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The Vision for Trafford 
 Timescale Nature of Effect  

SA Objective 0 – 5 
years 

5 – 
10 

years 

10+ 
years 

Certainty Scale Permanence Secondary, 
cumulative, 
synergistic 

Comments Mitigation 

Social 
S1. Achieving a better 
balance and mix in the 
housing market 

+ + + + High GM Wide Long term Regeneration of 
inner areas. 
 
Potential 
congestion within 
regional centre 
and on key arterial 
routes. 

The vision promotes the creation of 
attractive, sustainable communities 
which contain a range of housing types 
and tenures, including affordable 
housing. 

 

S2. Improve accessibility for 
all to services and facilities 

+ + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life and reduced 
social exclusion. 

 The vision seeks to direct 
development largely to accessible 
locations and also pledges to deliver 
attractive, sustainable communities, 
with good access to jobs and services. 

 

S3. Enhance transport 
infrastructure; improve 
accessibility and quality of 
life to all communities. 

+ + + + High GM wide Long term  The vision seeks to direct development 
to accessible locations within the 
urban area. In addition, it aims to 
develop sustainable communities that 
have good access to jobs and services 
and are well served by an integrated 
transport network offering a choice of 
modes of travel.  

 

S4. Reduce crime, disorder 
and the fear of crime 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Enhanced image 
of Trafford and 
attract greater 
levels of 
investment. 

The vision would lead to the 
redevelopment of a number of 
vacant/underused sites and stimulate 
greater activity in the Borough’s town 
centres, which would increase natural 
surveillance in these areas. 
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S5. Reduce poverty and 
social exclusion 

+ + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Risk that 
development in 
these areas results 
in gentrification 
and ultimately 
excludes the 
existing 
population. 

The vision seeks to direct development 
to accessible locations and pledges to 
deliver sustainable communities with 
good access to jobs and services. The 
proposed regeneration of Trafford’s 
most deprived areas should also 
provide more housing, employment, 
education and leisure opportunities for 
residents in areas of disadvantage, 
such as Partington, Old Trafford and 
Sale West. 

Ensure residential 
developments provide a 
balance of choice for new 
residents and the existing 
community. 

S6. Encourage a sense of 
community identity and 
welfare and value diversity, 
improve equity and equality 
of opportunity 

0 + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term  The proposed regeneration of Old 
Trafford, Partington and Sale West 
would maintain the viability of 
community facilities and services in 
these areas.  

 

S7. Improve qualifications 
and skills of the resident 
population 

0 + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The vision seeks to ensure that all 
communities have good access to jobs 
and services, including proposed 
educational improvements. 

 

S8. Improve the health and, 
inequalities in health of the 
population 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved health of 
residents may lead 
to secondary 
benefits of reduced 
social exclusion 
and worklessness. 

The vision would maintain the viability 
of services in Old Trafford, Partington 
and Sale West. In addition, a number 
of strategic locations involve proposals 
for new and enhanced green spaces 
and health facilities. 
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S9. Protect and improve 
local neighbourhood quality 

+ + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved image of 
Trafford 

By seeking to focus development on 
town centres and areas with 
underused/vacant sites, such as 
Carrington and Pomona, the vision 
should deliver significant 
improvements to the neighbourhoods 
in need of enhancing. Furthermore, 
limiting development elsewhere in the 
Borough should safeguard the visual 
attractiveness and character of other 
neighbourhoods in the Borough. 

Policies in the Core Strategy 
will ensure that high 
standards of design are 
achieved in new 
developments. 

Environment 
E1. Reduce the effect of 
traffic on the environment 

+ + + Low Borough 
wide 

Long term Proposed levels of 
development have 
the potential to 
exacerbate 
overcrowding on 
the Metrolink at 
peak times. 

The development proposals in 
Carrington and Partington could 
potentially increase the effect of traffic 
on the environment due to their 
peripheral location. However, the 
vision seeks to deliver sustainable 
communities with a mixture of uses 
that are served by an integrated 
transport network offering a choice of 
modes of travel. In addition, the vision 
seeks to direct development principally 
to town centres and other accessible 
locations. 

Policies in the Core Strategy 
will secure public transport 
improvements. 

E2. Protect, enhance and 
restore open space, 
biodiversity, flora and fauna, 
geological and geo-
morphological features 

+ + + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term  By focussing economic and housing 
growth in the urban area and town 
centres the vision will ensure that 
development is directed away from 
sensitive areas. Furthermore, the 
vision pledges to protection and 
enhance the natural environment and 
a number of the strategic locations 
involve proposals for new and 
enhanced green spaces. 

Policies in the Core Strategy 
will ensure that appropriate 
ecological surveys are 
conducted prior to 
development. 
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E3. Reduce contributions to 
climate change 

+ + + Low Borough 
wide 

Long term Possible increased 
congestion in 
Carrington and 
Partington. 

The development proposals in 
Carrington and Partington could 
potentially increase the effect of traffic 
on the environment due to their 
peripheral location. However, the 
vision seeks to deliver mixed-use, 
sustainable communities that are 
served by an integrated transport 
network that offers a choice of modes 
of travel. In addition, it directs 
development principally to town 
centres and other accessible locations, 
which could reduce car use and, by 
extension decrease carbon emissions.  

Policies in the Core Strategy 
will secure public transport 
improvements. 

E4. Reduce impact of 
climate change 

- - - - Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Increased flood 
risk could have a 
secondary impact 
on water quality. 

The vision proposes a significant 
amount of development adjacent to the 
Manchester Ship Canal and in/or 
adjacent to floodplain areas. In 
particular, there is significant level of 
flood risk on parts of the Pomona, 
Trafford Wharfside and Trafford Centre 
Rectangle Strategic Locations. Climate 
change is likely to augment this flood 
risk.  

Policies in the Core Strategy 
will ensure that measures 
are taken to prevent 
development that would be 
at an unacceptable risk of 
flooding. 

E5. Reduce the 
environmental impacts of 
consumption and 
production 

0 0 0 Medium N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effect.  
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E6. Conserve land 
resources and reduce land 
contamination 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Concentrating 
growth on parts of 
Trafford where 
there are a number 
of prominent 
vacant or 
underused sites 
will enhance the 
image of the 
Borough. 

The vision seeks to concentrate 
housing and economic growth in the 
urban area and identifies 5 Strategic 
Locations as areas for change, each of 
which contains a number of vacant, 
underused and/or contaminated sites. 
There would be some loss of 
greenfield sites, notably at Partington, 
however it is considered that this 
would be outweighed by the overall 
focus on brownfield sites and the 
remediation of a number of 
contaminated sites. 

The strict criteria for 
greenfield land release set 
out in L1 is designed to 
minimise the need to release 
greenfield sites in the future 
and will ensure that 
development uses land 
efficiently and is built to an 
appropriate density.  

E7. Protect and improve 
water quality 

? ? ? Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term  Significant amounts of development 
would be directed to canalside areas, 
which has the potential to adversely 
affect water quality unless adequate 
mitigation measures are adopted. 
Nevertheless, this also presents an 
opportunity to address contaminated 
sites that may be a source of 
pollutants to adjacent watercourses. 

Policies in the Core Strategy 
will ensure that new 
developments incorporate 
SUDs where appropriate to 
reduce surface water runoff 
into watercourses and 
reduce the risk of flooding 
from sewers. 

E8. Protect and improve air 
quality 

- - - Medium Borough 
wide 

Medium term Secondary impact 
on health 

The development proposals in 
Carrington and Partington could 
significantly increase traffic in the area, 
especially due to their peripheral 
location. However, the vision seeks to 
deliver sustainable communities that 
are served by an integrated transport 
network that offers a choice of modes 
of travel. In addition, it directs 
development principally to town 
centres and other accessible locations, 
which could reduce car use and, by 
extension improve air quality.  

Strategic Locations such as 
SL4 and SL5 and Policies L3 
and L4 will seek public 
transport improvements, 
particularly to the more 
peripheral areas of the 
Borough such as Partington 
and Carrington.  
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E9. Protect and enhance 
the diversity and 
distinctiveness of landscape 
and townscape character 
and cultural facilities 

+ + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved image of 
Trafford 

By focusing development on town 
centres and areas with underused/ 
vacant sites, such as Carrington and 
Pomona, the vision should deliver 
improvements to areas in need of 
enhancing. By limiting development 
elsewhere in the Borough the visual 
attractiveness and character of other 
neighbourhoods in Trafford should be 
safeguarded. The vision will also lead 
to the protection and enhancement of 
the historic, built and natural 
environment, including the Green Belt. 

Policies in the Core Strategy 
will ensure that high 
standards of design are 
achieved in new 
developments. 

Economic 
EC1. Enhance Trafford’s 
high performance and 
sustainable economy to 
provide a powerful 
contribution to regional 
growth 

+ + + + High GM wide Long term  The vision seeks to build upon existing 
economic strengths, such as Trafford 
Park and the Trafford Centre, and 
concentrate growth in other locations 
that are well related to high performing 
areas, such as the conurbation core 
and Salford Quays.  

 

EC2. Reducing disparities 
by releasing the potential of 
all residents particularly in 
areas of disadvantage 

+ + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The vision seeks to direct development 
largely to accessible locations and also 
pledges to deliver sustainable 
communities with good access to jobs 
and services. The proposed 
regeneration of the Borough’s most 
deprived areas should also provide 
opportunities for residents in areas of 
disadvantage, such as Partington, Old 
Trafford and Sale West. 
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EC3. Enhance Trafford’s 
image as a business and 
tourism destination 

+ + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term  The image of the Borough is likely to 
be enhanced by the prioritisation of 
development in Trafford’s town centres 
and in strategic locations where there 
are presently a significant number of 
underused and/or vacant sites. 

 

EC4. Encourage the long 
term sustainability of 
Trafford’s Town Centres 

+ + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved access 
to shops, facilities 
and services will 
reduce social 
exclusion. 

The vision would lead to economic and 
housing growth being directed to 
Trafford’s principal town centre 
(Altrincham). It also pledges to 
maintain the established retail 
hierarchy and strengthen the town 
centres by ensuring they remain the 
focus for retail, commercial and 
community facilities. 

 

EC5. Improve the social 
and environmental 
performance of the 
economy 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life. 

The juxtaposition of growth areas and 
deprived areas should have a positive 
effect on social exclusion and improve 
the social performance of the 
economy. So too should the pledge to 
regenerate all the most deprived areas 
of the Borough. In addition, by 
directing economic and housing 
growth principally to sustainable 
locations housing the vision could help 
improve the environmental 
performance of the economy. 

Strategic Locations such as 
SL4 and SL5 and Policies L3 
and L4 will seek public 
transport improvements, 
particularly to the more 
peripheral areas of the 
Borough such as Partington 
and Carrington.  
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Sustainability Summary The Vision has the potential to deliver a wide range of social, environmental and economic benefits. By prioritising development in the Regional Centre, Inner Areas and 
other regeneration priority areas the Delivery Strategy will provide more opportunities for residents in areas of disadvantage, which would have a significant positive impact 
on reducing economic disparities; improving access to services and facilities; decreasing poverty and social exclusion and equity and equality of opportunity. The Delivery 
Strategy’s prioritisation of these areas also offers the most scope for redeveloping vacant / underused brownfield sites which would have key benefits for improving local 
neighbourhood quality; protecting and enhancing the diversity and distinctiveness of landscape, townscape character and cultural facilities; reducing crime and fear of 
crime; and conserving land resources and reducing land contamination. 
 
Other high scoring objectives are enhancing Trafford’s economic performance; improving the Borough’s image as a business and tourism location; achieving a better 
balance and mix in the housing market; and encouraging the long-term sustainability of Trafford’s town centres. 
 
It is anticipated that there could be a negative impact on air quality in parts of the Borough due to the growth in traffic associated with the amount of development 
proposed. The focus on the peripheral areas of Partington and Carrington in particular has the potential to exacerbate the situation. Key mitigation measures will be the 
maintenance and development of an efficient public transport network and local tree planting schemes. There may also be the need to ensure new developments 
incorporate SUDs where appropriate to reduce surface water runoff into watercourses and reduce the flood risk. This will address the uncertain impact of the strategy on 
water quality and vulnerability to climate change. 
 
Other policies in the Core Strategy are designed to ensure these mitigation measures are achieved 

 

Key for effects 
++ major positive; + minor positive; 0 neutral; – minor negative; – – major negative; ? uncertain 
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SL 1: Pomona Island 
 Timescale Nature of Effect  

SA Objective 0 – 5 
years 

5 – 
10 

years 

10+ 
years 

Certainty Scale Permanence Secondary, 
cumulative, 
synergistic 

Comments Mitigation 

Social 
S1. Achieving a better 
balance and mix in the 
housing market 

0 0 0 Low N/A N/A  As a result of the Sequential Testing of 
the Strategic Locations, Pomona is not 
identified as a preferred location for 
residential uses. It is acknowledged 
that there is an extant permission for a 
residential development of 546 units 
on the site. However, this permission 
is due to expire in May 2012..  

 

S2. Improve accessibility for 
all to services and facilities 

+ + + + High More 
than 
local 

Long term Reduced social 
exclusion and 
improved quality of 
life 

The development would incorporate a 
range of community facilities on site. 
Given the accessible nature of the site 
these facilities could be readily 
accessed by residents from elsewhere 
in the Borough. 

 

S3. Enhance transport 
infrastructure; improve 
accessibility and quality of 
life to all communities. 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Increased usage of 
public transport 
would reduce 
congestion and 
have a positive 
impact on air 
quality and carbon 
emissions 

The provision of jobs and community/ 
leisure facilities in a highly accessible 
location within the Regional Centre 
should reduce the need to travel by 
car. Accessibility would also be 
enhanced by the improvements that 
would be made to the local highway 
network and public transport 
infrastructure. 

 

S4. Reduce crime, disorder 
and the fear of crime 

+ + + Medium Local Long term Positive effect on 
perceptions of 
area 

Development will bring a large 
prominient vacant site back into use, 
thus contributing to public safety by 
introducing increased levels of activity, 
and natural surveilance, to the area. 

Other policies in the Core 
Strategy will ensure that 
developments are designed 
to minimise opportunities for 
crime. 
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S5. Reduce poverty and 
social exclusion 

+ + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

A range of job opportunities and 
facilities will be provided in an 
accessible location that is well-related 
to areas of deprivation. Consequently, 
all members of the community should 
be able to utilise the amenities and 
access the employment opportunities. 

Use of s106 agreements to 
secure training opportunities 
in the construction trades 
during the development 
period and for other 
permanent opportunties 
created by the development. 

S6. Encourage a sense of 
community identity and 
welfare and value diversity, 
improve equity and equality 
of opportunity 

+ + + Medium Local Long term  The provision of appropriate 
community facilities and a new area of 
open space for informal recreation 
could help encourage a sense of 
community identity and welfare. 

 

S7. Improve qualifications 
and skills of the resident 
population 

0 0 0 Medium N/A N/A  As a result of the removal of the 
residential element from the proposals 
the development at Pomona will not 
need to contribute to/deliver new 
education facilities. 

 

S8. Improve the health and, 
inequalities in health of the 
population 

+ + + Medium Local Long term  The provision of open space for 
recreational purposes and the creation 
of waterside pedestrian and cycle 
routes could encourage physical 
activity and deliver benefits to health. 

 

S9. Protect and improve 
local neighbourhood quality 

+ + + High Local Long term Improved 
perceptions of the 
area 

Development of the site will result in 
the regeneration of a large vacant site 
within the Regional Centre. The 
amended proposals now specify that 
the setting of Grade II listed Brindley’s 
Weir will be protected, preserved and 
enhanced. 
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Environment 
E1. Reduce the effect of 
traffic on the environment 

+ + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved air 
quality 
 
Reduced carbon 
emissions 

The provision of jobs and leisure and 
community facilities in a highly 
accessible location within the Regional 
Centre should reduce the need for 
visitors to the site to travel by car. The 
provision of enhanced pedestrian and 
cycle links to existing Metrolink 
stations at Cornbrook and Pomona 
should increase the usage of 
sustainable modes of travel. 

