful, sustainable and healthy communities (SO4) 
 

b) Major mixed use sustainable development is delivered including offices, commercial, 
leisure, residential and community facilities in line with national planning guidance and 
the Area of Focus policy AF4. 

c) There is provision of additional utility capacity, including the reinforcement of the local 
waste water treatment works. 

Maintain Trafford’s economic potential (SO5) 
 

d) Digital infrastructure is improved and businesses have access to the high speed fibre- 
optic network that exists in the area. 

e) High quality development is delivered, reflecting the significance of areas as a visitor 
destination of regional significance. 

f) The significance of the Trafford Centre and the contribution it makes to the local and 
regional economy is recognised. 

Protect, improve and connect green assets (SO7) 
 

g) Provision, where appropriate, is maintained, and/or enhanced to the Manchester Ship 
Canal and the Bridgewater Canal for recreational, biodiversity and active travel 
opportunities. 
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h) Both the physical and environmental qualities of the Manchester Ship Canal, 
Bridgewater Canal and the Barton Bridge Swing Aqueduct are improved. 

i) The benefits of its location adjacent to the Manchester Ship Canal and the Bridgewater 
Canal are maximised by creating frontages onto it where appropriate and preserving 
and enhancing the existing canalside walkways and improving public access to these 
routes. 

Reduce the need to travel (SO8) 
 

j) Improvements to the road layout to enable improved public transport and active travel 
connectivity, including Metrolink, between neighbourhoods and to employment 
locations securing improved access to the area by non-car modes of transport. 

k) Provision of significant road infrastructure as part of the West Gateway Infrastructure 
Scheme (WGIS). 

l) Improvements to pedestrian and cycling facilities connecting to the Bridgewater Canal, 
Manchester Ship Canal and other routes that contribute to Trafford’s integrated active 
travel network will be secured. 

Enhance cultural, heritage and leisure assets (SO9) 
 

m) Conserve heritage assets within and beyond the Trafford Centre Rectangle place 
boundary. 

 
 

TP5 – Old Trafford 
Old Trafford is a densely populated area at the north 
east tip of the Borough, close to Manchester City 
Centre and dissected by the A56, Bridgewater Canal 
and the Manchester to Altrincham Metrolink line. It 
contains significant historic buildings many of which 
have listed building status and are contained in the 
Empress Conservation Area. It is home to dense 
residential development, both Victorian terraced 
housing and more modern social housing together 
with significant office development, anchored by 
Trafford Town Hall. 

Old Trafford is home to the major tourist and leisure attractions of Lancashire County Cricket Club 
and Manchester United Football Club as well as being home to the new UA92 university campus. 

The area as a whole suffers from low levels of open space and part of Clifford Ward is ranked 
among the 10% most deprived areas in the country. The area is known for its very diverse 
population and vibrant communities with a significant proportion of people who live there 
originating from black and minority ethnic (BME) backgrounds. 

The area is relatively well served by bus links to the city centre, however there is a need to 
develop better orbital links, particularly to Trafford Park. The new Metrolink Trafford Park line has 
recently improved orbital links between Old Trafford, Trafford Park and the Trafford Centre. 

The Civic Quarter Area Action Plan takes in a large part of the Old Trafford area. See Area of 
Focus policy AF6 for further details. 
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Deliver the homes that Trafford needs (SO1) 
 

a) A mix of houses and apartments will be provided in an attractive functional and 
innovative mixed use neighbourhood creating a new high quality sustainable 
community 

Ensure Trafford’s resilience and carbon neutrality (SO3) 
 

b) Opportunities to locate low-carbon / decentralised energy facilities such as a District 
Heat Network and associated infrastructure within the Civic Quarter are encouraged 
and supported. 

Secure successful, sustainable and healthy communities (SO4) 
 

c) Residents in Old Trafford have the skills and the ability to access jobs in Trafford Park, 
Stretford and the Regional Centre. 

d) Local employment opportunities will be accessible to all ethnic groups within the local 
community. 

Maintain Trafford’s economic potential (SO5) 
 

e) The development of offices and small-scale ancillary commercial/community uses 
limited to a level to meet the needs of the occupiers will be permitted at Cornbrook 
Station Office Area in line with policy EC2 (local employment areas). 

f) The development of small-scale business, industry and warehousing and similar 
appropriate uses will be permitted at Hadfield Street Industrial Area and at Longford 
Trading Estate in line with policy EC2 (local employment areas). 

