
 

Soundness tool 

 

provided 
 
Key question Possible evidence Evidence 

Justified   

Participation   

1. Has the consultation process   
allowed for effective 
engagement of all interested 
parties? 

The consultation statement Consultation statements have been provided in 
relation to: 
Issues and Options consultation (June 2007)  
Issues and Options consultation (Nov 2007)  
Preferred Options  consultation (July 2008)  
Preferred Option consultation (June 2009)  
Further pre-publication consultation document 
(November 2009) 
Further Consultation on the Core Policies 
Delivery Strategy (March 2010) 
Publication Core Strategy (September 2010)  

Research/ fact finding   

2. Is the content of the 
development plan document 
justified by the evidence? 

3. What is the source of the 
evidence? 

4. How up to date and convincing 
is it? 

i. Sections of the development plan document which 
show how the evidence points towards the selected 
strategy, policies or proposals  

ii. Sections of the pre-submission proposals documents
iii. Sections of the preferred strategy report 
iv. Sections of the sustainability appraisal report which 

set out its main conclusions in relation to the policies 
in the development plan document  

v. Sections of the consultation statement  
            OR  
             A very brief statement of how the main findings of    
             consultation support the policies, with reference to: 

o reports to the council on the issues raised 
during participation, covering both the front-
loading and formulation phases 

o any other information on community views 
and preferences  

In preparing the Core Strategy we have used the 
most up to date information available and 
commissioned research and a number of surveys 
to complement existing information. A list of 
documents used to support this Core Strategy 
can be found in the Core Documents’ list which is 
available on the Council’s website. 
The justification text in the Core Strategy details 
the relevant evidence base used for each 
individual policy. 
During its preparation the Core Strategy has 
been subject to Sustainability Appraisal and 
Habitats’ Regulations assessments. The results 
of these assessments can be found on the 
Council’s website.  
The Consultation Statement (2010) contains a 
summary of the main issues raised at all 
consultation stages and how these have been 



 

 

Key question Possible evidence Evidence provided 
vi. 

e 
t plan document. The date of preparation 

and who they were produced by should be 

e  
nce  

s is not already clear in the  
      
        

addressed in the Core Strategy. The studies, reports and technical papers that 
provide the evidence for the policies set out in th
developmen

signposted  
            OR  
            For each policy (or group of policies dealing with th
            same issue), a very brief statement of the evide
            documents relied upon and how they support the  
            policy (where thi

      reasoned justification in the development plan  
    document) 

5. 

nt? 
6. Are the assumptions 

reasonable and justified? 

ing 

mption as to 

iv. 
correspondence from bodies consulted or technical 
papers that provide the basis for assumptions 

xt 
ne 

ability Appraisal Scoping Report sets 

and Options Paper contained a 

Chapter 2 provides the context for the Core 

Plan have 

P15 and PPG16, more recent drafts of the Plan 
ave been revised in the context of PPS5. 

What assumptions had to be 
made in preparing the 
development plan docume

i. Sections of the development plan documents setting 
out the assumptions 

ii. Sections of the sustainability appraisal report sett
out  the assumptions 

iii. A very brief statement for each assu
how the evidence led to the assumption 
Reference to national or regional policy, 

The Core Strategy was produced in the conte
of RSS, the status of which was certain until Ju
2010 and therefore provided the strategic 
planning framework for the preparation of the 
Core Strategy. Despite the uncertainty around 
the current status of RSS, the evidence that 
informed its preparation is still considered valid.  
The Sustain
out the Sustainability Objectives, sub objectives 
and indicators. 
The RES and the MIER provides the context for 
Trafford’s economic role in the sub-Region. 
The Issues 
summary of assumptions contained in the above 
documents. 

Strategy in light of the revocation of RSS in June 
2010. 
W1 and W2 were initially prepared in the context 
of PPS6, more recent drafts of the 
been revised in the context of PPS4 (as detailed 
in the PPS4 technical note)  
Policy R2 was initially prepared in the context of 
P
h



 

 

Key question Possible evidence Evidence provided 

Alternatives   

7. 
ch is 

8. 

clear audit trail showing how 

ived 

9. 

between competing 
alternatives is it clear how and 
why these decisions were 
made? 

how 

ii. munity involvement with 

ning: 
d, and 

• 

ining 

vi. 
cluding after the preferred strategy 

n 

aining 
how the main findings of consultation support the 

      
           lder and community  
     d 

ix. 

