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Trafford Matters

A word 
 from 
 Andrew

Trafford
Matters

Welcome to Trafford 
Matters, our digital 
residents magazine

Welcome to the latest 
edition of Trafford 
Matters where you 

will find lots of information 
about what is happening 
across the borough.

We’ve had a busy summer 
here in Trafford, hosting some 
world class sporting action 
which has strengthened our 
reputation as a place to stage 
international events.

The Cricket World Cup, 
Ashes Test Match and the 
prestigious Tour of Britain 
cycling event provided 
a great showcase for the 
borough as they attracted 
thousands of people, with 
millions more watching on 
television.

Making sure Trafford is a 
thriving place is one of the 
aims of our Corporate Plan 
that we launched in March and 
it sets out what we want to 
achieve in the coming years.

A report which covers the 
first three months of the plan 
has now been produced and 
you can see for yourself how 
well we have been doing. I am 
pleased with the progress we 
have made but we certainly 
won’t be resting on our 
laurels. We will continue to be 
working hard to improve the 
lives of residents and ensure 
our businesses prosper.

Redeveloping our town 
centres is a major priority so 
that’s why I was pleased to be 

there for the official opening 
of the University Academy 
92 in Stretford which has 
welcomed students for the 
first time. 

Finally, making sure the air 
we breathe is clean is vital so 
that’s why I am delighted to 
welcome the first green taxi 
in Trafford. Congratulations 
also to Lottie Luccock who 
won our school poster 
competition which aims to 
highlight the risk of ‘engine 
idling’.

You can read all about 
these two stories inside the 
magazine and I hope you 
enjoy it.

Thanks, Andrew
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Armed Forces award
Trafford Council has won 

the country’s top award 
for its work supporting 

members of the Armed 
Forces and their families.

The Ministry of Defence 
announced the Council is to 
be presented with the Armed 
Forces Covenant Gold Award 
for its Defence Employer 
Recognition Scheme.

The Covenant Gold Award is 
the highest badge of honour 
for organisations which have 
signed the Covenant and 
given outstanding support 
to the brave servicemen and 
women who have served 
their country. 

The Council gives support 
in a number of areas 
including education and 
family well-being, providing 
homes and jobs, accessing 
healthcare, education and 
financial assistance.

It has a positive culture 
towards employing former 
servicemen and women, 
as well as serving Reserves. 
All serving reserves have 10 

days’ paid leave each year to 
enable them to meet their 
armed Forces commitment, 
which is 15 days’ of 
continuous training and six 
training weekends. 

Major Phil Valentine has 
been working for Trafford 
Council since 2001 and, 
during this time, has 
also been a member of 
the Reserves. He has just 
completed his tenure as 
Regimental Second in 

Command of the Queen’s 
Own Yeomanry and is now 
serving at Manchester and 
Salford University Officer 
Training Corps, working with 
university graduates and 
students.

Major Valentine, who is 
the Environment Strategic 
Business Manager for Trafford 
Council, said that he also 
believes that organisations 
also benefit from employing 
members of the Reserves.

The council has launched a 
new Small Business Loan 
Fund to provide much-

needed help to businesses 
across the borough.

The Trafford Small Business 
Loan Fund will back new-start 
and existing SMEs by offering 
finance at an affordable rate.

Businesses are able to 

borrow between £5,000 and 
£25,000 repayable over two 
or three years at an interest 
rate of 6.2 per cent APR. The 
Fund will be managed by GC 
Business Finance (GCBF), part 
of the Growth Company.

The new fund will meet 
a real gap in the support 
available to businesses in 

the borough and shows the 
Council’s commitment to a 
thriving business base and 
growing economy. Coupled 
with the finance available 
through the Council’s Town 
Centre Business Growth 
Programme, the new fund 
puts Trafford at the forefront in 
backing its businesses.

New loan fund is a big boost to small businesses

From left: Major Phil Valentine; Diane Eaton, Trafford Council 
Corporate lead for Armed Forces; Sue Wright, Armed Forces Lead 
Officer for Trafford Council; Cllr Judith Lloyd, Trafford Council’s 
Armed Forces Champion; Major Phil Broad, Pennine Care, Trafford
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Changes to bin collections
If you live in Trafford, your 

bin collection service will 
change from Monday 14 

October to make the service 
more efficient.