 

E2. Protect, enhance and 
restore open space, 
biodiversity, flora and fauna, 
geological and geo-
morphological features 

- 0 + Medium Local Long term  Brownfield sites can have high 
biodiversity value and a significant 
proportion of the site has been re-
vegetated. Nevertheless, it is proposed 
that adequate compensation will be 
provided by suitably designed open 
spaces. Proposals would also result in 
the provision of multi-functional green 
infrastructure that would help reduce 
inequalities in open space provision in 
Old Trafford. 

Policy R2 will ensure 
appropriate nature 
conservation studies are 
undertaken and Policy R3 
should ensure the site 
provides high quality sites for 
biodiversity. 
 

E3. Reduce contributions to 
climate change 

+ + + + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved air 
quality 
 
Reduced 
congestion 

The provision of jobs and leisure and 
community facilities in a highly 
accessible location within the Regional 
Centre should reduce the need for 
visitors to the site to travel by car. The 
provision of enhanced pedestrian and 
cycle links to existing Metrolink 
stations at Cornbrook and Pomona 
should increase the usage of 
sustainable modes of travel.  
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E4. Reduce impact of 
climate change 

- - - - Medium Local Long term  The provision of on-site open space 
should provide shade from higher 
summer temperatures. The proximity 
to the Ship Canal should also provide 
a cooling influence. However, the 
Level 2 SFRA has demonstrated that a 
significant proportion of the site is at a 
high risk of flooding, with 51% of the 
site being within Flood Zone 3. This 
risk of flooding will be exacerbated by 
climate change. 

The Exception Test 
concluded that due to the 
presence of the hotel and 
bar uses, the proposals are 
unlikely to pass the 
Exception Test. It is 
therefore recommended that 
the hotel and bar uses be 
removed from the proposals. 
 
Core Strategy policy L5 will 
ensure appropriate 
measures are taken to 
reduce the risk of flooding 
and the proposals for 
Pomona stipulate that 
development in this location 
must be accompanied by a 
Flood Risk Assessment 
which demonstrates that the 
development will be safe, 
without increasing flood risk 
elsewhere. 

E5. Reduce the 
environmental impacts of 
consumption and 
production 

0 0 0 Medium N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

E6. Conserve land 
resources and reduce land 
contamination 

+ + + + + High Local Long term  The site is wholly previously developed 
land. The previous industrial uses 
associated with the site are likely to 
have resulted in land contamination. 
Bringing the area back into beneficial 
use provides the opportunity to tackle 
this contamination. 
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E7. Protect and improve 
water quality 

+ + + Medium Local Long term Positive impact on 
biodiversity 

Any additional remediation of this 
brownfield site will reduce sources and 
pathways of contaminants. 

 

E8. Protect and improve air 
quality 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Positive impact on 
health, particularly 
among those who 
suffer from 
respiratory 
illnesses. 

The provision of jobs and leisure and 
community facilities in a highly 
accessible location within the Regional 
Centre should reduce the need to 
travel by car. The provision of 
enhanced pedestrian and cycle links to 
existing Metrolink stations at 
Cornbrook and Pomona should 
increase the usage of sustainable 
modes of travel. 

 

E9. Protect and enhance 
the diversity and 
distinctiveness of landscape 
and townscape character 
and cultural facilities 

+ + + High Local Long term Improved 
perceptions of the 
area 

Development of the site will result in 
the regeneration of a large vacant site 
within the Regional Centre. The 
amended proposals now specify that 
the setting of Grade II listed Brindley’s 
Weir will be protected, preserved and 
enhanced. 

 

Economic 
EC1. Enhance Trafford’s 
high performance and 
sustainable economy to 
provide a powerful 
contribution to regional 
growth 

+ + + + Medium More 
than 
local 

Long term Contributing to 
overall pool of jobs 

The redevelopment of a prominent 
vacant site within the Regional Centre 
should provide a significant boost to 
Trafford’s economy. 

 

EC2. Reducing disparities 
by releasing the potential of 
all residents particularly in 
areas of disadvantage 

+ + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term  A range of job opportunities and 
facilities will be provided in an 
accessible location that is well-related 
to areas of deprivation. Consequently, 
all members of the community should 
be able to utilise the amenities and 
access the employment opportunities. 

Use of s106 agreements to 
secure training opportunities 
in the construction trades 
during the development 
period and for other 
permanent opportunties 
created by the development. 
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EC3. Enhance Trafford’s 
image as a business and 
tourism destination 

+ + + + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Positive effect on 
perceptions of 
area 

The redevelopment of a long-term 
derelict site would have a positive 
effect on the Trafford’s image as a 
business destination. 

Other policies in the Core 
Strategy will ensure that high 
standards of design are 
achieved in new 
development. 

EC4. Encourage the long 
term sustainability of 
Trafford’s Town Centres 

0 0 0 Medium N / A N / A  The limited on-site retail and 
restaurant provision would by small-
scale and the Trafford Other Town 
Centres Uses Study concludes that an 
out of centre hotel in the Borough is 
unlikely to have any impact upon the 
nearest town centre. 

 

EC5. Improve the social 
and environmental 
performance of the 
economy 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term  The provision of job opportunities and 
community facilities in a highly 
sustainable location that is well related 
to areas of deprivation should improve 
the social and environmental 
performance of the economy. 
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Sustainability Summary The proposals for Pomona have the potential to deliver a range of significant sustainability benefits.  The key ones relate to improving accessibility for all to services and 
facilities; reducing poverty and social exclusion; conserving land resources; enhancing Trafford’s economic performance; improving the Borough’s image as a business 
location and reducing disparities. By resulting in the redevelopment of a prominent, vacant site the proposals would also have a positive impact on the objectives relating 
to enhancing townscape character; reducing crime and fear of crime; and improving local neighbourhood quality.  
 
The accessibility of the site by public transport and its proximity to areas of deprivation could also result in positive effects on a range of sustainability objectives, including 
reducing the effect of traffic on the environment; reducing contributions to climate change and improving air quality. The inclusion of a requirement for development to 
enhance pedestrian and cycle links to existing Metrolink stations at Cornbrook and Pomona will further strengthen the performance of the proposals against these 
objectives. Other objectives that the proposals would have some positive impact on include those relating to the social and environmental performance of the economy; 
transport infrastructure; sense of community identity; and water quality. 
 
A significant proportion of the Pomona site is at a high risk of flooding. Consequently, the proposals are likely to have a negative impact on the objective of reducing the 
impact of climate change. As a result of the Sequential Testing of the Strategic Locations, the amended proposals for Pomona do not include a residential element and, by 
extension, will not contribute to/deliver new education facilities. Consequently, the proposals no longer have the potential to have a positive impact on the objectives of 
achieving a better balance and mix in the housing market and improving qualifications and skills. It is acknowledged that there is an extant permission for a residential 
development of 546 units on the site. However, this permission is due to expire in May 2012. The PPS25 Exception Test concluded that due to the presence of the hotel 
and bar uses, the proposals are unlikely to pass the Exception Test. It is therefore recommended that the hotel and bar uses be removed from the proposals. 
 
As there has been re-vegetation on a portion of the site there is the possibility that its redevelopment could have a negative impact on biodiversity, flora and fauna. Key 
mitigation measures to prevent this will include the completion of appropriate nature conservation studies and the provision of suitably designed open spaces to 
compensate for any loss.. 

 
 

Key for effects 
++ major positive; + minor positive; 0 neutral; – minor negative; – – major negative; ? uncertain 
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SL 2: Trafford Wharfside 
 Timescale Nature of Effect  

SA Objective 0 – 5 
years 

5 – 
10 

years 

10+ 
years 

Certainty Scale Permanence Secondary, 
cumulative, 
synergistic 

Comments Mitigation 

Social 
S1. Achieving a better 
balance and mix in the 
housing market 

+ + + Medium Local Long term A cumulative 
overprovision of 1 
bed dwellings 
could result in 
empty properties 
and have a 
negative impact on 
the image of the 
area. 

The provision of residential apartments 
may improve the balance and mix of 
the housing market. However, the 
2006 Housing Market Assessment 
noted that there is a need for 2 bed 
dwellings and family housing. It 
concluded that there was no need for 1 
bed dwellings in either market or 
affordable caegories. 

The proposals already 
specify that a proportion of 
the residential development 
should be suitable for 
families, either in terms of 
size or type. 

S2. Improve accessibility for 
all to services and facilities 

+ + + Medium Local Long term Improved quality of 
life and reduced 
social exclusion. 

Trafford Wharfside is physically 
disconnected from other residential 
communities. However, it is within 
reasonable walking distance of the 
public transport network and the 
proposal involves improvements to 
public transport infrastructure. 

Improve pedestrian and 
public transport links to other 
neighbourhoods. 

S3. Enhance transport 
infrastructure; improve 
accessibility and quality of 
life to all communities. 

+ + + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term  Trafford Wharfside is situated in an 
accessible location and the strategic 
proposal involves improvements to 
public transport infrastructure. The 
development of Victoria Warehouse 
will also open up access to the canal 
towpath for walking and cycling. 

 

S4. Reduce crime, disorder 
and the fear of crime 

+ + + Medium Local Long term Positive effect on 
perceptions of 
area. 

Redevelopment of the site will 
increase activity levels in the area and 
will provide opportunities for natural 
surveillance of roads, walkways and 
public areas. 

Policy L7 in the Core 
Strategy will ensure that 
developments are designed 
to minimise opportunities for 
crime. 
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S5. Reduce poverty and 
social exclusion 

+ + + + + High More 
than 
local 

Long term Improved image of 
Trafford 

The scheme will result in the creation 
of a number of jobs which will be in an 
accessible location and well-related to 
areas of deprivation. Consequently, all 
members of the community should be 
able to utilise the amenities and 
access the employment opportunities. 

Use of s106 agreements to 
secure training opportunities 
in the construction trades 
during the development 
period and for other 
permanent opportunties 
created by the development. 

S6. Encourage a sense of 
community identity and 
welfare and value diversity, 
improve equity and equality 
of opportunity 

0 0 + Medium Local Long term  Trafford Wharfside is not located in a 
established residential area and is 
physically disconnected from other 
communities. However, the provision 
of ancillary community leisure and 
education facilities could assist with 
the development of a cohesive 
community. 

Provision of an appropriate 
range of accessible 
community leisure and 
education facilities. 

S7. Improve qualifications 
and skills of the resident 
population 

0 + + Medium Local Long term  The proposals include a requirement 
for appropraite school provision.  

 

S8. Improve the health and, 
inequalities in health of the 
population 

+ + + Medium Local Long term  The provision of health facilities, open 
space and the creation of safe 
pedestrian and cycle routes should 
deliver benefits to health. 

Ensure local access to 
proposed facilities. 

S9. Protect and improve 
local neighbourhood quality 

+ + + + High Local Long term  The redevelopment of vacant sites and 
underused buildings would have a 
positive impact on local neighbourhood 
quality. A strong emphasis is also now 
placed on securing a high quality 
design for the redevelopment of 
Victoria Warehouse and on ensuring 
that tall buildings, in particular, are well 
designed and iconic. 
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Environment 
E1. Reduce the effect of 
traffic on the environment 

+ + + Low Local Long term Cumulatively with 
other sites in the 
vicinity it may 
exacerbate 
congestion 
associated with 
match days at Old 
Trafford 

The proposed development could 
potentially exacerbate congestion, with 
the GM transport model forecasting a 
significant increase in journey times on 
the A56 and A5081. The site is 
however well connected to, or within 
walking distance of, the public 
transport network. The proposals 
would also support walking and cycling 
through the provision of a pedestrian 
bridge crossing at Clippers Quay and 
Mediacity:uk. Furthermore, amended 
proposals now require proposals in 
this location to contribute to the 
provision of a high frequency public 
transport system. 

Limit the amount of on-site 
parking. 
 

E2. Protect, enhance and 
restore open space, 
biodiversity, flora and fauna, 
geological and geo-
morphological features 

0 0 0 Medium N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

E3. Reduce contributions to 
climate change 

+ + + Low Local Long term Cumulatively with 
other sites in the 
vicinity it may 
exacerbate 
congestion 
associated with 
match days at Old 
Trafford 

The proposed development could 
potentially exacerbate congestion. The 
site is however well connected to the 
public transport network and measures 
would be delivered to encourage 
walking and cycling and provide a high 
frequency public transport system. 
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E4. Reduce impact of 
climate change 

- - - - Medium Local Long term  The Level 2 SFRA demonstrated that 
41% of  Wharfside falls within Flood 
Zone 2 with an additional 2% in Flood 
Zone 3. This risk of flooding will be 
exacerbated by climate change. 
 
It is however specified that residential 
development in this Location must be 
located outside Flood Zone 3. The 
provision of on-site open space should 
provide shade from higher summer 
temperatures. The proximity to the 
Ship Canal should also provide a 
cooling influence. 

Trafford Council’s Flood Risk 
Sequential Test report 
demonstrated that the 
proposals pass the 
Sequential Test. The 
proposals already require 
the residential development 
at Wharfside to be located 
outside Flood Zone 3. This 
requirement should be 
extended to the other ‘more 
vulnerable’ uses proposed at 
Wharfside, to ensure the 
proposals pass the 
Exception Test. 
 
Core Strategy policy L5 will 
ensure appropriate 
measures are taken to 
reduce flood risk. 

E5. Reduce the 
environmental impacts of 
consumption and 
production 

0 0 0 Medium N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

E6. Conserve land 
resources and reduce land 
contamination 

+ + + + + High Local Long term  The site is wholly previously developed 
land. The previous industrial uses 
associated with the site are likely to 
have resulted in land contamination. 
Bringing the area back into beneficial 
use provides the opportunity to tackle 
this contamination. 

 

E7. Protect and improve 
water quality 

+ + + Medium Local Long term Positive impact on 
biodiversity 

The remediation of brownfield sites will 
reduce sources and pathways of 
contaminants. 
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E8. Protect and improve air 
quality 

+ + + Low Local Long term Secondary impacts 
on health 

The proposed development could 
potentially exacerbate congestion. The 
site is however well connected to the 
public transport network and measures 
would be delivered to encourage 
walking and cycling and provide a high 
frequency public transport system. 

 

E9. Protect and enhance 
the diversity and 
distinctiveness of landscape 
and townscape character 
and cultural facilities 

+ + + High Local Long term  The redevelopment of vacant sites and 
underused buildings would have a 
positive impact on local neighbourhood 
quality. In addition, enhancements to 
the public realm would be provided as 
part of the proposals for creating a 
processional route to the LCCC 
location. 

Core Strategy policy L7 will 
ensure that high standards 
of design are achieved in 
new development. 

Economic 
EC1. Enhance Trafford’s 
high performance and 
sustainable economy to 
provide a powerful 
contribution to regional 
growth 

+ + + + Medium GM wide Long term Contributing to 
overall pool of jobs 

Wharfside could capitalise on its 
proximity to Mediacity:uk and act as an 
extension of the Quays and part of a 
thriving media and knowledge based 
centre of international significance. 

 

EC2. Reducing disparities 
by releasing the potential of 
all residents particularly in 
areas of disadvantage 

+ + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term  A range of job opportunities and 
facilities will be provided in an 
accessible location that is well-related 
to areas of deprivation. Consequently, 
all members of the community should 
be able to utilise the amenities and 
access the employment opportunities. 

Use of s106 agreements to 
secure training opportunities 
in the construction trades 
during the development 
period and for other 
permanent opportunties 
created by the development. 
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EC3. Enhance Trafford’s 
image as a business and 
tourism destination 

+ + + + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Stimulate further 
investment in the 
surrounding area 

Trafford Wharfside could capitalise on 
its proximity to Salford Quays and act 
as an extension of the Quays and part 
of a thriving media and knowledge 
based centre of international 
significance. It will include a mix of 
high quality office, residential, and 
leisure uses and effectively act as a 
poweful new business district for 
Trafford. It will form part of a strong 
axis from the Quays, Mediacity, Lowry, 
IWM, MUFC and Old Trafford. 

 

EC4. Encourage the long 
term sustainability of 
Trafford’s Town Centres 

0 0 0 Medium N / A N / A  Limited retail provision will not affect 
the sustainability of Trafford’s town 
centres. A significant amount of B1 
office development is proposed in this 
out of centre location however it is 
recognised that there are insufficient 
suitable and available sites in 
Trafford’s town centres. 