 

have been considered in the 

lity Appraisal consideration of 

 Strategy Broadsheet. 

010) 
f the March 2010 Core Strategy 

onsultation document summarised the process 
and result of refining the Strategic Sites and 
Locations. 
 

Can it be shown that the 
council’s chosen approa
the most appropriate given the 
reasonable alternatives? 
Have realistic alternatives 
been considered and is there a 

and why the preferred 
strategy/approach was arr
at? 
Where a balance had to be 
struck in taking decisions 

i. Sections of the consultation statement showing 
the community was involved in considering issues, 
alternatives and options 
Documents used in com
stakeholders and communities encouraging them to 
identify the issues and options they wished to see 
considered 

iii. Any report produced at the end of the front loading 
phase of plan preparation setting out the issues and 
options raised 

iv. Sections of the preferred strategy report explai
• how alternatives were developed and evaluate

why alternatives were rejected in favour of the 
preferred strategy 

v. Sections of the sustainability appraisal report 
showing the options and alternatives and expla
how they were objectively assessed 
Reports prepared during the plan preparation 
process (in
participation) contributing to the decisions made o
the inclusion of policies in the development plan 
document 

vii. Sections of the consultation statement expl

decisions 
viii. Sections of the representations statement 

OR  
       A brief statement of the influence upon decisions of:

 the issues raised during stakeho
       engagement, and how they have been addresse

Any other documentation showing how alternatives 
were developed and evaluated 

x. A very brief statement and any other supporting 
documentation of the way decisions have been taken 

The various iterations of the Plan can 
demonstrate that logical and reasonable 
alternatives 
preparation of the Core Strategy. Further 
evidence to support this can be provided, 
including: 
Refining the Options - Technical Annex 2009. 
The Sustainabi
alternative options. 
Consultation Statements – Reg 30(1) (d) and 
Reg 30(1) (e)  
The Core
Chapter 4 of the Core Strategy Preferred Option 
(2009) summary of the process of refining the 
Options. 
Technical Note on Strategic Locations and 
Strategic Sites – Selection process (March 2
Chapter 4 o
c



 

 

Key question Possible evidence Evidence provided 

10. 

is it clear that sustainability 
considerations informed the 
content of the development 
plan document from the start? 

i. h 

ow 

iii. 
fluenced the 

SA 

d its 

ption (2009). The Preferred Options findings 
 

Does the sustainability 
appraisal show how the 
different options perform and 

A structure to the development plan document whic
reports the sustainability appraisal findings in relation 
to each policy 

ii. Sections of the sustainability appraisal report which 
set out how sustainability appraisal has influenced 
the development of the preferred strategy and h
policies have been revised in the light of 
sustainability appraisal findings 
Reports made as part of plan-making which indicate 
how sustainability appraisal has in
choice of strategy and the content of policies 

In line with the SA/SEA requirements both the 
Scoping Report accompanying the Issues & 
Options Stage (2007) and the SA Report 
accompanying the Preferred Options Stage 
(2208) detailed sustainability appraisal an
influence on selection of the Preferred Spatial 
o
were reflected in the finalised Preferred Option
document.  
See Submission combined SA document 
 

11. Does the development plan 
document adequately expand 
upon regional guidance 
than simply duplicate it?

rather 
 

12. Does the strategy take forward 
the regional context reflecting 
the local issues and 
objectives? 

i. 

anning 
an 

al 

iii. 
development agency/regional planning body 

iv. Representations from the Government Office 
v. Reports or copies of correspondence as to how the 

representations have been considered and dealt with

ek to rely on RSS policies. Where RSS 

n received in September 2010, 
essor 

GONW have been actively involved in the 
preparation of the Plan. GONW have indicated 
during the most recent consultation (Sept 2010) 
that they have no comments to make on the 
Plan. 