The day and/or order in 
which your bins are collected 
may alter but the frequency 
of bin collections will stay 
the same. So green bins will 
continue to be collected 
every week, black and blue 
bins collected every four 
weeks and the grey bin every 
two weeks.

Look out for the 
introductory leaflet and 
information pack dropping 

through your letter box, 
including a new bin 
collection calendar and 
details of any extra bin 
collections being put in 
place to help you move to 
the new service.

If you have not received 
your information pack by 
Wednesday 25 September, 
please call 03330 035865.

To cover any gaps as we 
change to the new service, 
extra bin collections will take 
place if you need to wait a 
few days longer than normal 
to get your bins emptied.

Drop-in sessions are being 
held at libraries across 
Trafford where you can find 
out more about how the new 
service will affect you. 

Visit www.trafford.gov.uk/
bettercollections for more 
details.

One of the world’s 
leading sporting 
events came to 

Trafford recently, when 
Altrincham played host to 
the final stage of the OVO 
Energy Tour of Britain.

Some of the sport’s top 
cyclists were in the town 
as the route went from 
Altrincham to the finishing 
line on Deansgate in 
Manchester.

The final stage began 
on Stamford New Road 
before heading out to Hale 
via Victoria Road. After 
departing Trafford when 
it crossed the River Bollin, 
it then went through all of 
Greater Manchester before 

the spectacular finish.
Spectators cheered on the 

peloton which contained 
two teams from Great Britain, 
including Team Wiggins and 

the Great Britain Cycling 
Team.

The Tour of Britain brought 
to an end a top class summer 
of sport for the borough, 
which also saw Trafford play 
host to a number of matches 
in the Cricket World Cup at 
the Emirates Old Trafford.

Julie Harrington, CEO of 
British Cycling said the event, 
which setsoff from Glasgow, 
attracts ‘a staggering field of 
riders year after year’.

The field of competitors 
included Mathieu Van der 
Poel, one of the rising stars 
of the sport of cycling  
and four-time Tour de 
France stage winner Dylan 
Groenewegen.

Borough saddled up for cycle race
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If you need anything to 
do with births, deaths or 
marriages in the borough 

then Trafford Registration 
Service can help – and 
they’re very good at what 
they do.

So much so, that the 
service has been praised by 
Her Majesty’s Passport Office  
for its ‘excellent timeliness 
figures for births and still 
births, which exceed the 
national target of 98% by 
achieving 100% for both.’

The team were also 
congratulated for exceeding 
the performance targets for 
appointment availability for 
births, deaths, still births and 
notice of marriage and civil 

partnerships by achieving 
100% across all appointment 
types.  They were judged 
to be performing really 
well compared against the 

national standards.
For more information 

visit www.trafford.gov.
uk and search for ‘trafford 
registration services’

High praise for borough’s registration service

A scheme to regenerate 
Stretford town centre 
is a step closer to 

receiving millions of pounds 
worth of Government 
funding.

The Council has reached 
the second round of the 
£675m Future High Streets 
Fund (FHSF) which provides 
co-funding towards major 
projects.

The fund was launched 
by the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local 
Government in December 
and is designed to support 
and fund local areas’ plans 
to make their high streets 

and town centres fit for the 
future. 

Stretford is among 50 
centres nationally to be 
chosen to receive an initial 
payment of up to £150,000 to 
develop a full business case 
for capital investment by the 
FHSF following an Expression 
of Interest (EoI) earlier in the 
year. 

If the scheme is progressed 
further, Trafford could receive 
significant funding from FHSF 
to support the Refreshed 
Stretford Masterplan 
approved by the council last 
year to revitalise the area.

The EoI focused on the 

improvements to public 
spaces and pedestrian and 
cycle movements, as well as 
securing a long-term solution 
for the Essoldo cinema, 
Stretford Mall and plans for 
a mix-used development on 
Lacy Street. This would open 
up access to the Bridgewater 
Canal, delivery improved 
retail and food/drink facilities 
and provide new town centre 
homes, including affordable 
housing.

The council will receive 
further guidance from the 
government on the next 
steps required later this 
month. 