Protect, improve and connect green assets (SO7) 
 

g) Provision, where appropriate, is maintained, and/or enhanced at the Bridgewater Canal 
for recreational, biodiversity and active travel opportunities. 

h) Sufficient and good quality open space for recreational purposes within Old Trafford is 
to provide recreational opportunities to reduce current deficiencies and issues of poor 
quality in open space provision and outdoor sports facilities. 

Reduce the need to travel (SO8) 
 

i) Diverse neighbourhoods including Old Trafford, Gorse Hill and Firswood are well 
connected with the Regional Centre and Stretford to enable easy access to 
employment, retail and community facilities. 

j) Improvements to the road layout to enable improved public transport and active travel 
connectivity between neighbourhoods and to employment locations particularly along 
the A56 and to the Regional Centre is encouraged. 

k) Improved sustainable transport links to Trafford Park, the Regional Centre and other 
employment areas are secured. 

l) Improvements to pedestrian and cycling facilities connecting to the Bridgewater Canal 
and other routes that contribute to Trafford’s integrated active travel network are 
secured. 

Enhance cultural, heritage and leisure assets (SO9) 
 

m) Conserve heritage assets within and beyond the Old Trafford place boundary. 
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TP6 – Carrington and Partington 
The Carrington and Partington area is located in the west of 
Trafford, to the east of the Manchester Ship Canal. It covers a 
significant area, including the two distinct residential communities 
of Carrington and Partington, as well as a number of existing and 
redundant industrial uses. The area has important links to the 
Mersey Valley to the north of the area, as well as open countryside 
to the south. 

The Carrington area has traditionally been dominated by a petrochemical works; however more 
recently, other industrial uses have been developed, as well as the Carrington Business Park. 
Significant new residential and employment development is currently under construction, this first 
phase of development is known as ‘Carrington Village’. 

Partington, a former small rural settlement (of which some historic buildings and features still 
remain) was transformed by significant house building in the 1960s and 1970s. Much of the 
housing in Partington is managed by Housing Associations and there are plans to improve the 
existing residential area with enhanced green infrastructure and active travel links. The 
redevelopment of the local centre and new community facilities has provided enhanced services 
and facilities to the Partington community. 

The Carrington and Partington area has relatively high levels of unemployment and some parts 
are identified in the top 10% of the most deprived communities in England. 

Transport infrastructure in the Carrington and Partington area is limited and this contributes to the 
isolated feeling of the area, access to the regional centre and other parts of Trafford is very poor. 
Plans are being developed, in consultation with the community, for a new Carrington Relief Road 
which would provide improved connectivity and help to ease congestion. Further improvements 
are planned to highways, public transport and active travel infrastructure as part of the wider New 
Carrington development. 

The area has been identified for significant residential and employment development in the New 
Carrington strategic allocation; approximately 4,300 homes and up to 380,000 sqm of employment 
floorspace are planned for the area. This development will have a transformational impact on the 
area and will provide enhanced services and facilities to the existing communities, helping to 
create a more mixed use sustainable community by reducing isolation through new transport and 
social infrastructure and improved access to green spaces. 

Deliver the homes that Trafford needs (SO1) 

a) Deliver high quality, sustainable residential development as part of a high quality mixed 
use redevelopment scheme. 

b) Deliver the appropriate mix of housing types and tenures needed to achieve a more 
balanced housing market in Carrington and Partington. 

c) The new residential growth in New Carrington is delivered in line with the emerging 
allocation policy and Area of Focus Policy AF7. 

Secure successful, sustainable and healthy communities (SO4) 
 

d) Residents have the skills and the ability to access jobs in the Carrington and Partington 
area. 

e) Health inequalities and deprivation in Carrington and Partington are reduced 
significantly. 

f) The capacity of community facilities including health and education is significantly 
increased, providing for the needs of the new and existing community. 
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Maintain Trafford’s economic potential (SO5) 
 

g) The economic capacity of Carrington will be redeveloped enabling significant new 
economic activity to secure its future economic viability. 