Sections of the development plan document which 
explain where and how regional guidance has been 
elaborated upon and the reasons 

ii. The regional development agency/regional pl
body letter confirming that the development pl
document is in general conformity with the region
special strategy 
Representations received from the regional 

Given the current uncertainty around regional 
planning, the Plan has been considered fully to 
assess the extent to which it contains policies 
that se
policies continue to have particular relevance to 
Trafford, the Core Strategy seeks to adapt and 
incorporate elements of those policies that the 
Council wishes to see maintained at the local 
level. 
The representatio
from the Regional Leaders Board (the succ
of 4NW), states that their remit has been 
substantially altered in recent months and that 
they do not have the capacity to comment on 
LDF production. 



 
 

 

Effective   

Deliverable   

13. Has the council clearly 
identified what the issues are 
that the development plan 
document is seeking to 
address? 

14. Have priorities been set so 
that it is clear what the 
development plan document is 
seeking to achieve? 

i. Sections of the development plan document which 
refer to the vision and objectives of the sustainable 
community strategy and the issues identified there 

ii. A statement prepared following stakeholder and 
community engagement in the front-loading phase of 
plan-making setting out the identified issues for the 
development plan document A spatial portrait based 
on the advice in ‘Policies for spatial plans‘ presented 
as part of the core strategy 

iii. A core strategy vision which is framed to set out the 
outcomes which are sought for the future 

iv. Sections of the development plan document which 
identify the main issues addressed 

v. Sections of the development plan document which 
indicate the priority outcomes 

The main issues are listed in the Spatial Profile. 
The Vision and Strategic and Place Objectives 
have been amended through iterations of the 
Plan to ensure that they deliver the priorities for 
the Plan. 
These Issues were arrived at following 
discussions at Neighbourhood Forums as part of 
the consultation period in 2007. 
 
 

15. Are there any cross-boundary 
issues that should be 
addressed and, if so, have 
they been adequately 
addressed? 

i. Sections of the regional special strategy which 
identify cross-boundary issues. 

ii. Sections of the development plan document setting 
out cross-boundary issues and the response to them 

iii. Reports on relevant studies which cover wider areas 
than the local authority and how the development 
plan document addresses their findings or 
recommendations 

iv. Records of meetings with adjoining authorities or 
relevant agencies which confirm that there are no 
cross-boundary issues of significance 

Section 2 of the Plan details Trafford’s role in the 
Region and the sub-Region including the context 
for cross boundary issues. 
A Joint Project Board was established in 2006 
between Manchester City, Salford City and 
Trafford Councils, with key stakeholders invited 
as necessary to assist cross boundary 
preparation. A key decision taken by the board 
related to the definition of the Regional Centre 
and Inner Areas boundaries in the three districts. 
Additionally officers from Cheshire East, 
Stockport, Manchester and Trafford Councils 
meet regularly with representatives from the 
Airport to discuss matters relating to LDF 
preparation. 
Joint evidence base has been prepared across 
Greater Manchester, such as GM Transport 
Modelling, GM Flood Risk, GM SHMA, 
employment forecasting and, tackling climate 



 

 

change. 

16. lan 

objectives? e 

iii. 

how they derive from the spatial 

 for 

Objective(s) are delivered by the policy. 

Does the development p
document contain clear 

i. A spatial portrait which identifies the key issues 
facing the area 

ii. A core strategy vision which is framed to set out th
outcomes which are sought for the future 
The strategic objectives of the development plan 
document, and the commentary in the development 
plan document of 
portrait and vision 

Sections 2, 3, 4, and 5 of the Plan set out the 
Profile, Vision, Strategic and Place Objectives
the Borough. 
Each Policy/Strategic Location details which 

17. 
 being 

18. 
issues 

and the objectives? 

i. 

ii. 
at they agree the objectives 

as being specific to the place 

d 

Objective(s) of the SCS are delivered by the 

Are the objectives specific to 
the place; as opposed to
general and applicable to 
anywhere? 
Is there a direct relationship 
between the identified 

The spatial portrait and the commentary in the 
development plan document as to how the objectives 
derive from it 
Confirmation  from the local strategic partnership and 
partner organisations th

The Place Objectives flow from the Issues 
identified in section 2 of the Plan and link to the 
delivery of the Strategic Objectives to give local 
specificity. 
Throughout the preparation of the Plan, specific 
reports have been presented to the LSP 
“thematic” sub groups, the Partnership Executive 
and the Partnership Board. This has resulted in 
the LSP confirming that it agrees that the Traffor
Core Strategy provides the spatial expression of 
the Sustainable Community Strategy. 
Each Policy/Strategic Location details which Key 

policy. 