Bid to unlock town centre cash
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Play Street launch is a delight
The Council has launched 

the borough’s first 
ever Play Street – to 

the delight of children and 
parents.

Moreton Avenue in 
Stretford was the street 
chosen to pilot the scheme 
which allows children to play 
safely and freely outside their 
homes on a regular basis.

Around 100 children and 
parents gathered on the 
street for fun and games – 
safe in the knowledge they 
wouldn’t come to any harm 

from traffic. A play street 
is closed to traffic either 
permanently or during 
certain hours so that it can 
be used as a play area by 
local children. 

The scheme is designed 
to encourage children to 
play out to improve their 
health and wellbeing, build 
community relationships and 
reduce social isolation. 

The sessions are resident-
led and supervised by 
volunteer residents and 
people living on the street 

are consulted with before 
any Play Street scheme goes 
ahead. 

The council made a 
temporary order for traffic 
to be banned from Moreton 
Avenue when it is turned into 
a Play Street.

The trial will continue 
on the road once a month 
between now and December. 

There is a plan to pilot the 
Play Street scheme in two 
other parts of the borough 
with the hope of spreading 
the initiative to other areas.

A consultation is 
underway to tackle 
the issue of long term 

empty homes in Trafford. 
We’re asking for your views 
on plans to bring these 
properties back into use, so 
they can make a valuable 
contribution towards 

meeting the borough’s 
housing needs.

The consultation, which 
closes on Sunday, 29 
September, will be used by 
the council to formulate an 
Empty Homes Strategy, with 
a priority being to work with 
owners of long term empty 

properties to bring them 
back into use.

This will improve 
neighbourhoods by dealing 
with vacant homes that have 
become the focus of anti-
social behaviour and neglect.

The consultation is at 
https://bit.ly/2lR2gy4

Have your say on empty homes plan
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Kind-hearted 
young musicians 
took time out 

from their school 
summer holidays - to 
play to residents at a 
nursing home.

The youngsters 
from Trafford Music 
Service (TMS) 
delighted residents 
at Wyncourt Court 
Nursing Home in 
Timperley with their 
musical brilliance.

They cheered and 
applauded as the 
students treated 
them to a special 
concert featuring 
a whole host of 
instruments.

The event was 
part of a special 
project called Music 
Kindness Week 
where more than 100 
children from TMS 
perform to sectors of 
the community that 

can’t readily attend 
performances in 
concert venues.

Youngsters have 
also performed at 
The Square Shopping 
Centre in Sale Town 
Centre and Four 

Oaks Care Home in 
Partington.  

Trafford Music 
Service delivers 
thousands of musical 
instrument lessons 
in schools and 
at its base at The 
Claremont Centre 
in Sale town centre 
with highly expert 
teachers.

It also teaches 
whole class music 
instrument classes 
and offers over 40 
music ensemble 
opportunities, such 
as choirs, orchestras, 
bands, and guitar 
groups for school 
children.

A rose grown in memory 
of TV personality 
Dianne Oxberry is 

now on display at Walkden 
Gardens in Sale.

The Florida Sunset Rose 
was first exhibited in the 
Sunshine Garden at the RHS 
Tatton Show and aims to 
raise cash for the charity that 
was set up in memory of 
the popular presenter who 
died from ovarian cancer in 
January.

A total of £1 from each 
sale of the rose will go to the 
Dianne Oxberry Trust.

Meanwhile, Walkden 
Gardens has received the 
Trip Advisor Certificate of 
Excellence for recognition 

of five consecutive years of 
consistently high ratings 
from travellers.

Walkden Gardens is open 
from 9am to 4.30pm in the 
winter and 9am to 7pm in 
the summer.

Cllr Jane Baugh, Trafford 
Council’s Executive Member 
for Culture and Leisure, said:

“I hope when they see this 
rose, visitors will be inspired 
to buy them and support 
the important work carried 
out by the charity set up in 
memory of this much loved 
TV presenter.”

Rose grown to remember much-loved Dianne

Pupils on song at care home
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Keep fit – and help out others!

A new scheme aiming 
to boost fitness, fight 
loneliness, and support 

community projects is being 
funded by Trafford Council.

GoodGym, which was 
launched at St Matthew’s 
Community Hall in Stretford 
in August, combines running 
with carrying out community 
work.