 

EC5. Improve the social 
and environmental 
performance of the 
economy 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term  The provision of job opportunities and 
community facilities in a sustainable 
location should improve the social and 
environmental performance of the 
economy. 
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Sustainability Summary The proposals for Trafford Wharfside are expected to have a largely positive impact on the sustainability objectives. In particular, the proposal is expected to have a major 
positive effect on economic performance; reducing poverty and social exclusion; Trafford’s image as a business destination; the conservation of land resources; and 
reducing economic disparities. Other high scoring objectives include improving accessibility for all to services and facilities; improving health; improving qualifications and 
skills; reducing crime and fear of crime and improving the social and environmental performance of the economy. The amended proposals place a strong emphasis on 
securing a high quality design for the redevelopment of Victoria Warehouse and ensuring that tall buildings, in particular, are well designed and iconic. This should 
enhance the performance of the proposals against the objective of protecting and improving local neighbourhood quality. 
 
The site is well connected to, or within walking distance of, the public transport network and the proposals would also support walking and cycling through the provision of 
a pedestrian bridge crossing to the Quays and the creation of a processional route to the LCCC Strategic Location. Furthermore, the amendments made to the policy 
mean that development in this location would also now be expected to contribute to the provision of a high frequency public transport system. Consequently, it is 
anticipated that the proposals would have a positive impact on traffic generation and, by extension, air quality and contributions to climate change. However, there is only 
limited certainty about this correlation due to the proposals also having the potential to exacerbate congestion, with the GM transport model forecasting a significant 
increase in journey times on the A56 and A5081. 
 
Trafford Wharfside is immediately adjacent to the Manchester Ship Canal and the Level 2 SFRA has demonstrated that a significant proportion of the site is at risk of 
flooding, with 42% of the site falling within Flood Zone 2 and 2% in Flood Zone 3. As a result, the proposal is likely to have an adverse impact on the objective of reducing 
the effects of climate change. It is however noted that the proposals specify that residential development at Wharfside  must be located outside Flood Zone 3 and there are 
other policies in the Core Strategy which should ensure that appropriate measures are taken to reduce the risk of flooding. However, to ensure the proposals pass the 
Exception Test, it is recommended that the requirement for the residential development to be located outside of Flood Zone 3 should be extended to the other ‘more 
vulnerable’ uses proposed at Wharfside, such as the hotel, leisure and community uses. 
 
There are no other anticipated negative effects from the proposals for Trafford Wharfside.  

 
 

Key for effects 
++ major positive; + minor positive; 0 neutral; – minor negative; – – major negative; ? uncertain 
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SL 3: Lancashire County Cricket Club Quarter 
 Timescale Nature of Effect  

SA Objective 0 – 5 
years 

5 – 
10 

years 

10+ 
years 

Certainty Scale Permanence Secondary, 
cumulative, 
synergistic 

Comments Mitigation 

Social 
S1. Achieving a better 
balance and mix in the 
housing market 

+ + + + High Local Long term Improved image of 
the LCCC area 

Proposal would increase the range of 
housing and support the regeneration 
of the City Region Inner Area. In 
addition, the specification that the 
residential elements of the proposal 
will comprise principally of 
accommodation suitable for families, 
with an appropriate affordable housing 
contribution, should ensure it makes a 
significant contribution to Trafford’s 
identifed housing needs. 

 

S2. Improve accessibility for 
all to services and facilities 

+ + + + Medium More 
than 
local 

Long term Reduced social 
exclusion and 
improved quality of 
life 

The proposal would result in the 
provision of enhanced education, 
community and leisure facilities and a 
superstore in an area of quantitative 
and qualitative deficiency in retail 
provision. Furthermore, the proposed 
upgrading of Sir Brian Statham Way 
and Warwick Road would improve 
pedestrian connections to Wharfside 
and Salford Quays. 

 

S3. Enhance transport 
infrastructure; improve 
accessibility and quality of 
life to all communities. 

+ + + Medium More 
than 
local 

Long term  The proposal would result in the 
provision of employment opportunities 
and leisure facilities in a highly 
accessible location. It would also 
deliver improvements to the local 
highway network and linkages to 
public transport infrastructure. 
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S4. Reduce crime, disorder 
and the fear of crime 

+ + + High Local Long term Improved 
perceptions of the 
area 

Redevelopment for a range of uses 
would bring greater activity to the area, 
increasing natural surveillance and 
helping reduce incidents of crime. 

Other policies in the Core 
Strategy should ensure that 
developments are designed 
to minimise opportunities for 
crime. 

S5. Reduce poverty and 
social exclusion 

+ + + + Medium Local Long term Improved quality of 
life 

Employment opportunities would be 
created through the expansion of the 
cricket ground, the provision of 
ancillary sports/leisure facilities and 
the development of a superstore . This 
has the potential to have a significant 
postive impact on social exclusion and 
poverty due to LCCC’s close proximity 
to areas with relatively high levels of 
deprivation and the site’s accessibility 
by public transport. 

Use of s106 agreements to 
secure training opportunities 
in the construction trades 
during the development 
period and for other 
permanent opportunties 
created by the development. 

S6. Encourage a sense of 
community identity and 
welfare and value diversity, 
improve equity and equality 
of opportunity 

+ + + Medium More 
than 
local 

Long term  Sports and leisure facilities will be 
made available to the community and 
Trafford Town Hall, which represents a 
significant landmark in the area, will be 
retained. 

 

S7. Improve qualifications 
and skills of the resident 
population 

+ + + + + Medium More 
than 
local 

Long term Secondary impacts 
on deprivation and 
quality of life 

The proposals involve improvements 
to Stretford High School and Trafford 
College. 

 

S8. Improve the health and, 
inequalities in health of the 
population 

+ + + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The proposals seek to encourage the 
increased participation by the local 
community in sports and recreation 
activities and will result in 
new/improved facilities that are 
available to the community. 

 

S9. Protect and improve 
local neighbourhood quality 

+ + + High Local Long term Improved 
perceptions of the 
area 

The proposals will contribute to the 
regeneration of the Gorse Hill, LCCC 
and Trafford Town Hall areas. 
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Environment 
E1. Reduce the effect of 
traffic on the environment 

? ? ? Low More 
than 
local 

Long term Cumulatively with 
other sites in the 
vicinity it may 
exacerbate 
congestion 

The site adjoins Old Trafford Metrolink 
station and is within walking distance 
of a number of bus stops on Chester 
Road. The provision of employment 
opportunities and leisure facilities in 
this highly accessible location should 
therefore reduce the need to travel by 
car. However, the increased capacity 
at LCCC stadium and the proposed 
superstore could potentially 
exacerbate congestion, with the GM 
transport model forecasting a 
significant increase in journey times on 
the A56 and A5081. 

The proposed improvements 
to the local highway network 
and enhanced linkages to 
public transport 
infrastructure, together with 
Core Strategy policies L4 
and L8, will help reduce the 
impact. 
 

E2. Protect, enhance and 
restore open space, 
biodiversity, flora and fauna, 
geological and geo-
morphological features 

? ? ? Low Local Medium term  Wider masterplan proposals have the 
potential to result in cumulative erosion 
of habitats and thus generally lead to a 
decreased level of biodiversity in the 
area. 

Ensure development 
incorporates features to 
enhance the level of 
biodiversity in the area, such 
as green roofs and 
appropriate landscaping. 

E3. Reduce contributions to 
climate change 

? ? ? Low More 
than 
local 

Long term Cumulatively with 
other sites in the 
vicinity it may 
exacerbate 
congestion 

The provision of employment 
opportunities and leisure facilities in a 
location that is highly accessible by 
public transport should reduce the 
need to travel by car. However, the 
proposals have the potential to 
exacerbate congestion. 

The proposed improvements 
to the local highway network 
and enhanced linkages to 
public transport 
infrastructure, together with 
Core Strategy policies L4 
and L8, will help reduce the 
impact. 
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E4. Reduce impact of 
climate change 

+ + + Low Local Long term  LCCC falls wholly within Flood Zone 1. 
The Level 2 SFRA did however 
demonstrate that parts of the site may 
be susceptible to surface water 
flooding. Nevertheless, the proposed 
provision of appropriate Green 
Infrastructure and open space should 
reduce surface water run-off and also 
lessen the urban heat island effect. 

Policy L5 in the Core 
Strategy will ensure that 
appropriate measures are 
taken to reduce the risk of 
surface water flooding, such 
as the use of Sustainable 
Drainage Systems (SUDS). 

E5. Reduce the 
environmental impacts of 
consumption and 
production 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

E6. Conserve land 
resources and reduce land 
contamination 

+ + + High Local Long term  The site comprises predominantly of 
previously developed land. 

 

E7. Protect and improve 
water quality 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

E8. Protect and improve air 
quality 

? ? ? Low More 
than 
local 

Long term Potential 
secondary impact 
on people’s health, 
particularly those 
who already suffer 
from respiratory 
illnesses. 

The provision of employment 
opportunities and leisure facilities in a 
location that is highly accessible by 
public transport should reduce the 
need to travel by car. However, the 
proposals have the potential to 
exacerbate congestion along the A56, 
which is a designated Air Quality 
Management Area. 

The proposed improvements 
to the local highway network 
and enhanced linkages to 
public transport 
infrastructure, together with 
Core Strategy policies L4 
and L8, will help reduce the 
impact. 
 

E9. Protect and enhance 
the diversity and 
distinctiveness of landscape 
and townscape character 
and cultural facilities 

+ + + Medium Local Long term Safeguarding the 
town hall will 
contribute to a 
sense of place and 
local identity 

The site contains the Grade II listed 
Trafford Town Hall. Significant 
redevelopment is proposed for the 
area. However, the proposals seek to 
secure the renovation of the town hall 
and could enhance its setting through 
the proposed public realm 
enhancements to Warwick Road. 
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Economic 
EC1. Enhance Trafford’s 
high performance and 
sustainable economy to 
provide a powerful 
contribution to regional 
growth 

+ + + Medium Local Long term Contributing to 
overall pool of jobs 

The proposal would create a 
significant number of employment 
opportunities and is likely to encourage 
the expansion of the sport and leisure 
sector which may result in the 
expansion or establishment of small 
and medium sized businesses. 

 

EC2. Reducing disparities 
by releasing the potential of 
all residents particularly in 
areas of disadvantage 

+ + + + Medium Local Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The scheme will geneate a wide range 
of job opportunities. This will have a 
postive impact on social exclusion and 
poverty due to LCCC’s close proximity 
to areas of deprivation and its 
accessibility by public transport. 

Use of s106 agreements to 
secure training opportunities 
in the construction trades 
during the development 
period and for other 
permanent opportunties 
created by the development. 

EC3. Enhance Trafford’s 
image as a business and 
tourism destination 

+ + + + + High GM wide Long term Creation of jobs at 
cricket club 

The expansion of LCCC stadium will 
enhance Trafford’s reputation as a 
location for national and international 
sporting events and help LCCC regain 
International Test Match cricket. 

 

EC4. Encourage the long 
term sustainability of 
Trafford’s Town Centres 

0 0 0 Low N/A N/A  The proposed superstore would not be 
in a town centre or seemingly in a 
location that would promote linked trips 
with the borough’s town centres. 
However, as the policy stipulates it 
would be limited to a scale that will 
address the deficiencies in retail 
provision in the Old Trafford area, it is 
envisaged that the proposal is unlikely 
to have a significant impact on 
Trafford’s town centres. 
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EC5. Improve the social 
and environmental 
performance of the 
economy 

+ + + Medium Local Long term  The provision of job opportunities and 
sports/leisure facilities in a highly 
accessible location that is well related 
to areas of deprivation is likely to 
improve the social and environmental 
performance of the economy. 

 

Sustainability Summary The proposals for the LCCC Strategic Location have the potential to deliver a wide range of sustainability benefits. The redevelopment of the stadium will significantly 
enhance Trafford’s reputation as a location for national and international sporting events and strengthen Trafford’s reputation as a tourism destination. The proposals 
would also result in the provision of a range of employment opportunities, a superstore, and education, community and leisure facilities in a location that is well related to 
areas of deprivation and accessible by public transport. As a consequence, it is anticipated that the proposals would have a major positive impact on the objectives relating 
to economic disparities; poverty and social exclusion; access to services and facilities; health; and skills and qualifications. There would also be some positive impact on 
the objectives relating to enhancing Trafford’s high economic performance and improving the social and environmental performance of the economy. In addition, the 
amendments made to policy stipulate that the superstore would be limited to a scale that will address the deficiencies in retail provision in the Old Trafford area, which 
addresses previous uncertainties about the impact of the proposals on Trafford’s town centres. As a result, it is now concluded that the proposals are unlikely to have any 
significant impact on the Borough’s town centres. 
 
The policy now states that the residential elements of the proposal will comprise principally of accommodation suitable for families, with an appropriate affordable housing 
contribution. As a result, the Strategic Location should make a significant contribution to Trafford’s identifed housing needs and thereby have a major positive effect on the 
objective of achieving a better balance and mix in the housing market. The performance of the proposals have been further strengthened by a number of other 
amendments to the policy. For instance, the addition of a requirement for development in this location to deliver improvements to the local highway network and better 
linkages to public transport infrastructure should have a positive impact on the objective of enhancing transport infrastructure and improving accessibility. Similarly, the 
new reference to renovating the Grade II listed Trafford Town Hall and delivering public realm enhancements to Warwick Road should ensure that the proposals have a 
positive impact on the objective of protecting and enhancing the diversity and distinctiveness of townscape character. 
 
There are no anticipated negative effects from the proposals for the LCCC area. Nevertheless, there is uncertainty over the impact of the proposals on traffic generation 
and, by extension, air quality and contributions to climate change. However, the greater emphasis placed upon improvements to the local highway network and enhanced 
linkages to public transport infrastructure in the amended proposals should reduce the impact on these objectives. It will also be important to ensure that development in 
the location incorporates features to enhance the biodiversity value of the area to prevent the proposals from having a negative impact on the objective of protecting, 
enhancing and restoring biodiversity, flora and fauna. 

 
 
 
 

Key for effects 
++ major positive; + minor positive; 0 neutral; – minor negative; – – major negative; ? uncertain 
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SL 4: Trafford Centre Rectangle 
 Timescale Nature of Effect  

SA Objective 0 – 5 
years 

5 – 
10 

years 

10+ 
years 

Certainty Scale Permanence Secondary, 
cumulative, 
synergistic 

Comments Mitigation 

Social 
S1. Achieving a better 
balance and mix in the 
housing market 

+ + + + High More 
than 
local 

Long term Quality of life and 
opportunity 

The site has the potential to deliver a 
range of housing types and tenures. In 
addition, the specification that the 
residential elements of the proposal 
will comprise predominantly of 
accommodation suitable for families, 
with an appropriate affordable housing 
contribution, should ensure the 
proposal makes a significant 
contribution to Trafford’s identifed 
housing needs. 

 

S2. Improve accessibility for 
all to services and facilities 

+ + + High Local Long term Positive impact on 
quality of life 

The development would incorporate 
retail and community facilities, 
including a school and health facilities, 
in an accessible location. 

 

S3. Enhance transport 
infrastructure; improve 
accessibility and quality of 
life to all communities. 

+ + + Medium More 
than 
local 

Long term  Part of the location is not well served 
by public transport and is located in 
close proximity to the motorway 
network, which has the potential to 
result in a car dependent development. 
However, the proposal now requires 
development in this location to deliver 
significant improvements to public 
transport infrastructure, re-route local 
public transport provision through the 
site and provide an attractive 
pedestrian link to the Trafford Centre 
Bus Station. 
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S4. Reduce crime, disorder 
and the fear of crime 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S5. Reduce poverty and 
social exclusion 

+ + + High More 
than 
local 

Long term Increased 
opportunities and 
quality of life 

The proposals offer the potential to 
create a large number of new jobs 
close to areas of deprivation. 
Measures will also be taken to improve 
the accessibility of the site for all 
sections of the community. 