19. Is it clear how the policies will 
meet the objectives? 
Are there any obvious gaps in 
the policies, with regard to the 
objectives of

20. 

 the development 
plan document? 

i. 
ives 

iii. and 
 

iv. 

v. 

ddressed in the development plan 

 
n of 

ent 

ey deliver the Plan’s 
Vision and Objectives. 

Relevant sections of the development plan document 
which explain how policies derive from the object
and are designed to meet them 

ii. Relevant sections of the sustainable community 
strategy which identify its objectives 
Confirmation from the local strategic partnership 
partner organisations that they believe the polices
will achieve the agreed objectives 
Research reports and studies which address the 
means to address objectives and conclude that the 
policies are appropriate and should succeed 
Sections of the development plan document, reports 
or other documents which discuss the matters which 
should be a

Each Policy/Strategic Location details which 
Objective(s) of the Plan and the SCS are 
delivered by the policy. 
The LSP confirmed in July 2010 that the Trafford
Core Strategy provides the spatial expressio
the Sustainable Community Strategy. 
Sections 2-5 of the Plan set out the matters 
which should be addressed in the developm
plan document. 
The Policies have been amended through 
iterations of the Plan, taking on board 
recommendations from SA work and other 
tudies to ensure that ths



 

 

document.  

21. Are there realistic timescales 
related to the objectives? 

ii. Confirmation from the local strategic partnership and 
partner organisations that the timescales are realistic 

ave 
tables. 

i. Sections of the development plan document which 
address delivery and the timescales for key 
developments and initiatives 

in terms of their contribution to delivery 

Each Strategic Location and Policy provides an 
implementation mechanism. 
Key stakeholders and service providers h
been involved in the preparation of these 
Additionally the LIP has been produced 
alongside the Core Strategy, with similar 
involvement of key service providers. 

22. Are the policies internally 
consistent? 

i. nt plan document, 

at it is consistent. 

Sections of the developme
documents used in community involvement, and 
technical papers which demonstrate that the 
objectives are consistent  

ii. A very brief statement explaining how the council 
considers its objectives are consistent 

The Plan has been considered against the 
Strategic and Place Objectives and the Council 
considers th
The SA process assisted in resolving issues of 
inconsistency. 

23. 

h

different plan  
• should not be in a plan at 

all? 

i. 
e and content 

n 

ii. 
iii. Reports or copies of correspondence as to how the 

representations have been considered and dealt with
ford, 

porate 

ation of the Plan. GONW have indicated 

Does the development plan 
document contain material 
w ich: 
• is already in another plan 
• should be logically be in a 

Information in the local development scheme, or 
provided separately, about the scop
(actual and intended) of each development pla
document. This should  show how they combine to 
provide a coherent policy structure 
Representations from the Government Office 

Appendix 3 of the Core Strategy sets out which 
UDP Policies will be replaced by the relevant 
LDF document. 
The Plan has been considered fully to assess the 
extent to which it contains policies that seek to 
rely on RSS policies. Where RSS policies 
continue to have particular relevance to Traf
the Core Strategy seeks to adapt and incor
elements of those policies that the Council 
wishes to see maintained at the local level. 
GONW have been actively involved in the 
prepar
during the most recent consultation (Sept 2010) 
that they have no comments to make on the 
Plan. 

24. evelopment plan 
document explain how its key 
policy objectives will be 
achieved? hat they 

iii. r example, 
l 

 

Key stakeholders and service providers have 
been involved in the preparation of these tables 

Does the d i. Sections of the development plan document that 
identify the key objectives and how they will be 
delivered upon 

ii. Confirmation from the relevant agencies t
support the objectives and the identified means of 
delivery 
Other supporting material – fo
commitments in the local area agreement that wil

Each Policy/Strategic Location details which Key
Objective(s) of the Plan and the SCS are 
delivered by the policy. 
Each Strategic Location and Policy provides an 
implementation mechanism. 

and the associated LIP. 