The initiative, which will 
also help address social 
isolation in the over 60s, 
begins with a group run 
suitable for all abilities every 
Wednesday from St Matthews 
Community Hall. The runs 
set off at 6.30pm and include 
breaks to carry out activities 

like planting trees, painting 
community venues and 
helping out at community 
events.

As the focus will be on 
involving as many people as 
possible, there will be walking 
options for people who are 
new to running.  Each group 
run is led by GoodGym trainer 
and Trafford resident Kate 
Frain. 

As well as supporting 
community projects, runners 
can also volunteer to be 
paired up with an older 
person in the area to develop 
a new friendship. 

Runners can also volunteer 
to take part in Mission Runs. 

These mission runs are larger 
tasks and could include 
supporting people to be 
discharged from hospital by 
using GoodGym volunteers 
to deliver one off tasks 
such as moving furniture in 
someone’s home to help with 
their mobility.

Cllr Jane Slater, Executive 
Member for Health, Wellbeing 
and Inequalities, said: 
“GoodGym is a win win 
situation for all those involved 
– the runners, the community 
and for older people who are 
feeling lonely.”

 Anyone interested in joining 
GoodGym should visit www.
goodgym.org/areas/trafford

Members of the Council, including Trafford Mayor Cllr Rob Chilton, at the GoodGym launch
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Staff at Trafford Council 
and NHS Trafford Clinical 
Commissioning Group 

(CCG) have teamed up to 
raise awareness about the 
issue of suicide.

The local authorities are 
keen to reduce the number 
of suicides in the borough by 
increasing support available 
for people at risk of suicide, 
as well as helping those 
bereaved or affected by it.

Suicide is the biggest killer 
of men under 49 and women 
aged 20-34 in the region.

Tuesday 10 September was 
Suicide Prevention Day and 
a flag was raised at Trafford 
Town Hall to highlight 
it, kicking off a month of 
awareness raising in Trafford.

Andy Graham, from 
Carrington, was in 
attendance. He attempted 
suicide on a number of 
occasions but now wants to 
raise awareness of the issue.

He said: “I suffered for many 
years with mental health. I 
tried to end my life, I drank 
too much and I suffered with 
nightmares, flashbacks and 
panic attacks.

“But now I want to raise 
awareness and let people 
know that recovery is 
possible. No-one should have 
to go through what I went 
through and I want everyone 
to learn how they can help 
to support people suffering 
from suicidal feelings.”

Cllr Jo Harding, chair of 
Trafford Suicide Prevention 
Group, said: “One in five 
people have had suicidal 
thoughts yet it’s something 
that doesn’t get talked about.

“We want to change this. 
We want people who are 
suffering to know that they 
are not alone and can talk 
to people – whether that is 
friends, family, colleagues or 
professionals.

“Suicide is preventable and 
talking to someone about 
their mental health can really 
help.”

The CCG and Council are 
looking to raise awareness 
of the issue by hosting a 
number of blogs on their 
websites by people with 
experience. These include 
issues of combating the 
stigma and bereavement 
support.

Dr Liz Clarke, NHS Trafford 
CCG’s mental health clinical 
lead, said: “We want to make 
sure people know that help 
is available and that they can 
access support at the earliest 
possible stage.

“No-one should have to 
suffer alone.” 

If you need to speak to 
someone or find out more 
information, there are a 
number of useful links 
at www.trafford.gov.uk/
SuicidePrevention

Suicide prevention awareness

Dr Liz Clarke, Cllr Jo Harding and Andy Graham with the suicide prevention day flag
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The campaign 
to find homes 
for children 

who desperately 
need them will focus 
on the adopter in 
this year’s National 
Adoption Week, 
which runs from 14 to 
20 October.

There are currently 
three times as many 
children waiting to 
be adopted than 
there are adopters 
in England. Here in 
Trafford, the Council 
works with the 
adoption agency 
Adoption Counts to 
partner children with 
loving families.

The borough also 
needs flexible and 
reliable people who 

can be foster carers. 
If you’re thinking 
about adopting, this 

can be a good way to 
start on the process. 
You don’t have to be 
superhuman – but 
you do need to enjoy 
being with children, 
be patient and have 
plenty of energy. 