 

S6. Encourage a sense of 
community identity and 
welfare and value diversity, 
improve equity and equality 
of opportunity 

0 + + High Local Long term  The site is not  in an established 
residential area and is physically 
disconnected from other communities. 
However, the provision of community 
facilities and preservation of  heritage 
assets could help develop a cohesive 
community and a sense of place. 

 

S7. Improve qualifications 
and skills of the resident 
population 

+ + + Medium Local Long term  The proposals include a requirement 
for appropriate school provision. 

 

S8. Improve the health and, 
inequalities in health of the 
population 

+ + +  Medium Local Long term Positive impact on 
quality of life 

The proposal would result in the  
provision of community facilities, 
including health facilities. Furthermore, 
development in this location will 
include open space and outdoor sports 
facilities that  provide recreational 
opportunities for the community. 

 

S9. Protect and improve 
local neighbourhood quality 

+ + + Medium Local Long term Improved 
perceptions of the 
area. 

Comprehensive redevelopment of this 
area offers the opportunity to improve 
existing linkages and neighbourhood 
quality. It will provide the opportunity to 
improve sites that are currently 
outworn and give the location a sense 
of identity. 
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Environment 
E1. Reduce the effect of 
traffic on the environment 

+ + + Medium More 
than 
local 

Long term Reduced air 
pollution and 
carbon emissions 

Part of the location is not well served 
by public transport and is located in 
close proximity to the motorway 
network. Consequently, it has the 
potential to result in a car dependent 
development that augments 
congestion in the area. However, the 
proposals require significant 
improvements to public transport 
infrastructure, the re-routing of public 
transport through the site and the 
provision of a pedestrian link to the 
Trafford Centre bus station. These 
requirements will also further enhance 
the accessibility of the Trafford Centre 
and surrounding areas, such as 
Trafford Park, by public transport. 

 

E2. Protect, enhance and 
restore open space, 
biodiversity, flora and fauna, 
geological and geo-
morphological features 

? ? ? Medium Local Long term  Difficult to assess impact due to 
uncertainty about the ecological value 
of the greenfield site at Trafford 
Quays, which is adjacent to a 
designated Wildlife Corridor. However, 
the requirement for the development to 
deliver an appropriate scale of Green 
Infrastructure should provide additional 
habitat for species. 

Policy R2 will ensure studies 
of ecological value of the site 
are undertaken and  
areas of high biodiversity, 
landscape and open space 
value are protected and 
enhanced as part of 
development or their loss 
mitigated. 

E3. Reduce contributions to 
climate change 

+ + + Medium More 
than 
local 

Long term  Development in this location will be 
required to incorporate a range of 
measures to enhance the accessibility 
of the site by public transport. These 
measures should also further enhance 
the accessibility of the Trafford Centre 
and surrounding areas, such as 
Trafford Park, by public transport. 
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E4. Reduce impact of 
climate change 

- - - - Medium Local Long term Cumulative impact 
of developments 
adjacent to the 
Ship Canal on 
flood risk 

The Level 2 SFRA demonstrated that 
20% of the site is in Flood Zone 2 and 
4% in Flood Zone 3. Flood risk is 
particularly acute in the Trafford Quays 
section of the site, 44% of which is in 
Flood Zone 2 and 15% is in Flood 
Zone 3. This risk of flooding will be 
exacerbated by climate change. 
 
The requirement for the location to 
deliver an appropriate scale of Green 
Infrastructure and open space should 
help mitigate higher summer 
temperatures and also provide 
additional habitat for species. 

Trafford Council’s Flood Risk 
Sequential Test report 
demonstrated that the 
proposals pass the 
Sequential Test.  
 
However, the Exception Test 
concluded that it is uncertain 
whether more vulnerable 
uses would be safe from 
flood risk if they were located 
on the parts of the site at the 
highest risk of flooding. 
Consequently, to ensure the 
Exception Test is passed, 
the proposals should specify 
that the residential units, 
ancillary community uses 
and hotel should be located 
outside of these areas of 
highest risk. 

E5. Reduce the 
environmental impacts of 
consumption and 
production 

0 0 0 Medium N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

E6. Conserve land 
resources and reduce land 
contamination 

? ? ? High Local Long term  The site comprises predominantly of 
previously developed land. However, 
the Trafford Quays site constitutes a 
large area of greenfield land. 

To minimise the need to 
release additional greenfield 
sites development should be 
built to an appropriate 
density whilst still providing 
for appropriate high quality 
open amenity space.  
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E7. Protect and improve 
water quality 

? ? ? Low Local Long term Negative impact 
on biodiversity 
interest in the 
Manchester Ship 
Canal 

A significant amount of development 
would be directed to a canalside area 
which has the potential to adversely 
affect water quality unless adequate 
mitigation measures are adopted. 

Policy L5 in the Core 
Strategy will ensure the 
development incorporates 
measures to reduce runoff 
into watercourses and 
reduce the risk of flooding 
from sewers. 

E8. Protect and improve air 
quality 

+ + + Low More 
than 
local 

Long term Secondary impacts 
on health and 
quality of life. 

The site is partly within an Air Quality 
Management area and the quantum of 
development proposed is likely to lead 
to an increase in traffic which could 
have a detrimental impact on air 
quality. The prescribed enhancements 
to public transport should however 
minimise this impact and also enhance 
the accessibility of the Trafford Centre, 
other attractions and surrounding 
areas, such as Trafford Park, by public 
transport. 

 

E9. Protect and enhance 
the diversity and 
distinctiveness of landscape 
and townscape character 
and cultural facilities 

+ + + High Local Long term Increased sense of 
place and 
improved 
perceptions of the 
area 

Development in the area is required to 
to preserve or enhance the Barton-
upon-Irwell Conservation Area, deliver 
improvements to the Barton Bridge 
Swing Aqueduct (Grade II* listed) and 
protect and enhance the setting of 
Pugin’s Grade I listed church of All 
Saints and the Grade II Presbytery.  

The policy could be 
strengthened by referring to 
the need for development to 
protect and enhance Pugin’s 
Grade I listed church of All 
Saints and the Grade II 
Presbytery AND their setting, 
rather than just the setting of 
these buildings. 

Economic 
EC1. Enhance Trafford’s 
high performance and 
sustainable economy to 
provide a powerful 
contribution to regional 
growth 

+ + + + + High More 
than 
local 

Long term Increased 
employment 
opportunities and 
reduced 
deprivation 

The Location has the opportunity to 
provide high quality commercial 
development, improve tourism 
infrastructure and provide high quality 
residential development close to areas 
of employment. 
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EC2. Reducing disparities 
by releasing the potential of 
all residents particularly in 
areas of disadvantage 

+ + + High More 
than 
local 

Long term Increased 
opportunities and 
quality of life 

The proposals offer the potential to 
create a large number of new jobs 
close to areas of deprivation. 
Measures will be undertaken to 
improve the accessibility of the site for 
all sections of the community. 

 

EC3. Enhance Trafford’s 
image as a business and 
tourism destination 

+ + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term  The development will complement the 
existing visitor attractions that already 
exist within the Trafford Centre and the 
Trafford Sports Village. It would also 
help meet the need for a upper mid-
market hotel identified in the Trafford 
Other Town Centres Uses Study. 

 

EC4. Encourage the long 
term sustainability of 
Trafford’s Town Centres 

0 0 0 High Local Long term  The proposals include a number of 
town centre uses. Nevertheless, the 
retail provision will be ancillary to the 
development and the Trafford Other 
Town Centres Uses Study (2009) 
concludes that an out of centre hotel in 
the Borough is unlikely to have any 
impact upon the nearest town centre. 
Furthermore, Core Strategy policy W2 
should ensure that the proposal would 
have no impact on Trafford’s town 
centres. 

 

EC5. Improve the social 
and environmental 
performance of the 
economy 

0 0 0 Medium N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  
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Sustainability Summary The Trafford Centre Rectangle Strategic Location has the potential to deliver a range of significant sustainability benefits. The key ones relate to enhancing Trafford’s 
economic performance; and improving the Borough’s image as a business and tourism location. The policy now states that the residential elements of the proposal will 
comprise predominantly of accommodation suitable for families, with an appropriate affordable housing contribution. As a result, the proposal should make a significant 
contribution to Trafford’s identifed housing needs and thereby have a major positive effect on the objective of achieving a better balance and mix in the housing market.  
 
The amendments made to the proposals strengthen their performance considerably against a number of sustainability objectives. The amended policy now places a 
significant emphasis on enhancing the accessibility of the location by public transport, referring to the need to significantly improve public transport infrastructure including 
an integrated, frequent public transit system; re-route local public transport provision through the site and provide a direct pedestrian link to the Trafford Centre Bus 
Station. As a result, it is concluded that the proposals are likely to have some positive impact on the objectives relating to transport infrastructure; poverty and social 
exclusion; the effects of traffic on the environment; contributions to climate change; air quality; and economic disparities. The additional detail provided on the ancillary 
community facilities means that it can now be concluded with a greater degree of certainty that the proposals would have a positive impact on the objectives of improving 
accessibility for all to services and facilities; improving qualifications and improving health. While the incorporation of a requirement for the development to preserve or 
enhance the Barton-upon-Irwell Conservation Area, deliver improvements to the Barton Bridge Swing Aqueduct (Grade II* listed) and protect and enhance the setting of 
Pugin’s Grade I listed church of All Saints and the Grade II Presbytery should ensure that the proposals have a positive impact on the objective relating to townscape 
character. 
 
The proposals for the Strategic Location may have a negative impact on reducing the impact of climate change due to the level of flood risk on parts of the site. Trafford 
Council’s Flood Risk Sequential Test report has demonstrated that the proposals would pass the Sequential Test. Nevertheless, the Exception Test concluded that it is 
uncertain whether more vulnerable uses proposed for the Trafford Centre Rectangle Strategic Location, and the Trafford Quays area in particular, would be safe from flood 
risk if they were to be located on the parts of the area at the highest risk of flooding. Consequently, to ensure the Exception Test is passed and also to mitigate the 
negative impact of the proposals on the objective of reducing the impact of climate change, it is recommended that the proposals should specify that the residential units, 
ancillary community uses and hotel should be located outside of these areas of highest risk. 
 
In addition, there is also a need to undertake conservation surveys, particularly on the greenfield site adjacent to the designated Wildlife Corridor, to address the uncertain 
impact of the proposals on the open space, biodiversity, flora and fauna. The impact of the proposals on the objectives relating to conserving land resources and 
protecting water quality is also uncertain.  

 

Key for effects 
++ major positive; + minor positive; 0 neutral; – minor negative; – – major negative; ? uncertain 
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SL 5: Carrington 
 Timescale Nature of Effect  

SA Objective 0 – 5 
years 

5 – 
10 

years 

10+ 
years 

Certainty Scale Permanence Secondary, 
cumulative, 
synergistic 

Comments Mitigation 

Social 
S1. Achieving a better 
balance and mix in the 
housing market 

+ + + + + + High More 
than 
local 

Long term Quality of life and 
opportunity 

The proposals will result in a large-
scale residential development that will 
comprise predominantly of 
accommodation suitable for families, 
with an appropriate affordable housing 
contribution. This would make a 
significant contribution to Trafford’s 
identifed housing needs. 

 

S2. Improve accessibility for 
all to services and facilities 

+ + + High More 
than 
local 

Long term Positive impact on 
quality of life 

The development would include retail 
and community facilities that would be 
accessible to the local community and 
also residents in Partington. 

 

S3. Enhance transport 
infrastructure; improve 
accessibility and quality of 
life to all communities. 

+ + + Medium More 
than 
local 

Long term  The area presently suffers from poor 
public transport links. The proposal 
would deliver significant 
enhancements to public transport and 
also provide new road infrastructure to 
serve the development area. 

 

S4. Reduce crime, disorder 
and the fear of crime 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S5. Reduce poverty and 
social exclusion 

+ + + High More 
than 
local 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The provision of a range of 
employment opportunities and the 
improvements to the accessibility of 
the site by public transport should help 
reduce poverty and social exclusion in 
nearby areas that are characterised by 
relatively high levels of deprivation. 
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S6. Encourage a sense of 
community identity and 
welfare and value diversity, 
improve equity and equality 
of opportunity 

0 0 + Medium Local Long term  The site is not located in a established 
residential area and is physically 
disconnected from other communities. 
However, the provision of ancillary 
community facilities could assist with 
the development of a cohesive 
community. 

 

S7. Improve qualifications 
and skills of the resident 
population 

+ + + Medium Local Long term  The proposals include a requirement 
for appropriate school provision. This 
new facility may also be accessible to 
the community in Partington.  

Use of s106 agreements to 
secure training opportunities 
in the construction trades 
during the development 
period and for other 
permanent opportunties 
created by the development. 

S8. Improve the health and, 
inequalities in health of the 
population 

+ + + Medium Local Long term Positive impact on 
quality of life 

The proposal would result in the  
provision of community facilities, 
including health facilities. Furthermore, 
development in this location will 
improve access to surrounding 
greenspace and the open countryside.  

 

S9. Protect and improve 
local neighbourhood quality 

+ + + High Local Long term Improved image of 
Carrington 

The development will provide benefits 
in the reuse of an under-utilised 
brownfield site and will provide 
significant regeneration benefits to the 
area. 

Core Strategy policy L7 will 
ensure that high standards 
of design are achieved in 
new development. 
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Environment 
E1. Reduce the effect of 
traffic on the environment 

? ? ? Low More 
than 
local 

Long term Secondary impacts 
on air quality and 
carbon emissions. 

The area presently suffers from poor 
public transport links and is located in 
close proximity to the motorway 
network. Consequently, development 
in this area has the potential to result 
in unsustainable patterns of transport 
and exacerbate congestion. Significant 
improvements to public transport 
infrastructure would however be 
delivered and the use of Manchester 
Ship Canal for transportation purposes 
could reduce traffic. New road 
infrastructure to relieve congestion 
would also be provided, although this 
would not necessarily support the shift 
to more sustainable modes of travel. 

Need to ensure that public 
transport offers a viable 
alternative to the private car. 
Public transport 
improvements are already 
part of the proposals for this 
site.  

E2. Protect, enhance and 
restore open space, 
biodiversity, flora and fauna, 
geological and geo-
morphological features 

+ + + + + + Low Local Long term  Ecological surveys will need to be 
undertaken to establish the potential 
impact of the proposals on nature 
conservation value. However, the 
proposals require the development to 
protect and enhance the Mosslands 
and sites of nature conservation and 
biological importance. In addition, new 
habitats may be created through the 
required Green Infrastructure 
provision. 

Policy R2 will ensure nature 
conservation surveys are 
undertaken in order to 
ensure that development can 
take place without having an 
unacceptable impact on the 
safeguarding, enhancement 
and restoration of these 
important features. 
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E3. Reduce contributions to 
climate change 

+ + + Low National Long term  Development in this area has the 
potential to result in unsustainable 
patterns of transport and exacerbate 
congestion. Significant improvements 
to public transport infrastructure would 
however be delivered and the use of 
Manchester Ship Canal for 
transportation purposes could reduce 
emissions. New road infrastructure to 
relieve congestion would also be 
provided, although this would not 
necessarily support the shift to more 
sustainable modes of travel. 
 
The proposed protection and 
enhancement of the Mosslands as a 
carbon sink should have a significant 
impact on mitigating climate change. 

Need to ensure that public 
transport offers a viable 
alternative to the private car. 
Public transport 
improvements are already 
part of the proposals for this 
site. 
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E4. Reduce impact of 
climate change 

- - - - Medium Local Long term  The Level 2 SFRA demonstrated that 
16% of the site is in Flood Zone 2 and 
5% in Flood Zone 3. Consequently, 
development in this area may be 
particularly vulnerable to the effects of 
climate change. 
 
The requirement for development in 
this location to deliver an appropriate 
scale of Green Infrastructure and open 
space should help mitigate higher 
summer temperatures and also 
provide additional habitat for species. 

Trafford Council’s Flood Risk 
Sequential Test report 
demonstrated that the 
proposals pass the 
Sequential Test.  
 
However, the Exception Test 
concluded that it is uncertain 
whether more vulnerable 
uses would be safe from 
flood risk if they were located 
on the parts of the area at 
the highest risk of flooding. 
Consequently, to ensure the 
Exception Test is passed, 
the proposals should specify 
that the residential units and 
ancillary community uses 
should be located outside of 
these areas of highest risk. 