Revitalise Trafford’s town centres (SO6) 
 

h) The provision of sustainable modes of transport linking Carrington and Partington to 
key town centres and Manchester is secured. 

i) A new local population will support the revitalised local centre (and a new local centre 
that will be delivered in line with Area of Focus Policy AF7) in Partington providing local 
services and facilities. 

Protect, improve and connect green assets (SO7) 
 

j) Linkages to the Mersey Valley and other greenspace assets will be protected and 
enhanced to maximise recreational, biodiversity and active travel opportunities. 

k) Opportunities for wetland habitat creation are secured, where appropriate. 
l) The use of previously developed land will maximised. 

Reduce the need to travel (SO8) 

m) Carrington and Partington are well connected by sustainable transport modes with 
Partington Local Centre and Sale Town Centre to enable easy access to employment, 
retail and community facilities. 

n) The physical isolation of the Carrington and Partington area is reduced through 
enhanced sustainable transport modes. 

o) Improvements are made to the road layout and public transport connectivity to the rest 
of Trafford and into Manchester. 

p) Substantial improvements to road infrastructure are made, including the delivery of the 
Carrington Relief Road. 

q) Improvements to pedestrian and cycling facilities connecting to the Trans Pennine 
Trail, the Mersey Valley and other routes that contribute to Trafford’s integrated active 
travel network are secured. 

Enhance cultural, heritage and leisure assets (SO9) 
 

r) Conserve heritage assets within and beyond the Carrington and Partington place 
boundary. 

 
 

TP7 - Altrincham 
Altrincham, as a place, is comprised of a number of neighbourhoods, including Broadheath, 
Brooklands, Timperley and Broomwood (which is part of Village Ward and is ranked among the 
10% most deprived areas in the country). 

Development in the Altrincham Place is well integrated, creating well connected neighbourhoods. 
To the north of the town centre is a mixed suburban area, characterised by semi-detached 
housing, the historic Linotype Conservation Area, retail/commercial centres and industrial land, 
most notably the Broadheath industrial area. To the south are high-quality residential suburbs 
including Bowdon and Hale Barns, many of these are also Conservation Areas. 

Altrincham Town Centre is a vibrant commercial and cultural centre and traditional market town 
quarter protected by Conservation Area status. With numerous listed buildings, it retains many 
features of its historic past. The town centre was made a Business Improvement District in 2016 
and the Altrincham Town Centre Neighbourhood Business Plan was adopted in 2017. The town 
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centre has undergone significant public realm improvements in recent years and it is a popular 
location for shopping and has a vibrant night time economy that needs to be responsibly managed 
to ensure anti-social behaviour is minimised. The Altair scheme, a mixed use development made 
up of retail, leisure, offices and apartments will transform the area immediately south of the Town 
Centre. 

The Altrincham Interchange is served by the Metrolink, heavy rail and many bus routes. The area 
is served by good links to the motorway network and Manchester Airport, with the A56 running 
north-south through it and the A560 and A538 running east-west. The Bridgewater Canal runs 
north-south through the area and provides habitat for wildlife as well as offering opportunities for 
recreation and active travel through walking and cycling. A new HS2 Airport Station is proposed in 
the far south of the area, located to the west of the M56 and close to Manchester Airport. This will 
provide strategic rail connections and there are also long term proposals for Northern Powerhouse 
Rail services at the station providing enhanced connections to Manchester Piccadilly and other 
major cities across the north. 

 

The area around Altrincham Town Centre and towards 
Broadheath has significant potential as Heat and 
Energy Opportunity Areas. 

The area contains many listed buildings of historic 
significance and much of the area is covered by 
Conservation Area designation. There are a number of 
shopping areas including Hale and Hale Barns. The 
area features extensive open land including Green Belt 
land, which in the east separates Hale from Timperley 
and, in the south, separates Trafford from Cheshire 

East (at the River Bollin). Altrincham also contains Stamford Park which is a registered Park of 
Special Historic Interest. 

The area has been identified for significant residential and employment development in the 
Timperley Wedge strategic allocation; approximately 1,700 homes and up to 15,000 sqm of 
employment floorspace are planned for the area within the Plan period. The new employment 
floorspace will be delivered at Davenport Green, close to Manchester Airport. 

Deliver the homes that Trafford needs (SO1) 
 

a) Residential development is sensitively integrated and enhances the historic character, 
landscape and amenity of the area particularly within the residential suburbs such as 
Bowdon and Hale Barns. 

b) The new residential growth in Timperley Wedge is delivered in line Area of Focus Policy 
AF8. 