 

 

support the delivery of the strategy in the 
development plan document 

25. If there are development 
management policies, are they 
supportive of the strategy and 
objectives? 

show how the development management policies: 
• will help to deliver the strategy  
37. derive from, and elaborate on, the objectives and 

policies of the plan 

ment Management Policies”. Following 
m GONW, 

be addressed by way of 

i. Sections of the development plan document that Earlier versions of the Core Strategy presented 
two sets of policies, one “Core Policies”, one 
“Develop
consultation responses, particularly fro
it was concluded that these two sets of policies 
should be amalgamated into one set of Core 
Policies. 
Additional, site specific, development 
management issues will 
the Land Allocations and other DPDs. 

26. Have the infrastructure 
implications of the 
strategy/policies clearly been 
identified?  

ed 

ii. ructure 
 

ucture have 

Key stakeholders and service providers have 
been involved in the preparation of these tables 

i. A section or sections of the development plan 
document where infrastructure needs are identifi
and the proposed solutions put forward 
Representations in respect of infrast

iii. Reports or copies of correspondence as to how 
representations in relation to infrastr
been considered and dealt with 

Each Strategic Location and Policy provides an 
implementation mechanism. 

and the associated LIP. 

27. Are the delivery mechanisms 
and timescales for 
implementation of the policies 
clearly identified? 

i. 

her 

iii. 

 
h any 

vi. 

ave 

Key stakeholders and service providers have 
been involved in the preparation of these tables 
and the associated LIP. 

Sections of the development plan document setting 
out delivery mechanisms and timescale 

ii. Other development plan documents being prepared 
that develop the policies of the core strategy furt
and set out how they will be delivered 
Research or studies that address matters of delivery 
and the realistic timescales 

iv. Documents that set out arrangements made or 
planned for local delivery vehicles, or other delivery 
mechanisms 

v. Very brief statements on how other stakeholders
intend to support the delivery of the policies, wit
supporting correspondence or reports by the 
authority or the relevant stakeholder 
Correspondence from stakeholders on delivery 
mechanisms and timescale 

vii. Reports or copies of correspondence as to how 
representations on delivery and implementation h

Each Strategic Location and Policy provides an 
implementation mechanism. 



 

 

been considered and dealt with 

28. Is it clear who is going to 
deliver the required 
infrastructure and does the 

f 

 

 

Each Strategic Location and Policy provides an 
implementation mechanism. 

timing of the provision 
complement the timescale o
the strategy/policies? 

i. Confirmation from infrastructure providers that they
support the solutions proposed and the identified 
means and timescales for their delivery 

ii. Representations in respect of infrastructure 
Reports or copies of correspondenceiii.  on how 
representations in relation to infrastructure and its 
timing have been considered and dealt with 

Key stakeholders and service providers have 
been involved in the preparation of these tables 
and the associated LIP. 

29. 
he 

30. 
olicy are outside 

 

g 

s 

iii. 
iv. Representations from stakeholders on 

v. 
e 

Each Strategic Location and Policy provides an 
implementation mechanism. 
Key stakeholders and service providers have 
been involved in the preparation of these tables 
and the associated LIP. 

Is it clear who is intended to 
implement each part of t
strategy/ development plan 
document? 
Where actions required to 
implement p
the direct control of the 
council, is there evidence of 
commitment from the relevant 
organisation to implement the
policies? 

i. Sections of the development plan docu
out  responsibilities for delivery 

ment settin

ii. Correspondence showing how other stakeholder
intend to support the delivery of the policies 
Reports by the council or the relevant stakeholder 

implementation 
Reports or copies of correspondence as to how 
representations on delivery and implementation hav
been considered and dealt with 

31. 

32. 

t, and 

m 

es 

iii. ded by 

iv. Reports or copies of correspondence as to how the 

raised in 

esentation 

s have 
een involved in the preparation of the Plan 
hroughout. 