E5. Reduce the 
environmental impacts of 
consumption and 
production 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

E6. Conserve land 
resources and reduce land 
contamination 

+ + + + + High Local Long term Positive impact on 
biodiversity 

The development will maximise the 
use of previously developed land. It is 
anticipated that 95% of the land 
utilised will be brownfield. In order for 
this to take place it will be necessary to 
clear and de-contaminate the land. 

 

E7. Protect and improve 
water quality 

+ + + Medium Local Long term Secondary impacts 
on biodiversity 

The remediation of contaminated land 
is likely to eliminate any sources of 
contaminants to adjacent 
watercourses. 
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E8. Protect and improve air 
quality 

? ? ? Low More 
than 
local 

Long term Secondary impacts 
on health. 

Development in this area has the 
potential to result in unsustainable 
patterns of transport and exacerbate 
existing poor air quality. Significant 
improvements to public transport 
infrastructure would however be 
delivered and traffic could potentially 
be reduced by the use of Manchester 
Ship Canal for transportation 
purposes. New road infrastructure to 
relieve congestion would also be 
provided, although this would not 
necessarily support the shift to more 
sustainable modes of travel. 

Need to ensure that public 
transport offers a viable 
alternative to the private car. 
Public transport 
improvements are already 
part of the proposals for this 
site. 

E9. Protect and enhance 
the diversity and 
distinctiveness of landscape 
and townscape character 
and cultural facilities 

+ + + High Local Long term Improved image of 
Carrington 

The development will provide benefits 
in the reuse of an under-utilised 
brownfield site and will provide 
significant regeneration benefits to the 
area. In addition, the listed Church of 
St George and its setting would be 
protected from harm. 

Core Strategy policy L7 will 
ensure that high standards 
of design are achieved in 
new development. 

Economic 
EC1. Enhance Trafford’s 
high performance and 
sustainable economy to 
provide a powerful 
contribution to regional 
growth 

+ + + + + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

Significant development of currently 
under-utlised brownfield land will 
introduce Carrington as a key 
economic driver within the Borough. 
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EC2. Reducing disparities 
by releasing the potential of 
all residents particularly in 
areas of disadvantage 

+ + + + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

Improving employment opportunities in 
Carrington will have a positive benefit 
on the residents of nearby Partington 
and Sale West (and Irlam and 
Cadishead in Salford) via the creation 
of local jobs. The proposed 
improvements to public transport 
should ensure these opportunities are 
accessible to all residents. 

 

EC3. Enhance Trafford’s 
image as a business and 
tourism destination 

+ + + + + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The development will create significant 
employment opportunities across a 
range of business sectors. 

 

EC4. Encourage the long 
term sustainability of 
Trafford’s Town Centres 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

EC5. Improve the social 
and environmental 
performance of the 
economy 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

Improving employment opportunities in 
Carrington will have a positive benefit 
on the residents of nearby Partington 
and Sale West (and Irlam and 
Cadishead in Salford) via the creation 
of local jobs. The proposed 
improvements to public transport 
should ensure these opportunities are 
accessible to all residents. 
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Sustainability Summary It is anticipated that the proposals for the Carrington Strategic Location could have a significant positive impact on the objectives relating to enhancing Trafford’s economic 
performance; improving the Borough’s image as a business location; reducing disparities; and conserving land resources and reducing land contamination. As the 
proposals involve the remediation and redevelopment of an under-utilised brownfield site there would also be some positive impact on local neighbourhood quality; water 
quality and townscape character.  
 
The inclusion of a substantial residential element within the proposals and the specification that this will comprise predominantly of accommodation suitable for families 
should ensure that the amended proposals have a major positive impact on the objective of achieving a better balance and mix in the housing market. Similarly, the 
inclusion of a requirement for the development to be accompanied by ancillary community facilities may have some positive impact on the objectives of improving 
accessibility for all to services and facilities; improving qualifications and skills and improving the health. The proposals now unequivocally stipulate that development in 
this location will be required to protect and enhance the Mosslands and other sites of nature conservation and biological importance, including Carrington Rides, Broadoak 
Wood and Brookheys Covert. In addition, new habitats may be created through the required Green Infrastructure provision. As a result, the revised proposals could have a 
significant positive impact on the objective of protecting, enhancing and restoring open space, biodiversity and flora and fauna. 
 
Carrington is presently poorly served by public transport and development in this area has the potential to result in unsustainable patterns of transport. The proposal would 
however deliver significant enhancements to public transport and also provide new road infrastructure to serve the development area, which would have a positive impact 
on transport infrastructure and the social performance of the economy. The impact of the proposals on the objectives relating to the effect of traffic on the environment and 
air quality is however less certain. The revisions to the proposals, in particular the specifying that the Mosslands will be protected as a carbon sink, ensure that the 
proposals have the potential to have a positive impact on mitigating climate change. 
 
It is anticipated that the proposals for Carrington would have a negative effect on the objective of reducing the impact of climate change due to parts of the site being at 
risk of flooding. Trafford Council’s Flood Risk Sequential Test report demonstrated that the proposals would pass the Sequential Test. However, the Exception Test 
concluded that it is uncertain whether more vulnerable uses would be safe from flood risk if they were located on the parts of the area at the highest risk of flooding. 
Consequently, to ensure the Exception Test is passed and mitigate the negative impact on the objective of reducing the impact of climate change, it is recommended that 
the proposals should specify that the residential units and ancillary community uses should be located outside of these areas of highest risk. 

 
 Key for effects 

++ major positive; + minor positive; 0 neutral; – minor negative; – – major negative; ? uncertain 
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L1: Land for New Homes 
 Timescale Nature of Effect  

SA Objective 0 – 5 
years 

5 – 
10 

years 

10+ 
years 

Certainty Scale Permanence Secondary, 
cumulative, 
synergistic 

Comments Mitigation 

Social 
S1. Achieving a better 
balance and mix in the 
housing market 

+ + + + + + High GM wide Long term Support for local 
and sub-regional 
economy 

A key aim of the policy is to ensure 
that an adequate range of sites is 
made available across the Borough to 
allow a variety of types of housing, 
affordable by all sectors of the local 
community, to be provided. 

 

S2. Improve accessibility for 
all to services and facilities 

+ + + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

Policy states that housing will be 
directed to sustainable locations. 
Where development is located in less 
sustainable locations there will be a 
requirement to make contributions 
towards local infrastructure needs. 

 

S3. Enhance transport 
infrastructure; improve 
accessibility and quality of 
life to all communities. 

+ + + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

Policy states that housing will be 
directed to sustainable locations. 
Where development is located in less 
sustainable locations there will be a 
requirement to make contributions 
towards local infrastructure needs. 

 

S4. Reduce crime, disorder 
and the fear of crime 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Enhanced image Policy L1 prioritises the use of derelict, 
vacant and under-used land. As a 
result, it could potentially lead to the 
redevelopment of sites that contribute 
to a fear of crime and are potential 
areas of anti-social behaviour. 

Policy L7 in the Core 
Strategy will ensure that 
developments are designed 
to minimise opportunities for 
crime. 
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S5. Reduce poverty and 
social exclusion 

+ + + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The provision of housing in sustainable 
locations which meets the needs of all 
sectors of the community should have 
a positive impact on poverty and social 
exclusion. The prioritising of an 
appropriate mix of new residential 
development within areas that have 
significant levels of deprivation should 
contribute to securing social, economic 
and environmental improvements. 

 

S6. Encourage a sense of 
community identity and 
welfare and value diversity, 
improve equity and equality 
of opportunity 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The provision of housing that meets 
the needs of all sectors of the 
community should improve equity and 
equality of opportunity. 

 

S7. Improve qualifications 
and skills of the resident 
population 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S8. Improve the health and, 
inequalities in health of the 
population 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The provision of high quality housing 
can have significant benefits for health, 
for example by reducing the incidence 
of fuel poverty and providing a better 
living environment for people with 
respiratory diseases. 

 

S9. Protect and improve 
local neighbourhood quality 

+ + + + + High Develop
ment 
areas 
only 

Long term Improved quality of 
life and image 

Prioritising the re-use of derelict, 
vacant and under-used land should 
have a major positive effect on 
neighbourhood quality. 

 

Environment 
E1. Reduce the effect of 
traffic on the environment 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved air 
quality 

Policy states that housing will be 
directed to sustainable locations. 
Where development is located in less 
sustainable locations there will be a 
requirement to make contributions 
towards local infrastructure needs. 

Other policies in the Core 
Strategy should ensure that 
local infrastructure needs 
includes public transport 
provision. 
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E2. Protect, enhance and 
restore open space, 
biodiversity, flora and fauna, 
geological and geo-
morphological features 

? ? ? Low Develop
ment 
areas 
only 

Long term  The Policy prioritises the use of 
previously developed land for new 
housing and only permits the use of 
greenfield sites in exceptional 
circumstances. However, it must be 
recognised that brownfield sites can 
have significant ecological value. 

Policy R2 in the Core 
Strategy will ensure that the 
appropriate nature 
conservation surveys are 
undertaken. 

E3. Reduce contributions to 
climate change 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved air 
quality 
 
Reduced 
congestion 

Policy states that housing will be 
directed to sustainable locations. 
Where development is located in less 
sustainable locations there will be a 
requirement to make contributions 
towards local infrastructure needs. 

Other policies in the Core 
Strategy will ensure that 
local infrastructure needs 
includes public transport 
provision. 

E4. Reduce impact of 
climate change 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term  Policy states that new housing 
developments will be concentrated in 
areas at lowest risk of flooding. The 
policy also seeks to protect greenfield 
sites which may offer benefits in terms 
of reducing the urban heat island 
effect. 

 

E5. Reduce the 
environmental impacts of 
consumption and 
production 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Reduced need for 
landfill sites 

Conversion and sub-division are 
recognised as a means of meeting 
Trafford’s housing targets. This can 
minimise the need to build new homes, 
the construction of which generates a 
significant amount of waste. 

 

E6. Conserve land 
resources and reduce land 
contamination 

+ + + High Develop
ment 
areas 
only 

Long term Improved quality of 
life and image 

The policy prioritises the re-use of 
derelict, vacant and under-used sites 
and incorporates measures to control 
the release of greenfield sites for 
residential development. 
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E7. Protect and improve 
water quality 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life and image 

By prioritising the re-use of derelict, 
vacant and underused sites the policy 
is likely to lead to the remediation of 
contaminated sites which may be the 
source of pollutants to nearby 
watercourses. 

 

E8. Protect and improve air 
quality 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Secondary impacts 
on health 

Policy states that housing will be 
directed to sustainable locations. This 
should reduce the need to travel by 
private car and would therefore have 
positive impacts on air quality. 

 

E9. Protect and enhance 
the diversity and 
distinctiveness of landscape 
and townscape character 
and cultural facilities 

+ + + + + High Develop
ment 
areas 
only 

Long term Improved quality of 
life and image 

The policy will afford protection to 
greenfield sites that contribute towards 
the diversity and distinctiveness of 
landscape. 

 

Economic 
EC1. Enhance Trafford’s 
high performance and 
sustainable economy to 
provide a powerful 
contribution to regional 
growth 

+ + + High GM Wide Long term Housing 
programme 
provides jobs in 
the construction 
industry 

Provision of high quality residential 
developments can ensure that the 
Borough attracts a suitable workforce, 
which is vital for the ongoing 
competitiveness of businesses. In 
addition, the policy would support 
employment opportunities in the 
construction sector.  

 

EC2. Reducing disparities 
by releasing the potential of 
all residents particularly in 
areas of disadvantage 

0 0 0 Medium N/A N/A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

EC3. Enhance Trafford’s 
image as a business and 
tourism destination 

0 0 0 Medium N/A N/A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  
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EC4. Encourage the long 
term sustainability of 
Trafford’s Town Centres 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term  The policy encourages high-density 
development in sustainable locations 
such as town centres. This should 
have a positive impact on their vitality 
and viability. 

 

EC5. Improve the social 
and environmental 
performance of the 
economy 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

Sustainability Summary Policy L1 Land for New Homes has the potential to deliver a range of significant sustainability benefits.  The key ones relate to a better balance and mix in the housing 
market, improving accessibility for all to services and facilities, enhancing transport infrastructure; improving accessibility and quality of life to all communities and reducing 
poverty and exclusion.  Other high scoring objectives are protecting and improving local neighbourhood quality and also protecting and enhancing the diversity and 
distinctiveness of landscape, townscape character and cultural facilities. 
 
The strength of this policy relates to its prioritisation of sustainable locations and derelict, vacant and underused land and the requirement for infrastructure contributions in 
less accessible locations.  Key mitigation actions relate to conservation surveys on re-vegetated sites before development takes place. Other policies in the Core Strategy 
will ensure that this takes place. This will address the uncertain impact of this policy on the open space, biodiversity, flora and fauna objective.  
 
The amendments made to the Policy would not have any substantial impact on its performance against the sustainability objectives. 

 

Key for effects 
++ major positive; + minor positive; 0 neutral; – minor negative; – – major negative; ? uncertain 
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L3: Regeneration and Reducing Inequalities 
 Timescale Nature of Effect  

SA Objective 0 – 5 
years 

5 – 
10 

years 

10+ 
years 

Certainty Scale Permanence Secondary, 
cumulative, 
synergistic 

Comments Mitigation 

Social 
S1. Achieving a better 
balance and mix in the 
housing market 

+ + + + + + High Regener
ation 

priority 
areas 

Long term Quality of life and 
opportunity 

The policy proposes the provision of a 
significant number of residential units 
in Old Trafford and Partington. It also 
encourages developments which 
improve the quality and range 
(including affordability and type) of the 
housing stock in all of Trafford’s 
regeneration areas. 

 

S2. Improve accessibility for 
all to services and facilities 

+ + + + + + High Regener
ation 

priority 
areas 

Long term Quality of life and 
opportunity 

Policy seeks to ensure that residents 
in regeneration priority areas have 
good access to cultural, community, 
education and training facilities. It also 
seeks to secure improvements to the 
existing neighbourhood centres in 
Partington and Sale West and 
promotes small-scale retail facilities to 
meet local needs in Old Trafford. 

 

S3. Enhance transport 
infrastructure; improve 
accessibility and quality of 
life to all communities. 

+ + + High Regener
ation 

priority 
areas 

Long term Quality of life and 
opportunity 

Policy refers to the need to improve 
access to sources of employment, 
such as Trafford Park, Carrington, 
town centres and the Regional Centre, 
from these neighbourhoods. In relation 
to Partington, it also specifies that 
significant measures will be required to 
improve public transport accessibility 
and usage in the area. 

Specify that access to these 
sources of employment by ‘a 
choice of means of transport’ 
needs to be improved. 
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S4. Reduce crime, disorder 
and the fear of crime 

+ + + Medium Regener
ation 

priority 
areas 

Long term Improved 
perceptions of the 
area 

The policy encourages developments 
that maximise opportunities to reduce 
crime and enhance community safety. 

 

S5. Reduce poverty and 
social exclusion 

+ + + High Regener
ation 

priority 
areas 

Long term Quality of life and 
opportunity 

Policy L3 requires improvements to 
access to sources of employment, 
such as Trafford Park, Carrington, 
town centres and the Regional Centre. 
In addition, it promotes development 
that would improve access to 
education, training and advice centres. 

 

S6. Encourage a sense of 
community identity and 
welfare and value diversity, 
improve equity and equality 
of opportunity 

+ + + High Regener
ation 

priority 
areas 

Long term Quality of life and 
opportunity 

Policy seeks to ensure that residents 
in regeneration priority areas have 
good access to cultural and community 
facilities. 

 

S7. Improve qualifications 
and skills of the resident 
population 

+ + + Medium Regener
ation 

priority 
areas 

Long term Quality of life and 
opportunity. 

The policy encourages developments 
in regeneration priority areas that 
would improve access to education, 
training and advice centres to/from 
these neighbourhoods. 