Ensure Trafford’s resilience and carbon neutrality (SO3) 
 

c) Opportunities to locate low-carbon / decentralised energy facilities within the area, in 
particular the area immediately surrounding Altrincham Town Centre and Broadheath, 
are encouraged. 

Secure successful, sustainable and healthy communities (SO4) 
 

d) Residents in Altrincham and neighbouring communities, especially Broomwood, have 
the skills and the ability to access jobs in Broadheath, Altrincham Town Centre, 
Manchester Airport and the Regional Centre. 
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Maintain Trafford’s economic potential (SO5) 
 

e) The development of offices and small-scale ancillary commercial/community uses, 
limited to a level to meet the needs of the occupiers will be permitted at Altrincham 
Business Park in line with policy EC2 (local employment areas). 

f) The development of small-scale business, industry and warehousing and similar 
appropriate uses will be permitted at Broadheath Employment Area, Dairyhouse Lane 
Employment Site and Canal Road Industrial Area in line with policy EC2 (local 
employment areas). 

g) In particular, Broadheath is consolidated and retained as the principal location in the 
south of the Borough for industrial purposes. 

h) Changes to the industrial land around Altrincham Town Centre to other uses is 
carefully managed, in order to protect economic/employment uses in the area. 

i) New office growth in Timperley Wedge is delivered in line with the emerging Allocation 
policy 

Revitalise Trafford’s town centres (SO6) 
 

j) Altrincham continues to be promoted as the Principal Town Centre and key economic 
driver, ensuring a balance of employment, residential, retail, leisure opportunities and a 
responsible night time economy. 

Protect, improve and connect green assets (SO7) 
 

k) The character of the environment, landscape and skylines, especially from Dunham 
New Park to Oldfield Road, Altrincham and from the A56 through Bowdon, are 
protected and enhanced. 

l) Provision, where appropriate, is maintained, and/or enhanced at the Bridgewater Canal 
for recreational, biodiversity and active travel opportunities. 

m) Accessibility and recreational opportunities particularly along linear wildlife corridors 
within the Bollin Valley, along Timperley Brook and Fairywell Brook are protected and 
enhanced. 

n) The use of previously developed land will maximised. 

Reduce the need to travel (SO8) 

o) Diverse neighbourhoods including Broomwood, Brooklands, Timperley, Bowdon and 
Hale are well connected with Altrincham Town Centre and Broadheath by sustainable 
travel modes to enable easy access to employment, retail and community facilities. 

p) Improvements to the road layout, to enable improved public transport and active travel 
connectivity between neighbourhoods and to employment locations particularly along 
the A56, the A560 and the A538 to improve east west connectivity through the area from 
Carrington through Timperley Wedge to Manchester Airport and Stockport is 
encouraged. 

q) More pedestrian movement between residential and commercial areas is encouraged 
particularly to tackle the barrier that the A56 creates. 

r) Congestion and air pollution along the A56 is reduced. 
s) Improvements to pedestrian and cycling facilities connecting the Bridgewater Canal, 

Brookes Drive and Trans Pennine Trail and other routes that contribute to Trafford’s 
integrated active travel network are secured. 

Enhance cultural, heritage and leisure assets (SO9) 
 

t) Grade I and II* listed buildings and their settings are protected and enhanced. 
u) The numerous designated Conservation Areas within the Altrincham Place are 

protected and enhanced. 
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v) Opportunities are secured to enhance and promote wider use of John Leigh Park and 
the Historic Parks and Gardens of Stamford Park. 

w) Designated and non-designated heritage and archaeological assets, and their settings, 
are protected and enhanced, in particular those “at risk”. 

 
 

TP8 - Sale 
Sale is located south of the Mersey Valley and has a mostly suburban character. It is made up of a 
number of distinct communities, including Ashton-Upon-Mersey, Brooklands, Sale Moor, the Sale 
West estate and Sale Town Centre itself. The character of some of these areas is distinctive and 
preserved with Conservation Area status in two small areas at Ashton-Upon-Mersey and Brogden 
Grove. 