The LSP confirmed in July 2010 that the Trafford 
Core Strategy provides the spatial expression of 

Does the development plan 
document reflect the concept 
of spatial planning? 
Does it go beyond traditional 
land use planning by bringing 
together – and integrating – 
policies for developmen
the use of land, with other 
policies and programmes fro
a variety of organisations that 
influence the nature of plac
and how they function? 

i. Sections of the development plan document that 
reflect the plans or strategies of other bodies 

ii. Expressions of support from bodies responsible for 
other strategies affecting the area 
Representations in respect of services provi
other agencies 

representations have been considered and dealt 
with. These should either clarify the issues 
the representation, or include a copy of the 
substance of the repr

The Plan has been developed to provide the 
delivery of the SCS priorities.  
Key stakeholders and service provider
b
t

the Sustainable Community Strategy. 
 
 

33. an 
document take into account 
matters which may be 
imposed by circumstance, 

twithstanding the council’s 
views about the matter? 

i. 
and clear 

information about how the plan strategy can 
accommodate them 

ii. Consideration of the options in relation to such 
matters as part of the evaluation of alternatives in a 

olicy L1 provides additional flexibility and 
considers the implications of the delivery of 

Does the development pl

no

Explicit recognition within the development plan 
document that this may happen, 

The Plan has been prepared in such a way to 
ensure that sufficient flexibility exists whilst 
ensuring that the Strategic and Place Objectives 
are delivered. 
P



 

 

report on the preferred strategy higher housing numbers through the GM Growth 
Point, in particular in relation to the availability of 
external infrastructure funding. 

Flexible   

34. Is the development plan 
document flexible enough to 
respond to a variety of, or 
unexpected changes in, 
circumstances? 

i. opment plan document setting 

eed to be 

ii. 
y appraisal report describing how the 

• 

nd any 
plan 

iii. ndence from stakeholders 
 in 

s 

iv. 
d 

es 

ibility exists. For example Policy L1 
provides additional flexibility and considers the 
implications of the delivery of higher housing 
numbers through the GM Growth Point. 
Section 28 of the Plan provides a monitoring 
framework, against which the delivery of the Plan 

Sections of the devel
out the assumptions of the plan and identifying the 
circumstances when policies might n
reviewed 
Sections of the annual monitoring report and 
sustainabilit
council will monitor:  
the effectiveness of policies and what evidence is 
being collected to undertake this 
changes affe• cting the baseline information a
information on trends on which the development 
document is based 
Statements or correspo
which commit to providing information to be used
monitoring the progress of the policies and change
in the baseline  
Risk analysis of the strategy and policies to 
demonstrate robustness and how the plan coul
cope with changing circumstances 

The Plan has been prepared in such a way to 
ensure that sufficient flexibility exists to respond 
to unexpected changes in circumstances whilst 
ensuring that the Strategic and Place Objectiv
are delivered. 
The Plan provides a clear Vision for the future 
development of the Borough within which 
sufficient flex

will be monitored. 

35. Is the development plan 
document sufficiently flexible 
to deal with any changes to, 

 
he 

 aspects of the 

mstances 

sufficient flexibility exists whilst 
ensuring that the Strategic and Place Objectives 

cations of the delivery of 

for example, housing figures
from an emerging regional 
special strategy? 

i. Sections within the development plan document 
dealing with possible change areas and how they 
would be dealt with, including mechanisms for t
rate of development to be increased or slowed and 
how that would impact on other
strategy and on infrastructure provision 

ii. Risk analysis of the strategy and policies to 
demonstrate robustness and how the plan could 
cope with changing circu

The Plan has been prepared in such a way to 
ensure that 

are delivered. 
Policy L1 provides additional flexibility and 
considers the impli
higher housing numbers through the GM Growth 
Point. 