 

S8. Improve the health and, 
inequalities in health of the 
population 

+ + + Low Regener
ation 

priority 
areas 

Long term  The policy promotes developments 
that encourage healthier lifestyle 
choices for the communities within 
these neighbourhoods. Specific 
reference is made to improving 
recreational opportunities in Partington 
through the provision of a ‘green loop’. 
However, no direct reference is made 
to increasing the provision of open 
space in Old Trafford despite the fact 
that the area was deemed to have a 
very deficient supply of open space in 
the Trafford Green and Open Spaces 
study. 

Consider promoting the 
provision of new open space 
in the Old Trafford 
regeneration priority area. 
However, Policy R5 in the 
Core Strategy should 
address deficiency in the 
quality and quantity of open 
space provision. 
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S9. Protect and improve 
local neighbourhood quality 

+ + + + + + High Regener
ation 

priority 
areas 

Long term Improved 
perceptions of the 
area. 

The policy requires developments in 
regeneration priority areas to secure 
improvements to the local environment 
and specifically refers to securing 
public realm improvements in Sale 
West and Partington. 

 

Environment 
E1. Reduce the effect of 
traffic on the environment 

? ? ? Low Borough 
wide 

Long term Potential 
secondary effects 
on congestion, air 
quality and carbon 
emissions. 

The policy seeks to enhance public 
transport provision in Partington and 
improve access to employment areas 
from the other regeneration priority 
areas. However, it is not specified in 
what ways access will be improved. 

Specify that access to these 
areas by ‘a choice of means 
of transport’ needs to be 
improved. 

E2. Protect, enhance and 
restore open space, 
biodiversity, flora and fauna, 
geological and geo-
morphological features 

? ? ? Low Local Long term  Difficult to assess impact of releasing 
greenfield land in Partington due to 
uncertainty about the ecological value 
of these sites. Specific reference is 
made to the provision of a ‘green loop’ 
in Partington. However, no direct 
reference is made to increasing the 
provision of open space in Old Trafford 
despite the identified deficiencies in 
open space supply in Old Trafford. 

Undertake studies of 
ecological value of the site. 
 
Other policies in the Core 
Strategy will ensure that 
areas of high biodiversity, 
landscape and open space 
value are protected and 
enhanced as part of 
development. 

E3. Reduce contributions to 
climate change 

+ + + Low National Long term  Proposals will lead to new housing 
developments built to higher 
environmental standards. The policy 
also seeks to enhance public transport 
provision in Partington and improve 
access to employment areas from the 
other Regeneration Priority Areas. 
However, it is not specified in what 
ways access will be improved. 

Specify that access to these 
areas by ‘a choice of means 
of transport’ needs to be 
improved. 
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E4. Reduce impact of 
climate change 

- - - - Medium Local Long term Cumulative impact 
of developments 
adjacent to the 
Ship Canal could 
exacerbate flood 
risk 

 Sections of all three regeneration 
priority areas are susceptible to 
surface water flooding. Whilst the 
Level 2 SFRA demonstrated that both 
Old Trafford and Sale West are at a 
low risk of flooding, 3% of Partington 
regeneration area falls within Flood 
Zone 3 and 10% within Flood Zone 2. 
This flood risk is particularly notable in 
the Partington Canalside area 
identified for residential development, 
with 17% of this area falling within 
Flood Zone 3 and 60% in Flood Zone 
2. 

Trafford Council’s Flood Risk 
Sequential Test report 
demonstrated that the 
proposals for Partington 
pass the Sequential Test.  
 
However, the Exception Test 
concluded that it is uncertain 
whether housing would be 
safe from flood risk if it were 
located on the parts of the 
area at the highest risk of 
flooding. Consequently, to 
ensure the proposals do not 
fail the Exception Test, the 
policy should specify that the 
residential units should be 
located outside of the areas 
at highest risk of flooding. 

E5. Reduce the 
environmental impacts of 
consumption and 
production 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects  

E6. Conserve land 
resources and reduce land 
contamination 

? ? ? Low Regener
ation 

priority 
areas 

Long term  The proposals for the Regeneration 
Priority Areas will result in the 
redevelopment of previously 
developed sites. However, it would 
also result in the loss of a substantial 
greenfield site in Partington. 

Policy already requires 
development in Partington to 
be built to an appropriate 
density which should 
minimise the need to release 
greenfield sites in the future. 

E7. Protect and improve 
water quality 

? ? ? Low Local Long term Negative impact 
on biodiversity 
interest in the 
Manchester Ship 
Canal 

A significant amount of development 
would be directed to a canalside area 
in Partington. Surface water run-off 
from this site will have the potential to 
adversely affect water quality unless 
adequate mitigation measures are 
adopted. 

Other Core Strategy policies 
will ensure appropriate 
measures are taken to 
reduce surface water runoff 
into watercourses and 
minimise the risk of flooding 
from sewers. 
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E8. Protect and improve air 
quality 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

E9. Protect and enhance 
the diversity and 
distinctiveness of landscape 
and townscape character 
and cultural facilities 

+ + + High Regener
ation 

priority 
areas 

Long term Improved 
perceptions of the 
area 

The policy requires developments in 
regeneration priority areas to secure 
improvements to the local environment 
and improve the design of the area’s 
housing stock. 

 

Economic 
EC1. Enhance Trafford’s 
high performance and 
sustainable economy to 
provide a powerful 
contribution to regional 
growth 

+ + + + + High GM Wide Long term Housing 
programme 
provides jobs in 
the construction 
industry 

The provision of high quality residential 
environments could attract investment.  
 
Improved economic performance of 
deprived areas due to enhanced 
access to employment areas and 
training. 

 

EC2. Reducing disparities 
by releasing the potential of 
all residents particularly in 
areas of disadvantage 

+ + + High Regener
ation 

priority 
areas 

Long term Quality of life and 
opportunity 

Policy will result in Trafford’s most 
deprived neighbourhoods having 
improved access to sources of 
employment, education and, training. 

 

EC3. Enhance Trafford’s 
image as a business and 
tourism destination 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

EC4. Encourage the long 
term sustainability of 
Trafford’s Town Centres 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved vitality 
and viability of the 
town centres 

The regeneration of areas in close 
proximity to town centres could 
stimulate investment in these centres. 

 

EC5. Improve the social 
and environmental 
performance of the 
economy 

+ + + Medium Regener
ation 

priority 
areas 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The policy will improve the social 
performance of the economy by 
improving opportunities for people 
living in Trafford’s most deprived 
neighbourhoods. 
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Sustainability Summary Policy L3 Regeneration and Reducing Inequalities scores well against the sustainability objectives.  The proposals for Trafford’s Priority Regeneration Areas would have a 
major positive impact on the objectives relating to achieving a better balance and mix in the housing market; improving accessibility for all to services and facilities; 
protecting and improving local neighbourhood quality; and enhancing Trafford’s economy.  The policy would have a positive impact on a wide range of other social and 
economic objectives, including those relating to enhancing transport infrastructure and accessibility; reducing crime and disorder; reducing poverty and social exclusion; 
encouraging a sense of community identity; improving qualifications, skills and health; reducing economic disparities and encouraging the long term sustainability of 
Trafford’s town centres; and the social and environmental performance of the economy.  As a consequence, the policy would have important positive secondary effects on 
the quality of life in the Borough.   
 
The impact of the policy on a number of the environmental objectives is however less certain. The first of these is in relation to the objective of reducing the effect of traffic 
on the environment. The inclusion of Partington within this policy as a Regeneration Priority Area increases this uncertainty due to its peripheral location in the Borough.  
There is also an uncertain impact on the objectives of conserving land resources; protecting water quality; and protect and enhancing biodiversity, flora and fauna, due to 
the proposal at Partington involving the development of a greenfield site adjacent to the Manchester Ship Canal. However, this has to be balanced against the important 
regeneration benefits to Partington’s town centre and balance of housing stock.  
 
Policy L3 has the potential to have a negative effect on the objective of reducing the impact of climate change, which emanates largely from the level of flood risk 
experienced in Partington at the Partington Canalside area. Trafford Council’s Flood Risk Sequential Test report demonstrated that the proposals for Partington Canalside 
pass the Sequential Test set out in PPS25. However, the Exception Test concluded that it is uncertain whether housing would be safe from flood risk if it were located on 
the parts of the area at the highest risk of flooding. Consequently, to ensure the proposals do not fail the Exception Test, the policy should specify that the residential units 
should be located outside of the areas at highest risk of flooding.  

Key for effects 
++ major positive; + minor positive; 0 neutral; – minor negative; – – major negative; ? uncertain 
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W1: Economy 
 Timescale Nature of Effect  

SA Objective 0 – 5 
years 

5 – 
10 

years 

10+ 
years 

Certainty Scale Permanence Secondary, 
cumulative, 
synergistic 

Comments Mitigation 

Social 
S1. Achieving a better 
balance and mix in the 
housing market 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S2. Improve accessibility for 
all to services and facilities 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S3. Enhance transport 
infrastructure; improve 
accessibility and quality of 
life to all communities. 

+ + + High GM wide Long term Reduced 
congestion 
 

Policy would result in improvements to 
public transport infrastructure in 
Trafford Park. 

 

S4. Reduce crime, disorder 
and the fear of crime 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S5. Reduce poverty and 
social exclusion 

+ + + + Medium GM wide Medium term Improved quality of 
life 

The policy seeks to focus economic 
activity in a number of locations the 
majority of which are well-related to 
areas of deprivation. In addition, it 
seeks to improve the accessibility of 
these locations from surrounding areas 
by public transport. 

 

S6. Encourage a sense of 
community identity and 
welfare and value diversity, 
improve equity and equality 
of opportunity 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S7. Improve qualifications 
and skills of the resident 
population 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Medium term Improved quality of 
life 

Possibility of providing training 
opportunities as part of the new jobs 
created. 

Use of legal agreements to 
secure employment 
opportunities  
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S8. Improve the health and, 
inequalities in health of the 
population 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S9. Protect and improve 
local neighbourhood quality 

+ + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved image of 
Trafford 

By promoting economic activity in key 
locations, many of which are 
characterised by a significant 
proportion of vacant and under-used 
land, policy W1 should deliver 
significant improvements to areas in 
need of enhancement/development. In 
particular, the amendments made to 
the policy would direct a greater 
proportion of development to Pomona, 
which is a long-standing derelict site. 

 

Environment 
E1. Reduce the effect of 
traffic on the environment 

+ + + + + Medium GM wide Long term Reduced 
congestion and 
carbon emissions 
 
Improved air 
quality 

The amended policy would enable 
some B1 office development in out of 
centre locations. Nevertheless, some 
of these locations, such as Pomona, 
are accessible by public transport and 
the policy would result in 
improvements to public transport 
infrastructure in Trafford Park. 
Furthermore, employment uses 
outside of the named location would 
only be permitted where they would be 
accessible by a choice of means of 
transport. 

 

E2. Protect, enhance and 
restore open space, 
biodiversity, flora and fauna, 
geological and geo-
morphological features 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  
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E3. Reduce contributions to 
climate change 

+ + + Medium GM wide Long term Reduced 
congestion and 
improved air 
quality 

The amended policy would enable 
some B1 office development in out of 
centre locations. Nevertheless, some 
of these locations, such as Pomona, 
are accessible by public transport and 
the policy would also result in 
improvements to public transport 
infrastructure in Trafford Park. 
Furthermore, employment uses 
outside of the named location would 
only be permitted where they would be 
accessible by a choice of means of 
transport. 

 

E4. Reduce impact of 
climate change 

- - - - Medium Local Long term  The Level 2/Hybrid SFRA established 
that a number of these sites are at risk 
of flooding. In particular, a significant 
proportion of Pomona, Wharfside, 
Trafford Centre Rectangle, Trafford 
Park and Carrignton is in Flood Zones 
2 or 3. This risk of flooding is likely to 
be exacerbated by climate change. 

Trafford Council’s Flood Risk 
Sequential Test report 
demonstrated that the 
proposals for these sites 
pass the Sequential Test set 
out in PPS25. An Exceptions 
Test is unlikely to be 
needed. 
 
Policy L5 in the Core 
Strategy will ensure that 
appropriate measures are 
taken to reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

E5. Reduce the 
environmental impacts of 
consumption and 
production 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

E6. Conserve land 
resources and reduce land 
contamination 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term  The development sites prioritised by 
the policy comprise principally of 
previously developed land (PDL). The 
policy also promotes the reuse of 
derelict, vacant or under-used PDL. 
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E7. Protect and improve 
water quality 

? ? ? Low Borough 
wide 

Long term Secondary impacts 
on biodiversity 
value of 
watercourses 

Significant amounts of development 
would be directed to canalside areas 
which have the potential to adversely 
affect water quality unless adequate 
mitigation measures are adopted. 
Nevertheless, this also presents an 
opportunity to address contaminated 
sites that may be a source of 
pollutants to adjacent watercourses. 

Policy L5 in the Core 
Strategy will ensure new 
developments incorporate 
SUDs where appropriate to 
reduce surface water runoff 
into watercourses and 
reduce the risk of flooding 
from sewers. 

E8. Protect and improve air 
quality 

+ + + Medium GM wide Long term Health benefits, 
particularly for 
people who suffer 
from respiratory 
illnesses 

The amended policy would enable 
some B1 office development in out of 
centre locations. Nevertheless, some 
of these locations, such as Pomona, 
are accessible by public transport and 
the policy would also result in 
improvements to public transport 
infrastructure in Trafford Park. 
Furthermore, employment uses 
outside of the named location would 
only be permitted where they would be 
accessible by a choice of means of 
transport. 

 

E9. Protect and enhance 
the diversity and 
distinctiveness of landscape 
and townscape character 
and cultural facilities 

+ + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved image of 
Trafford 
 
Increased inward 
investment 

By seeking to focus economic activity 
on key areas which have a significant 
amount of vacant/underused land, the 
policy should deliver notable 
improvements to townscapes in need 
of enhancement.  

 

Economic 
EC1. Enhance Trafford’s 
high performance and 
sustainable economy to 
provide a powerful 
contribution to regional 
growth 

+ + + + + + High GM wide Long term Increased inward 
investment and 
employment 
opportunities 

The policy seeks to build upon the 
Borough’s economic strengths, such 
as Trafford Park and the Trafford 
Centre, in order to contribute to 
economic growth and diversify of a  
range of employment types. 
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EC2. Reducing disparities 
by releasing the potential of 
all residents particularly in 
areas of disadvantage 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Medium term Improved quality of 
life 
 
Reduced social 
exclusion and 
deprivation 

The policy seeks to focus economic 
activity in a number of key areas, the 
majority of which are well-related to 
areas of deprivation. It would also 
result in improvements to public 
transport infrastructure in Trafford Park 
and require smaller sites for 
employment development to be 
accessible by a range of alternative 
modes other than the private car. 

 

EC3. Enhance Trafford’s 
image as a business and 
tourism destination 

+ + + + + + High GM wide Long term Improved 
perceptions of the 
area 

A number of the identified key areas 
are characterised by vacant and 
under-used land. The redevelopment 
of these areas would have a positive 
impact on Trafford’s image as a 
business destination. 

 

EC4. Encourage the long 
term sustainability of 
Trafford’s Town Centres 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term  The policy identifies Trafford’s town 
centres as a priority location for 
economic development. Some B1 
office development would however be 
directed to out of centre locations 
although this is essential due to the 
shortage of suitable and available sites 
in Trafford’s town centres.  

 

EC5. Improve the social 
and environmental 
performance of the 
economy 

+ + + High GM wide Long term Improved image of 
Trafford 
 
Reduced social 
exclusion 

Focusing employment opportunities in 
accessible locations would enhance 
the social performance of the 
economy. Improvements to public 
transport in Trafford Park would 
enhance the environmental 
performance of the economy. 
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Sustainability Summary There are a number of significant sustainability benefits associated with Policy W1 Economy. The key ones relate to enhancing Trafford’s high economic performance; 
improving Trafford’s image as a business destination; improving local neighbourhood quality; and protecting and enhancing townscape character. In addition, by seeking 
to focus economic activity on a number of key locations that are well related to areas of deprivation and by requiring smaller sites for employment development to be 
accessible by a range of alternative modes other than the private car, the policy will have a major positive impact on poverty and social exclusion and some positive impact 
on economic disparities. Policy W1 could also have a positive effect on the skills of the resident population. However, in order to increase the certainty of this impact, 
reference should be made to the use of legal agreements to secure employment opportunities for local residents. 
 