Sale Town Centre is a key commercial, retail and leisure hub in 
Trafford with plans to redevelop The Square Shopping Centre to 
create new retail and leisure areas. There are also a number of 
local and district shopping centres in the area, including Sale 
Moor. Sale has a few small, industrial estates which offer valuable 
local employment opportunities. 

To the north of Sale, the Mersey Valley provides an important 
green infrastructure resource including a wide variety of green 
spaces and sporting facilities for local communities, for example at 
Sale Water Park. The Bridgewater Canal provides habitat for 
wildlife as well as offering opportunities for recreation. 

The Sale West estate and parts of Sale Moor suffer from relatively 
high levels of deprivation and poor quality open space. Sale West 
is part of St Marys ward and is ranked among the 10% most 
deprived areas in the country. 

Transportation links to both the Regional Centre and the principal town centre of Altrincham are 
good with the Altrincham Metrolink line running north-south through the area. There are active 
travel links along the Bridgewater Canal which runs north-south through the area with further 
improvements to the walking and cycling network planned through the Bee Network programme. 
The A56 dissects the area and can act as a barrier to communities accessing services and 
facilities. 

The Sale area abuts the New Carrington development proposals in the west. These proposals will 
be integrated with the Sale community and also offer opportunities for improved public transport 
and social infrastructure. 

Deliver the homes that Trafford needs (SO1) 
 

a) Secure appropriate levels of residential development within the town centre. 
b) The new residential growth in the Sale West area of the New Carrington development is 

delivered in line with the emerging allocation policy. 

Ensure Trafford’s resilience and carbon neutrality (SO3) 
 

c) Opportunities to locate low-carbon / decentralised energy facilities within the area, in 
particular the area immediately surrounding Sale Town Centre are encouraged. 
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Maintain Trafford’s economic potential (SO5) 

d) Residents in Sale and neighbouring communities, especially Sale West, have the skills 
and the ability to access jobs in Sale Town Centre, Carrington, Altrincham and the 
Regional Centre. 

e) The development of offices and small-scale ancillary commercial/community uses, 
limited to a level to meet the needs of the occupiers will be permitted at Sale Business 
Park in line with policy EC2 (local employment areas). 

f) The development of small-scale business, industry and warehousing and similar 
appropriate uses will be permitted at Cross Street Employment Area, Danefield Road 
Industrial Area and Britannia Road/Dane Road Industrial Area in line with policy EC2 
(local employment areas). 

Revitalise Trafford’s town centres (SO6) 

g) The vitality and viability of Sale Town Centre is protected and enhanced, diversifying 
the uses in the town centre as part of the redevelopment of The Square Shopping 
Centre. 

h) There is adequate local retail provision in Sale West and Sale Moor. 

Protect, improve and connect green assets (SO7) 

i) Provision, where appropriate, is maintained, and/or enhanced at the Bridgewater Canal 
for recreational, biodiversity and active travel opportunities. 

j) There is an even distribution of accessible green space and play facilities. 
k) The use of previously developed land will be maximised. 

Reduce the need to travel (SO8) 

l) Diverse neighbourhoods including Ashton on Mersey, Priory, Sale Moor, St. Mary’s, 
Sale West, Broadheath and Brooklands are well connected by sustainable and active 
travel modes with Sale Town Centre to enable easy access to employment, retail and 
community facilities. 

m) Improvements to the road layout, to enable improved public transport and active travel 
connectivity between neighbourhoods and to employment locations particularly along 
the A56 and in Sale West to reduce car dependence is encouraged. 

n) More pedestrian movement between residential and commercial areas is encouraged 
particularly to tackle the barrier that the A56 creates. 

o) Congestion and air pollution along the A56 is reduced. 
p) Improvements to pedestrian and cycling facilities connecting to the Bridgewater Canal, 

Trans Pennine Trail, the Mersey Valley and other routes that contribute to Trafford’s 
integrated active travel network are secured. 

Enhance cultural, heritage and leisure assets (SO9) 
 

q) Protect and enhance heritage assets within and beyond the Sale place boundary. 
 
 

TP9 - Stretford 
Stretford is an urban area in the north east of Trafford which includes the wards of Longford, 
Gorse Hill and Stretford. Transport links to Manchester City Centre and to Altrincham Town Centre 
are good with both the A56 and the Manchester to Altrincham Metrolink line running north-south 
through the area. East-west linkages, however, are less strong through Edge Lane and Kingsway 
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between south Manchester and Urmston. Part of Stretford ward is ranked among the 10% most 
deprived areas in the country. 