36. Does the development plan 
ent include the remedial 

will be taken if the 
?  

      i.   A section of the development plan document which  
          expressly addresses flexibility 

      ii.  Sections of the development plan document  
      
            strat will be  

 the Plan provides a monitoring 
amework, against which the delivery of the Plan 

will be monitored. 
 

docum
actions that 
strategies/policies are failing

  

      identifying the key indicators of success of the  
egy, and the remedial actions which 

Section 28 of
fr

The Plan states that the Council will consider the
findings of this monitoring work to determine 



 

 

           
 

whether or not a review of development plan 
policies will be needed. 

  taken if they are failing 

Monitoring   

37. Does the development plan 

ajectories 
where the plan contains 
housing allocations? 

i. he development plan document setting 

ii. 

iii. 
y 

Section 28 of the Plan provides a monitoring 
document contain targets and 
milestones that relate to the 
delivery of the policies, 
including housing tr

Sections of t
out indicators, targets and milestones 
Sections of the current annual monitoring report 
which report on indicators, targets, milestones and 
trajectories 
Reference to any other reports or technical 
documents which contain information on the deliver
of policies 

framework, against which the delivery of the Plan 
will be monitored. 

38. Is it clear how these are to be 
measured and are these linked 
to the production of the annual 

etting 

 

monitoring the 

iii. Reference to any other reports or technical 
documents which contain information on the 
collection or measurement of indicators 

Section 28 of the Plan provides a monitoring 
framework, against which the delivery of the Plan 
will be monitored. 

er or not a 

monitoring report? 

i. Sections of the development plan document s
out indicators, targets and milestones 

ii. Sections of the current annual monitoring report and
the sustainability appraisal report setting out the 
framework for monitoring, including 
effects of the development plan document against 
the sustainability appraisal 

The Council produces an annual monitoring 
report and will consider the findings of this 
monitoring work to determine wheth
review of development plan policies will be 
needed. 

39. Are suitable ta
indicators pre

rgets and 
sent (by when, 

i. Sections of the development plan document setting 
out indicators, targets and milestones 

t 

ection 28 of the Plan provides a monitoring 
framework, against which the delivery of the Plan 

r monitoring 

how and by whom)? ii. Sections of the current annual monitoring report tha
report on indicators, targets, milestones and 
trajectories 

S

will be monitored. 
The Council produces an annual monitoring 
report which details responsibilities fo
individual indicators. 

 

National policy   

40. Does the development plan 
document contain any policies 
or proposals that are not 
consistent with national 
planning policy? 

41. If yes, is there a local 

d 
y.  

es in relation 
to conformity with national guidance have been 
raised during the preparation of the Plan, the 

i. Sections of the development plan document which 
refer to planning policy statements and justify why 
any policies are not consistent with national policy 

ii. Sustainable  community strategy, studies forming 
evidence for the development plan document or 
other information which provide the stimulus for 

During its preparation the Plan has been revise
to ensure that it is consistent with National Polic
GONW have been actively involved in the 
preparation of the Plan.  Where issu



 

 

justification? 

t 
on the 

plan 

v. 
Government Office representations have been 
considered and dealt with 

Council has sought to address these (for 

ion (Sept 2010) that they 

departing from national planning policy 
iii. Evidence provided from the sustainability appraisal 

(including reference to the sustainability report) 
and/or from the results of community involvemen

iv. Representations from the Government Office 
preferred strategy or the submitted development 
document 
Reports or copies of correspondence as to how 

example additional work relating to PPS4 
conformity was provided as a result of GONW 
comments).  GONW have indicated during the 
most recent consultat
have no comments to make on the Plan. 

42. Does the development plan 
document contain policies that 
do not add anything to existing 
national guidance? 

43. If so, why have they been 
included? 

i. Sections of the development plan document which 
explain where and how national policy has been 
elaborated upon and the reasons 

ii. Representations from the Government Office 
iii. Reports or copies of correspondence as to how the 

representations have been considered and dealt with

e 

ouncil does not consider that there are 
areas of the Plan that duplicate existing national 
policy without justification, for example where 
local circumstances warrant the approach (eg. 
Policy W1 (PPS4), R4 (PPG2) etc.). 
GONW have been actively involved in the 
preparation of the Plan. GONW have indicated 
during the most recent consultation (Sept 2010) 
that they have no comments to make on the 
Plan. 
 

The Plan has been considered fully to assess th
extent to which it contains policies that duplicate 
national policy.   
The C

 