Although B1 office developments would be focused in the Regional Centre and town centres, the amended policy would enable some B1 office development in out of 
centre locations. Nevertheless, some of these out of centre locations, such as Pomona, are accessible by public transport and a strong emphasis is placed on ensuring 
that new employment development is located where it will be accessible by a range of alternative modes other than the private car. Another key objective of the policy is to 
improve public transport infrastructure in Trafford Park. The amended Policy W1 should therefore still have a positive impact on reducing the effect of traffic on the 
environment; reducing contributions to climate change; improving air quality; and improving the environmental performance of the economy. 
 
A number of the proposed locations for economic development are adjacent to the Manchester Ship Canal and/or Bridgewater Canal. Consequently, there is a degree of 
uncertainty over the impact of the proposals on water quality. However, other policies in the Core Strategy should ensure that new developments incorporate appropriate 
measures to reduce surface water runoff into watercourses and reduce the risk of flooding from sewers. As such, no mitigation measures are proposed. 
 
Policy W1 seeks to focus employment uses in a number of locations, several of which are known to be at risk of flooding, including Pomona, Wharfside, Trafford Centre 
Rectangle, Trafford Park and Carrington. As a result, the policy is likely to have a negative impact on the objective of reducing the impact of climate change. Nevertheless, 
Trafford Council’s Flood Risk Sequential Test report (2010) has demonstrated that the proposals for these areas pass the Sequential Test set out in PPS25 and an 
Exceptions Test is unlikely to be required. Furthermore, other policies in the Core Strategy will ensure that appropriate measures are taken to reduce the risk of flooding. 
As a result, no mitigation measures are proposed.  

Key for effects 
++ major positive; + minor positive; 0 neutral; – minor negative; – – major negative; ? uncertain 
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W2: Town Centres and Retail 
 Timescale Nature of Effect  

SA Objective 0 – 5 
years 

5 – 
10 

years 

10+ 
years 

Certainty Scale Permanence Secondary, 
cumulative, 
synergistic 

Comments Mitigation 

Social 
S1. Achieving a better 
balance and mix in the 
housing market 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Positive impact on 
the vitality and 
viability of the town 
centres 

The policy states that development in 
Altrincham, Sale and Stretford will 
include residential accommodation 
and, in relation to Altrincham, it is 
affirmed that this provision will include 
a mix of sizes and tenures. 
Accordingly, the policy will make a 
contribution to Trafford’s housing mix. 

 

S2. Improve accessibility for 
all to services and facilities 

+ + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The policy puts a strong emphasis 
upon locating new services and 
facilities in town centres, which are the 
Borough’s most accessible locations. 
In addition, it also seeks to secure 
improvements to pedestrian routes 
and the public transport interchange in 
Altrincham. Consequently, policy W2 
should help to improve accessibility for 
all to services and facilities. 

 

S3. Enhance transport 
infrastructure; improve 
accessibility and quality of 
life to all communities. 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The policy puts a strong emphasis 
upon locating new services and 
facilities in town centres, which are the 
Borough’s most accessible locations. 
In addition, it seeks to secure 
improvements to the public transport 
interchange in Altrincham. The policy 
should therefore have a positive 
impact on accessibility and Trafford’s 
transport infrastructure. 
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S4. Reduce crime, disorder 
and the fear of crime 

+ + + Low Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved image 
for Trafford’s town 
centres. 

The diversification of the Borough’s 
town centres would stimulate activity 
and increase the usage of the centres 
outside of shop hours, increasing  
natural surveillance and thereby 
helping to reduce incidents of crime. 

Policy L7 in the Core 
Strategy will ensure that new 
development is designed to 
minimise opportunities for 
crime. 

S5. Reduce poverty and 
social exclusion 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life and reduced 
levels of 
deprivation 

The policy will lead to the creation of a 
range of employment opportunities in 
highly accessible locations. This 
should have a positive impact on 
reducing poverty and social exclusion. 

 

S6. Encourage a sense of 
community identity and 
welfare and value diversity, 
improve equity and equality 
of opportunity 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S7. Improve qualifications 
and skills of the resident 
population 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S8. Improve the health and, 
inequalities in health of the 
population 

+ + + Low Local Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The policy seeks to deliver a new 
and/or improved hospital facility in 
Altrincham town centre and is likely to 
promote walking through a number of 
proposed improvements to the public 
realm and pedestrian routes in 
Trafford’s town centres. 

 

S9. Protect and improve 
local neighbourhood quality 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved image of 
the Borough 

The policy promotes the reuse of 
presently underused sites in Trafford’s 
town centres, such as the Altair site in 
Altrincham and Essoldo building in 
Stretford. It also seeks to secure public 
realm enhancements in Trafford’s town 
centres and secure high quality design 
in new development in the Borough’s 
local centres.  

Policy L7 in the Core 
Strategy will ensure that high 
standards of design are 
achieved in new 
development. 
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Environment 
E1. Reduce the effect of 
traffic on the environment 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved air 
quality 
 
Reduction in 
contributions to 
climate change 

Directing services, facilities and 
employment opportunities to town 
centres that are accessible by public 
transport should reduce the need to 
travel by car. In addition, the proposed 
improvements to the public transport 
interchange in Altrincham could also 
increase public transport usage.   

 

E2. Protect, enhance and 
restore open space, 
biodiversity, flora and fauna, 
geological and geo-
morphological features 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

E3. Reduce contributions to 
climate change 

+ + + Low National Long term Improved air 
quality 
 
Reduced 
congestion which 
may have a 
positive impact on 
business 
competitiveness 

Directing services, facilities and 
employment opportunities to town 
centres that are accessible by public 
transport should reduce the need to 
travel by car. The provision of a mix of 
uses in these centres should also 
facilltate the undertaking of ‘linked 
trips’ and the proposed improvements 
to the public transport interchange in 
Altrincham could also increase public 
transport usage.   

 

E4. Reduce impact of 
climate change 

? ? ? Medium Local Long term  The Level 2 SFRA has demonstrated 
that sections of Trafford’s town centres 
may be susceptible to surface water 
flooding.  

Core Strategy policy L5 will 
ensure that appropriate 
measures are taken to 
reduce the risk of surface 
water flooding. 

E5. Reduce the 
environmental impacts of 
consumption and 
production 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  



Trafford Core Strategy: Sustainability Appraisal Report Appendices – March 2010 
 

64 

E6. Conserve land 
resources and reduce land 
contamination 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved image of 
the Borough 

Trafford’s town centres comprise 
predominantly of previously developed 
land. Directing development to these 
areas should therefore reduce the 
need to release greenfield sites. 

 

E7. Protect and improve 
water quality 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

E8. Protect and improve air 
quality 

+ + + Low National Long term Improved quality of 
life, particularly for 
those suffering 
from respiratory 
illnesses. 

The policy is likely to encourage the 
use of public transport as an 
alternative to travel by car. This may 
have a positive impact on air quality. 

 

E9. Protect and enhance 
the diversity and 
distinctiveness of landscape 
and townscape character 
and cultural facilities 

+ + + + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved image of 
the Borough 

Investment in the Borough’s town 
centres offers the opportunity to 
enhance their townscape character. 
The policy also emphasises the need 
to respect and enhance the character 
and setting of the Conservation Areas 
and historic buildings in Altrincham 
and emphasises the need to preserve 
and enhance historic buildings in other 
local centres. 

 

Economic 
EC1. Enhance Trafford’s 
high performance and 
sustainable economy to 
provide a powerful 
contribution to regional 
growth 

+ + + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Reduced 
deprivation and 
improved image of 
the Borough. 

Trafford’s town centres are key drivers 
in Trafford’s economic prosperity. 
Directing investment to these areas 
can create additional employment 
opportunities and help attract skilled 
workers to the Borough. 

 

EC2. Reducing disparities 
by releasing the potential of 
all residents particularly in 
areas of disadvantage 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The policy will lead to the creation of a 
range of employment opportunities in 
highly accessible locations. This 
should have a positive impact on 
reducing economic disparities. 
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EC3. Enhance Trafford’s 
image as a business and 
tourism destination 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Provision of 
additional 
employment 
opportunities 
associated with 
visitor spend 

The policy promotes the provision of a 
variety of business, leisure and tourism 
uses in the Borough’s town centres. 

 

EC4. Encourage the long 
term sustainability of 
Trafford’s Town Centres 

+ + + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved 
perceptions of the 
areas 

The policy seeks to direct retail, 
leisure, cultural and office 
development to town centres and 
contains a strong presumption against 
out of centre developments of town-
centre type uses. This will have a 
positive impact on the long-term 
sustainability of Trafford’s town 
centres. 

 

EC5. Improve the social 
and environmental 
performance of the 
economy 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

Sustainability Summary Policy W2 Town Centres and Retail has the potential to deliver a number of significant sustainability benefits.  The key ones relate to enhancing Trafford’s high economic 
performance; improving accessibility for all to services; and encouraging the long-term sustainability of the Borough’s town centres. However, the amendments made to 
the policy place a stronger emphasis on public realm enhancements in Trafford’s town centres and stresses the importance of respecting and enhancing the character and 
setting of the Conservation Areas and historic buildings in Altrincham and historic buildings in other local centres. As a result of these alterations, it is considered that the 
policy is particularly compatible with the objective of protecting and enhancing the diversity and distinctiveness of townscape character. 
 
By encouraging the provision of a range of employment opportunities, services and facilities in highly accessible locations, Policy W2 should also have a positive impact 
on the objectives relating to reducing the effect of traffic on the environment; poverty and social exclusion; air quality; mitigating climate change; and reducing economic 
disparities. Other high scoring objectives relate to protecting and improving neighbourhood quality; reducing crime and fear of crime; conserving land resources; and 
enhancing Trafford’s image as a business destination. The addition of a new and/or improved hospital facility to the list of proposed development in Altrincham town centre 
and the inclusion of a reference to the promotion of pedestrian links means that the revised policy has the potential to have a positive impact on the objective of improving 
health and reducing inequalities in health. However, it is acknowledged that there is only limited certainty about this relationship. 
 
There are no negative effects on the sustainability objectives and no mitigation is proposed. However, the Level 2 SFRA demonstrated that sections of Trafford’s town 
centres are susceptible to surface water flooding. The relationship between the policy and the objective of reducing the impacts of climate change is therefore considered 
to be uncertain. Nevertheless, it is noted that there are other policies in the Core Strategy which will ensure that appropriate measures are taken to reduce the risk of 
surface water flooding. 
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R3: Green Infrastructure 
 Timescale Nature of Effect  

SA Objective 0 – 5 
years 

5 – 
10 

years 

10+ 
years 

Certainty Scale Permanence Secondary, 
cumulative, 
synergistic 

Comments Mitigation 

Social 
S1. Achieving a better 
balance and mix in the 
housing market 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S2. Improve accessibility for 
all to services and facilities 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S3. Enhance transport 
infrastructure; improve 
accessibility and quality of 
life to all communities. 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Positive secondary 
effects for health 
and well being 

The policy pledges to develop a 
network of public rights of way 
including cycle-ways, footpaths and 
bridleways. It also seeks to develop a 
network of Green Infrastructure (GI) 
that will create appropriate access for 
a wide range of users to enjoy the 
countryside. 

 

S4. Reduce crime, disorder 
and the fear of crime 

+ + + High Local Long term  Stretford Meadows is identified as a 
significant GI opportunity. This site is 
currently used informally by the public. 
However, access is through broken 
fencing and is not encouraged. The 
site also contains areas of visible 
rubble. Consequently, there are 
concerns regarding potential accidents 
from illegal use of the site. The 
creation of a woodland recreation area 
would help to mitigate these current 
concerns.  
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S5. Reduce poverty and 
social exclusion 

0 + + Medium Local Long term Positive impact on 
the property values 
of nearby housing. 

The Stretford Meadows site is located 
in close proximity to a number of high 
deprivation housing areas. The 
provision of a high quality, accessible 
open space at Stretford Meadows 
could therefore potentially contribute to 
the regeneration of these areas by 
making them more desirable locations 
to live. 

Develop high quality 
pedestrian links from 
neighbouring estates to the 
Stretford Meadows site. 

S6. Encourage a sense of 
community identity and 
welfare and value diversity, 
improve equity and equality 
of opportunity 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term  Green infrastructure can contribute to 
an area’s image, sense of place and 
local distinctiveness.  

 

S7. Improve qualifications 
and skills of the resident 
population 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S8. Improve the health and, 
inequalities in health of the 
population 

+ + + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The policy pledges to develop a 
network of high quality multi-functional 
GI which will include cycle-ways, 
footpaths; Country Parks; strategically 
significant green-spaces; and open 
and amenity space, children’s play 
space, playing fields, urban parks and 
allotments. These features all offer 
recreational opportunities that can 
deliver improvements to the health of 
the population. The policy states that 
the GI network will also comprise 
street trees and areas of woodland 
that can help tackle air pollution and 
thereby result in health benefits for 
those who suffer from respiratory 
illnesses. 
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S9. Protect and improve 
local neighbourhood quality 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The policy will lead to the protection 
and enhancement of features that 
contribute to the image, sense of place 
and distinctiveness of local 
neighbourhoods. 

 

Environment 
E1. Reduce the effect of 
traffic on the environment 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Positive secondary 
effects for health 
and well being 
 
Improved air 
quality 

The policy pledges to develop a 
network of public rights of way 
including cycle-ways, footpaths and 
bridleways and other recreational 
routes. This should increase the 
attractiveness of walking and cycling 
as an alternative to car-use. 

 

E2. Protect, enhance and 
restore open space, 
biodiversity, flora and fauna, 
geological and geo-
morphological features 

+ + + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved 
perceptions of 
Trafford 

A key aim of the policy is to protect 
and enhance areas of open space, 
existing and potential sites of nature 
conservation interest and corridors and 
linear features, such as hedgerows, 
ditches and verges. It seeks to create 
new wildlife habitats as recommended 
in the GM Ecological Framework and 
incorporate features into new 
development which support 
biodiversity, such as green roofs. 

 

E3. Reduce contributions to 
climate change 

+ + + + Medium National Long term Positive secondary 
effects for health 
and well being 
 
Improved air 
quality 

The policy pledges to develop a 
network of public rights of way 
including cycle-ways, footpaths and 
bridleways. This should increase the 
attractiveness of walking and cycling 
and reduce car-use. It also seeks to 
increase tree planting and deliver 
woodland at Stretford Meadows, which 
should help remove carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere. 
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E4. Reduce impact of 
climate change 

+ + + + + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term  The Policy seeks to develop a GI 
network that will provide enhanced 
flood risk management through water 
storage or run-off protection. The 
network will also control summer 
temperatures through the provision of 
shade and provide additional habitat 
for species. 

 

E5. Reduce the 
environmental impacts of 
consumption and 
production 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

E6. Conserve land 
resources and reduce land 
contamination 

+ + + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved health 
and well-being 
 
Enhanced image 
of the borough. 

A key aim of the policy is to protect 
and enhance areas of open space and 
the natural environment. It also 
promotes the restoration of a former 
landfill site to provide a strategic GI 
area at Stretford Meadows. 

 

E7. Protect and improve 
water quality 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Positive impact on 
biodiversity 

The policy promotes water storage and 
run-off protection through measures 
such as SUDs. Other aspects of the GI 
network, such as green roofs, green 
spaces and street trees, should also 
reduce surface water run-off. 
Collectively these measures will 
therefore result in positive benefits for 
water quality by reducing the likelihood 
of pollutants being washed into 
receiving water bodies. 
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E8. Protect and improve air 
quality 

+ + + Medium Local Long term Health benefits, 
particularly for 
people who suffer 
from respiratory 
illnesses 

The policy identifies street trees as 
part of the GI network and promotes 
the green roofs, green walls and 
additional tree planting. In addition, it 
promotes the development of Stretford 
Meadows as a 50 ha area of informal 
woodland. These aspects of the policy 
will have a major positive effect on air 
quality by removing pollutants arising 
from human activity. 

 

E9. Protect and enhance 
the diversity and 
distinctiveness of landscape 
and townscape character 
and cultural facilities 

+ + + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved 
perceptions of 
Trafford 

A key purpose of the policy is to 
protect and enhance natural spaces 
which contribute to the diversity and 
distinctiveness of landscape character. 