The Bridgewater Canal runs north-south through the area and provides habitat for wildlife as well 
as offering opportunities for recreation and active travel 
through walking and cycling. 

Stretford Town Centre is dominated by Stretford Mall which 
has recently undergone significant refurbishment. The town 
centre is also home to the prominent historic Essoldo 
Cinema, Victoria Park and Stretford Public Hall. Trafford 
Council has commenced work on an Area Action Plan for 
Stretford which will help to deliver new homes and town 
centre improvements to Stretford Town Centre. The existing 
Refreshed Stretford Masterplan provides opportunities for 

significant investment for Stretford with much improved prospects for education and employment. 

Although deficient in open space in some areas Stretford contains Trafford’s largest and one of its 
most popular parks, Longford Park, part of the Rylands legacy along with Stretford Public Hall. 
Also designated a Conservation Area, Longford Park offers significant opportunities to enhance its 
historic and natural assets. 

Deliver the homes that Trafford needs (SO1) 

a) Secure appropriate levels of residential development within the town centre. 

Ensure Trafford’s resilience and carbon neutrality (SO3) 

b) Opportunities to locate low-carbon / decentralised energy facilities within the area, in 
particular the area immediately surrounding Stretford Town Centre are encouraged. 

Maintain Trafford’s economic potential (SO5) 
 

c) Residents in Stretford and neighbouring communities have the skills and ability to 
access jobs in Trafford Park, Stretford Town Centre and the Regional Centre. 

Revitalise Trafford’s town centres (SO6) 
 

d) The vitality and viability of Stretford Town Centre is protected and enhanced, with a 
more balanced provision of retail and leisure secured. 

Protect, improve and connect green assets (SO7) 
 

e) Provision, where appropriate, is maintained, and/or enhanced at the Bridgewater Canal 
for recreational, biodiversity and active travel opportunities. 

f) The use of previously development land will maximised. 
g) Longford Park is enhanced and recreational opportunities maximised. 

Reduce the need to travel (SO8) 

h) Neighbourhoods are well connected with Stretford Town Centre to enable easy access 
to employment, retail and community facilities. 

i) Improvements to the road layout, to enable improved public transport and active travel 
connectivity between neighbourhoods and to employment locations particularly 
Trafford Park and the Regional Centre will be supported. 

j) More pedestrian movement between residential and commercial areas is encouraged 
particularly to tackle the barrier created by the A56. 

k) Congestion and air pollution along the A56 is reduced. 
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l) Improvements to pedestrian and cycling facilities connecting to the Bridgewater Canal, 
the Mersey Valley and other routes that contribute to Trafford’s integrated active travel 
network are secured. 

Enhance cultural and heritage assets (SO9) 
 

m) Protect and enhance heritage assets within and beyond the Stretford place boundary in 
particular at Longford Park. 

 
 

TP10 – Urmston 
The Urmston area is made up of a number of distinct 
residential neighbourhoods including Flixton, Davyhulme, 
Woodsend and Urmston itself. The area is bounded by the 
M60, the Manchester Ship Canal and the Mersey Valley. It is 
traversed by the Manchester to Liverpool railway line. 
Urmston is immediately adjacent to the Trafford Centre 
Rectangle area. . 

It is predominantly a residential area with Urmston Town 
Centre at its heart. The town centre was redeveloped a 
number of years ago and there are plans for a redeveloped 
market site. Urmston is located between the two main employment areas of Trafford Park and 
Carrington and is a popular residential area with commuters travelling both within Trafford and the 
City Region. 

The area has been identified as an Active Neighbourhood and a scheme is currently being 
developed which aims to improve walking and cycling connectivity in the area. 

Urmston is well provided for in terms of parks, open spaces and countryside sites such as 
Davyhulme Park, Flixton Park, Urmston Meadows, Wellacre and Davyhulme Millennium Nature 
Reserve, although the quality of facilities is variable There are good links through to the wider 
countryside of the Mersey Valley, However there are further opportunities to improve these 
linkages, complement the Urmston Active Neighbourhood and increase local access to 
greenspace and nature at the former William Wroe Golf Course, with additional ecosystem 
services benefits. 

Deliver the homes that Trafford needs (SO1) 
 

a) Secure appropriate levels of residential development within the town centre. 

Secure successful, sustainable and healthy communities (SO4) 

b) Residents in Urmston and neighbouring communities, have the skills and abilities to 
access jobs in Trafford Park, Urmston Town Centre, Carrington and the Regional 
Centre. 

Ensure Trafford’s resilience and carbon neutrality (SO3) 
 

c) Opportunities to locate low-carbon / decentralised energy facilities within the area, in 
particular the area immediately surrounding Urmston Town Centre are encouraged. 

Revitalise Trafford’s town centres (SO6) 
 

d) The vitality and viability of Urmston Town Centre is protected and enhanced, with the 
convenience and comparison retail offer consolidated and improved. 
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Protect, improve and connect green assets (SO7) 
 

e) Linkages to the Mersey Valley will be protected and enhanced to maximise recreational, 
biodiversity and active travel opportunities, alongside the improvement in quality of key 
parks, open space and countryside sites. 

f) The use of previously developed land will be maximised. 

Reduce the need to travel (SO8) 

g) Diverse neighbourhoods including Urmston, Davyhulme and Flixton are well connected 
with Urmston Town Centre to enable easy access to employment, retail and community 
facilities. 

h) Improvements to the road layout to enable improved public transport and active travel 
connectivity between neighbourhoods and to employment locations particularly 
Trafford Park and the Regional Centre will be supported. 

i) Improvements to east-west public transport linkages will be secured. 
j) Development will link up to public transport through enhanced pedestrian and cycle 

routes including train stations and local bus services. 
k) Improvements to pedestrian and cycling facilities connecting to the Mersey Valley and 

other routes that contribute to Trafford’s integrated active travel network are made. 
l) Improve traffic congestion and air pollution in the area closest to the Trafford Centre 
m) Parking problems associated with Trafford General Hospital will be improved. 

Enhance cultural, heritage and leisure assets (SO9) 

n) Protect and enhance heritage assets within and beyond the Urmston place boundary. 
 
 

TP11 – Mersey Valley 
The River Mersey runs east to west across Trafford, separating the urban areas of Urmston and 
Stretford from Carrington and Sale. It is dissected by the M60 and A56. The valley either side of 
the river forms a unique green wedge of land which is predominately meadowland and agricultural 
land in the floodplain, containing few buildings and protected from development by its designation 
as Green Belt. It is a highly valued area balanced for nature conservation and recreation in close 
proximity to populated urban areas and contains many SBIs (Sites of Biological Importance). 

The area contains Sale Water Park, a regional centre for water sports and recreation whose 
popularity is ever growing and which is the base for volunteering and practical conservation 
projects across Trafford. Other prominent sites across the Mersey Valley include Stretford 
Meadows (former landfill site), Turn Moss, Banky Meadows, Urmston Meadows and Wellacre The 
Trans Pennine Trail runs through the Mersey Valley from Carrington to Sale Water Park, crossing 
The Mersey via The Millennium Bridge close to the Carrington Spur before passing over the M60 
close to Stretford Meadows and under the A56 alongside Kickety Brook. 

Ensure Trafford’s resilience and carbon neutrality (SO3) 

a) Measures that would mitigate the effects of flood risk from the Mersey Valley on the 
surrounding built environment are promoted. 

Secure successful, sustainable and healthy communities (SO4) 

b) The access to and the potential of this area maximised to improve the health of 
Trafford’s residents. 
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Maintain Trafford’s economic potential (SO5) 
 

c) The opportunities for employment in recreation and tourism to maintain the quality of 
this resource are recognised. 

Protect, improve and connect green assets (SO7) 
 

d) The Mersey Valley is protected from inappropriate residential development that would 
harm the openness and character of the landscape. 

e) Opportunities for recreation and improvement to infrastructure at Sale Water Park are 
maximised. 

f) Opportunities for Stretford Meadows as a woodland / recreation area are promoted. 
g) Tourism is managed to maintain the quality of provision and minimise conflict between 

different recreation uses and with nature conservation. 
h) Visitor numbers to the Mersey Valley are improved. 
i) The use of Turn Moss for recreation and access to nature is improved. 
j) The very high quality natural environment including the character of the different 

landscape types is protected and enhanced. 
k) Improvements to biodiversity, including by connecting greenspaces, are secured. 
l) Opportunities are maximised for key sites such as Stretford Meadows, Turn Moss, 

Urmston Meadows and Wellacre to improve the recreation offer and natural 
environment in Trafford 

m) A balance between recreational needs of residents and nature conservation is 
achieved. 

n) Provision, where appropriate, is maintained, and/or enhanced at the Bridgewater Canal 
for recreational, biodiversity and active travel opportunities. 