 

Economic 
EC1. Enhance Trafford’s 
high performance and 
sustainable economy to 
provide a powerful 
contribution to regional 
growth 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Provision of 
additional 
employment 
opportunities 
associated with 
visitor spend 

The development of an integrated 
network of green infrastructure can 
add attractiveness to the Borough and 
encourage potential investors. 
 
The maintenance of the GI network 
could create employment opportunities 

 

EC2. Reducing disparities 
by releasing the potential of 
all residents particularly in 
areas of disadvantage 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

EC3. Enhance Trafford’s 
image as a business and 
tourism destination 

+ + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Provision of 
additional 
employment 
opportunities 
associated with 
visitor spend 

The development of an integrated 
network of green infrastructure can 
add attractiveness to the Borough and 
encourage investment. The policy also 
pledges to develop a GI network that 
contributes to tourist development 
through the enhancement of existing, 
and provision of new facilities. 
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EC4. Encourage the long 
term sustainability of 
Trafford’s Town Centres 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

EC5. Improve the social 
and environmental 
performance of the 
economy 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

Sustainability Summary Policy R3 Green Infrastructure will have a significant positive impact on a number of sustainability objectives. These, as can be expected, relate primarily to the 
environment. The development of a high quality and multi-functional GI network would have a major positive impact on protecting, enhancing and restoring open space, 
biodiversity, flora and fauna, geological and geo-morphological features; protecting and enhancing landscape character; and conserving land resources and reducing land 
contamination. In addition, it is anticipated that the policy will have a major positive effect on adaptation to climate change by providing wildlife habitats and reducing the 
risk of flooding. 
 
The alterations made to the policy generally strengthen its performance against the SA objectives. For instance, the emphasis now placed on developing a GI network that 
contributes to tourist development should ensure that the amended policy has a major positive impact on the objective of enhancing Trafford’s image as a tourism 
destination. Furthermore, the inclusion of Stretford Meadows as a significant GI opportunity should ensure that the policy has a major positive effect on reducing 
contributions to climate change and some positive impact on the objectives of reducing poverty and social exclusion and reducing crime, disorder and the fear of crime. 
 
Policy R3 will have a positive impact on most of the other environmental sustainability objectives. It will contribute towards the social objectives of improving local 
neighbourhood quality; improving health; increasing accessibility and encouraging a sense of community identity. The development of an integrated network of green 
infrastructure will also have a positive impact on the economic objective of enhancing Trafford’s high economic performance by improving the attractiveness to the 
Borough and encouraging potential investors. 
 
There are no uncertain or negative effects on the sustainability objectives and no mitigation is proposed. 

 
Key for effects 

++ major positive; + minor positive; 0 neutral; – minor negative; – – major negative; ? uncertain 
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R4: Green Belt and Other Protected Open Land 
 Timescale Nature of Effect  

SA Objective 0 – 5 
years 

5 – 
10 

years 

10+ 
years 

Certainty Scale Permanence Secondary, 
cumulative, 
synergistic 

Comments Mitigation 

Social 
S1. Achieving a better 
balance and mix in the 
housing market 

+ + + Low Borough 
wide 

Long term Enhances the 
vitality and viability 
of town centres 

Controlling development in the Green 
Belt can restrict the supply of housing. 
However, it assists in regeneration by 
enabling investment to be focused on 
urban areas. In addition, the policy 
seeks to protect land in Warburton 
from all but essential development to 
ensure that this site can make the 
maximum potential contribution to 
housing needs beyond the Plan 
period. 

 

S2. Improve accessibility for 
all to services and facilities 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S3. Enhance transport 
infrastructure; improve 
accessibility and quality of 
life to all communities. 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S4. Reduce crime, disorder 
and the fear of crime 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S5. Reduce poverty and 
social exclusion 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S6. Encourage a sense of 
community identity and 
welfare and value diversity, 
improve equity and equality 
of opportunity 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  
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S7. Improve qualifications 
and skills of the resident 
population 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S8. Improve the health and, 
inequalities in health of the 
population 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The policy will lead to the protection of 
areas, such as Timperley Wedge, 
which provide important areas for 
recreation. 

 

S9. Protect and improve 
local neighbourhood quality 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term  Policy affords protection to areas of 
open land that contributes to the image 
of the Borough and provide a sense of 
place and local distinctiveness. 

 

Environment 
E1. Reduce the effect of 
traffic on the environment 

+ + + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved air 
quality 

The policy will lead to the restriction of 
urban sprawl which can lead to 
unsustainable patterns of travel.  

 

E2. Protect, enhance and 
restore open space, 
biodiversity, flora and fauna, 
geological and geo-
morphological features 

+ + + + + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term  A key aim of policy is to provide lasting 
protection to areas of open land. 
However, not all land in the Green Belt 
has ecological value. 

Improve habitat of Green 
Belt. This will be secured by 
other policies in the Core 
Strategy. 

E3. Reduce contributions to 
climate change 

+ + + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved air 
quality 

The policy will lead to the restriction of 
urban sprawl which can lead to 
unsustainable patterns of travel.  

 

E4. Reduce impact of 
climate change 

0 0 0 Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term  Unlikely to have a significant impact.  

E5. Reduce the 
environmental impacts of 
consumption and 
production 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  
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E6. Conserve land 
resources and reduce land 
contamination 

+ + + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term  A key aim of policy is to conserve land 
resources by providing lasting 
protection to areas of open land. In 
addition, it will result in investment 
being focused on urban areas, which 
should increase the likelihood of 
contaminated land being remediated. 

 

E7. Protect and improve 
water quality 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

E8. Protect and improve air 
quality 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

E9. Protect and enhance 
the diversity and 
distinctiveness of landscape 
and townscape character 
and cultural facilities 

+ + + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term  The policy will provide long-term 
protection against development that 
would have a detrimental impact on 
the diversity and distinctiveness of 
landscapes in the Green Belt, 
including land at Davenport Green. In 
addition, it would preserve the setting 
and special character of a number of 
conservation areas in Trafford, 
including Dunham Town, Dunham 
Woodhouses and Warburton. 
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Economic 
EC1. Enhance Trafford’s 
high performance and 
sustainable economy to 
provide a powerful 
contribution to regional 
growth 

+ + + Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term  The maintenance of a Green Belt can 
restrict economic development 
opportunities but can also provide a 
high quality environment that attracts 
skilled workers to Trafford. The policy 
would also protect existing agricultural 
land as an important resource for the 
local economy and protect land to the 
South of Shell, Carrington, from all but 
essential development to ensure the 
site can make the maximum potential 
contribution to economic development 
needs beyond the Plan period. 

 

EC2. Reducing disparities 
by releasing the potential of 
all residents particularly in 
areas of disadvantage 

+ + + Low Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

By controlling development pressures 
and preventing urban sprawl there is 
likely to be more investment in urban 
areas, including those in need of 
regeneration. This will have a positive 
impact on disparities in the Borough. 

 

EC3. Enhance Trafford’s 
image as a business and 
tourism destination 

? ? ? Low Borough 
wide 

Long term  The maintenance of a Green Belt 
provides a high quality environment 
that can attract skilled workers to the 
areas. Nevertheless, it can also restrict 
economic development opportunities. 

 

EC4. Encourage the long 
term sustainability of 
Trafford’s Town Centres 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

EC5. Improve the social 
and environmental 
performance of the 
economy 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  
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Sustainability Summary The amended policy R4 Green Belt and Other Protected Open Land is another policy that scores well against the sustainability objectives. The key potential benefits of the 
policy relate to reducing the effect of traffic on the environment; protecting, enhancing and restoring open space; reducing contributions to climate change; and conserving 
land resources. In addition, by providing long-term protection against development that would have a detrimental impact on landscapes in the Green Belt and by 
preserving the setting and special character of a number of conservation areas in Trafford, including those at Dunham Town, Dunham Woodhouses and Warburton, the 
policy would also have a major positive effect on the objective of protecting the diversity and distinctiveness of landscape and townscape character. 
 
The policy will have a positive impact on health and local neighbourhood quality by affording protection to open spaces that provide important areas for recreation, such as 
Timperley Wedge. It will also afford protection to areas of open land that contribute to image of the Borough and will thereby help protect local neighbourhood quality. 
However, although the policy will restrict housing supply and economic development opportunities, it will also provide a high quality environment that attracts skilled 
workers to the Borough and assist in urban regeneration by enabling investment to be focused on key regeneration areas. Furthermore, the policy provides protection 
to land that is not included in the Green Belt in Warburton (south of Partington) and to the south of Shell, Carrington, to ensure this land makes the maximum potential 
contribution to housing and economic development needs beyond the Plan period”  
 
The policy would however have an uncertain impact on the Borough’s reputation as a business destination. This is due to the fact that it would restrict economic 
development opportunities. Nevertheless, it must also be recognised that the maintenance of the Green Belt would also have a positive impact on this objective by 
providing a high quality environment that can attract skilled workers to the Borough. Accordingly, no mitigation measures are proposed. 

 

Key for effects 
++ major positive; + minor positive; 0 neutral; – minor negative; – – major negative; ? uncertain 
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R6: Culture and Tourism 
 Timescale Nature of Effect  

SA Objective 0 – 5 
years 

5 – 
10 

years 

10+ 
years 

Certainty Scale Permanence Secondary, 
cumulative, 
synergistic 

Comments Mitigation 

Social 
S1. Achieving a better 
balance and mix in the 
housing market 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S2. Improve accessibility for 
all to services and facilities 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S3. Enhance transport 
infrastructure; improve 
accessibility and quality of 
life to all communities. 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S4. Reduce crime, disorder 
and the fear of crime 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S5. Reduce poverty and 
social exclusion 

+ + + Low Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The policy will lead to the creation of a 
range of employment opportunities, 
which would be directed principally to 
locations that are accessible and/or 
well-related to areas of deprivation, 
such as LCCC, the Regional Centre, 
Trafford’s town centres and priority 
regeneration areas. 

 

S6. Encourage a sense of 
community identity and 
welfare and value diversity, 
improve equity and equality 
of opportunity 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S7. Improve qualifications 
and skills of the resident 
population 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  
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S8. Improve the health and, 
inequalities in health of the 
population 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

S9. Protect and improve 
local neighbourhood quality 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

Environment 
E1. Reduce the effect of 
traffic on the environment 

- - - Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Increased 
congestion 
 
Carbon dioxide 
emissions 

Developments to support tourism can 
attract large number of visitors to the 
Borough. This could generate a 
significant amount of traffic. 

Core Strategy policies L4 
and L8 will ensure that 
proposals for major visitor 
attractions secure public 
transport improvements. 

E2. Protect, enhance and 
restore open space, 
biodiversity, flora and fauna, 
geological and geo-
morphological features 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

E3. Reduce contributions to 
climate change 

- - - Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Negative impact 
on air quality 

Developments to support tourism can 
attract large number of visitors to the 
Borough. This could generate a 
significant amount of traffic. 

Core Strategy policies L4 
and L8 will ensure that 
proposals for major visitor 
attractions secure public 
transport improvements. 

E4. Reduce impact of 
climate change 

- - - - Medium Local Long term  The Level 2 SFRA demonstrated that 
a number of these areas are prone to 
surface water flooding. Furthermore, 
parts of Trafford Wharfside and 
Trafford Centre Rectangle are 
susceptible to flooding from adjacent 
watercourses.  

Core Strategy policy L5 will 
ensure appropriate 
measures are taken to 
reduce flood risk. 
 

E5. Reduce the 
environmental impacts of 
consumption and 
production 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

E6. Conserve land 
resources and reduce land 
contamination 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  
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E7. Protect and improve 
water quality 

0 0 0 High N / A N / A  Unlikely to have any significant effects.  

E8. Protect and improve air 
quality 

- - - Medium Borough 
wide 

Long term Possible adverse 
effect on health, 
particularly on 
those who already 
suffer from 
respiratory 
diseases. 

Developments to support tourism can 
attract large number of visitors to the 
Borough. This could generate a 
significant amount of traffic. 

Core Strategy policies L4 
and L8 will ensure that 
proposals for major visitor 
attractions secure public 
transport improvements. 

E9. Protect and enhance 
the diversity and 
distinctiveness of landscape 
and townscape character 
and cultural facilities 

+ + + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved image of 
Trafford. 

The policy seeks to highlight and 
enhance the historic and cultural 
heritage of the Borough. This should 
have a positive impact on townscape 
character. 

 

Economic 
EC1. Enhance Trafford’s 
high performance and 
sustainable economy to 
provide a powerful 
contribution to regional 
growth 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term  The policy will lead to the creation of a 
number of culture and tourism 
developments that will attract visitors 
to Trafford and create a significant 
number of employment opportunities. 

 

EC2. Reducing disparities 
by releasing the potential of 
all residents particularly in 
areas of disadvantage 

+ + + Low Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved quality of 
life 

The policy will lead to the creation of a 
range of employment opportunities. 
These would be directed principally to 
locations, such as LCCC, the Regional 
Centre, Trafford’s town centres and 
priority regeneration areas, which are 
accessible and/or well-related to areas 
of deprivation.  
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EC3. Enhance Trafford’s 
image as a business and 
tourism destination 

+ + + + + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Provision of 
additional 
employment 
opportunities 
associated with 
visitor spend 

By supporting culture and tourism 
developments in several key locations 
the policy will have a major positive 
impact on the Borough’s image as a 
tourism destination. In particular, it 
would contribute to the Borough’s 
identified need for appropriate hotel 
accommodation and additional art 
galleries. 

 

EC4. Encourage the long 
term sustainability of 
Trafford’s Town Centres 

+ + + High Borough 
wide 

Long term Improved vitality 
and viability of the 
Borough’s town 
centres 

The policy identifies Trafford’s town 
centres as locations where the Council 
will encourage and support culture and 
tourism related developments. 

 

EC5. Improve the social 
and environmental 
performance of the 
economy 

? ? ? Low Borough 
wide 

Long term  The policy will lead to the provision of 
a significant number of employment 
opportunities. Nevertheless, its impact 
on the environmental performance of 
the economy is uncertain due to the 
potential effect on traffic generation. 

Core Strategy policies L4 
and L8 will ensure that 
proposals for major visitor 
attractions secure public 
transport improvements. 
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Sustainability Summary By supporting culture and tourism developments in key locations in Trafford and promoting developments that contribute towards meeting the Borough’s identified need for 
appropriate hotel accommodation and additional art galleries, Policy R6 would have a significant positive impact on the objectives relating to the Borough’s image as a 
tourism destination and the diversity and distinctiveness of landscape and townscape character and cultural facilities. The policy would also have some positive impact on 
the objectives of enhancing Trafford’s economic performance and encouraging the long-term sustainability of Trafford’s town centres. 
 
By directing cultural and tourism development principally to locations which are accessible and/or well-related to areas of deprivation, such as LCCC, the Regional Centre, 
Trafford’s town centres and priority regeneration areas, the policy could result in the creation of a range of employment opportunities that have a positive impact on the 
objectives of reducing poverty and social exclusion and reducing disparities by releasing the potential of all residents particularly in areas of disadvantage. 
 
It is however recognised that developments to support tourism can attract large number of visitors to the Borough, which will result in an increase in vehicle movements. 
Accordingly, it is considered that the policy has the potential to have a negative impact on the objectives relating to reducing the effects of traffic on the environment; 
reducing contributions to climate change and improving air quality. Key mitigation measures will include securing public transport enhancements to major tourist attractions 
in the Borough. Although Policies L4 and L8 will ensure proposals for major visitor attractions secure public transport improvements. Improving accessibility by public 
transport would also increase the likelihood that the policy would help to meet the objective of reducing poverty and social exclusion. However, it is acknowledged that the 
potential impact of the policy on traffic generation needs to be balanced against the important economic benefits that it is likely to deliver.  
 
There is also potentially a negative impact on the objective of reducing the impact of climate change due to a number of the areas identified for culture and tourism 
development being susceptible to surface water flooding and/or flooding from watercourses. However, it is acknowledged that other policies in the Core Strategy should 
ensure that appropriate measures are taken to reduce flood risk 
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