Reduce the need to travel (SO8) 

o) Improvements to pedestrian and cycling facilities connecting to the Mersey Valley, 
Bridgewater Canal and Trans Pennine Trail and other routes that contribute to 
Trafford’s integrated active travel network are secured. 

p) Improved access is secured to the area by sustainable modes of transport such as 
through quality of signage and paths, particularly from Trafford’s most deprived areas. 

Enhance cultural, heritage and leisure assets (SO9) 
 

q) Protect and enhance heritage assets within and beyond the Mersey Valley place 
boundary. 

 
 

TP12 – Rural communities 
Almost two fifths of Trafford is countryside, the majority protected from development by Green 
Belt. The Rural Communities Place is bounded by the River Bollin to the south, Partington and 
Carrington to the north, Sale West and Altrincham and Bowdon to the east. 

The area is thinly populated, and contains the historic rural settlements of Dunham, Dunham 
Woodhouses and Warburton, which offer no opportunities for growth other than to meet specific 
local needs, in particular to address the matter of affordability. 

The area is a significant green wedge of land linking the wider countryside of Cheshire East and 
Warrington right up to the urban edge of Trafford. It contains designated areas of high biodiversity 
importance including ancient woodland and the Scheduled Ancient Monument, Watch Hill. Most of 
Trafford’s farms and best agricultural land are located here, with most of it is still being farmed, 
albeit with reduced employment levels. 



The Trafford Local Plan - Consultation Draft - February 2021 

32 

 

 

Q3. Do you agree with the draft Trafford’s Places policies and feel that they capture the 
priorities for Trafford? If not, please explain why (providing supporting evidence where 
appropriate). 

Q4. If you feel the Local Plan should identify a different Trafford Place, please provide 
further information including a map indicating its location. 

 

It contains Trafford’s most significant countryside visitor attraction – Dunham Massey Park, which 
is designated an Historic Park and Garden giving the public access to a range of recreation 
opportunities. 

There are no major roads through this part of Trafford and public transport access to the Regional 
Centre and Trafford’s town centres is limited, thereby creating relatively isolated communities. 
Both the Bridgewater Canal and the Trans-Pennine Trail run through the place, offering 
opportunities for recreation and active travel through walking and cycling. 

Secure successful, sustainable and healthy communities (SO4) 
 

a) Warburton, Dunham, Dunham Woodhouses and other rural communities will be 
protected from inappropriate development, their character, appearance and amenity 
enhanced, and the range of facilities within these settlements to be sufficient to 
maintain their long term sustainability. 

Maintain Trafford’s economic potential (SO5) 
 

b) There is appropriate development such as, agricultural diversification and the creation 
of rural enterprises, ensuring the long term economic viability of agriculture within the 
Borough’s rural communities. 

c) Enhancing the rural economy through tourism and visitor opportunities will be 
supported. 

Protect, improve and connect green assets (SO7) 
 

d) The natural environment, landscape character, biodiversity and amenity of the area will 
be safeguarded and enhanced for residents and visitors. 

e) The network of green infrastructure within Trafford’s rural areas will be enhanced and 
linkages with sites in the adjoining areas of Cheshire East and Warrington will be 
improved. 

Reduce the need to travel (SO8) 
 

f) There are improvements to, and greater use of, walking, cycling and horse-riding routes 
in Trafford’s rural communities, including the Transpennine Trail, and promotion of the 
Bridgewater Canal as a recreational waterway. 

g) There are improvements to public transport connecting Trafford’s rural communities 
with nearby built-up areas, including Partington and Altrincham. 

Enhance cultural, heritage and leisure assets (SO9) 
 

h) Protect and enhance heritage assets within and beyond the Rural Communities place 
boundary 

i) Dunham Massey and Dunham Park will be protected from inappropriate development, 
recognising the cultural, recreational and ecological importance of this major heritage 
asset. 

 

 