Maybe you’ve got 
children heading 
off to university 
this September, so 
there’s extra space 
in your home for a 
new member of the 
family?

Find out more by 
visiting www.trafford.
gov.uk/fostering or 
you can also visit 
adoptioncounts.org.
uk/about-us

Adoption: Can you help out?

A woman with a hearing 
and visual impairment, 
who has starred on 

stage and raised £2,600 from 
a 10km run, has now released 
a book.

 Helen Browne, who turned 
60 on 20 July, has refused to 
let her impairments stop her 
living her life and this year 
has taken to the stage at 
the Royal Exchange Theatre, 
Manchester, and completed 
the Manchester 10km.

Helen, from Stretford, 
received support  from 
Trafford Council which 

enabled personal assistants to 
ensure she can enjoy an active 
life. 

Her book, called ‘Walk in my 

shoes, see through my eyes’, is 
part autobiography and part 
anthology of poetry. 

Helen, who has plans to 
travel to Eastern Europe in 
the near future and to be 
ordained as a Buddhist, said 
her approach to life is to try 
and try again.

Any profits from the 
book go the Girls Network, 
which aims to inspire and 
empower girls from the least 
advantaged communities by 
connecting them to a mentor 
and a network of professional 
female role models.

Inspirational Helen publishes her own book
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You may not be able to 
see or smell pollution 
in the air but we’re all 

at risk of breathing it into our 
lungs.

Factories, cars, airplanes and 
chemicals all cause our air to 
be dirty, so in Manchester the 
10 GM councils – including 
Trafford – plus Transport for 
Greater Manchester have 
joined together to tackle the 
problem.

They have produced the 
Greater Manchester Clean 
Air Plan, which includes 
measures to reduce harmful 
nitrogen dioxide (NO2), but 
in Trafford that’s not all we’re 

doing to clean up the air.
The council has recently 

licensed the borough’s first 
electric black cab, driven by 
Mohammed Sadiq, a cabbie 
for 10 years.

He ditched his old diesel 
vehicle after his 15-year-old 
grandson Azish persuaded 
him to opt for a more 
environmentally-friendly 
option. 

Mr Sadiq, aged 67, is now 
the proud owner of the 
hybrid vehicle and is taxiing 
in style around the streets of 
the borough. 

He said: “I was deciding 
what to do when one of 

my grandchildren told me I 
should buy an electric cab – 
he would not take no for an 
answer. He said we need to 
protect the environment. I am 
very pleased with this vehicle 
– it is very comfortable. There 
are several charge points 
across Trafford and they are 
very easy to use. “

The new state-of-the-
art vehicle has wi-fi for 
passengers, customer-
controlled air conditioning 
and heating and chargers 
for mobile phones. It is the 
first electric cab in Trafford 
but council officials are now 
hoping more cabbies will 
follow in Mr Sadiq’s shoes by 
changing over. 

The sky is the 
limit for our 
clean air plans

Competition winner Lottie Luccock with Cllr Stephen Adshead
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Cllr Stephen Adshead, 
Trafford Council’s Executive 
Member for Environment, Air 
Quality and Climate Change, 
said: “Mr Sadiq is setting the 
perfect example. If you have an 
old-style polluting vehicle, you 
are damaging the environment 

and we are asking you to 
consider swapping to an 
electric vehicle.

“Greater Manchester is at the 
forefront of the zero-emission 
revolution and we want 
cleaner air in our boroughs for 
future generations to enjoy.” 

Also, doing her bit to 
tackle air pollution is artistic 
schoolgirl Lottie Luccock, who 
beat off competition from 
thousands of other pupils to 
win the council’s ‘Don’t be Idle’ 
poster competition.

The council invited the 
borough’s primary school 
children to design a poster 
aimed at highlighting the 
health risk posed by ‘engine 
idling’ – when parents leave car 

engines running while waiting 
at the school gates.

Eight year old Lottie, who 
attends Moorlands Junior 
School in Sale, walked away 
with vouchers to spend on 
cycling equipment. 

She’ll also see her prize 
winning poster, featuring 
the words ‘turn it off and 
stop our cough’, produced 
professionally and feature 
in the council’s future green 
campaign.

Engine idling creates air 
pollution and by turning off 
engines while waiting to pick 
up their children parents can 
make the air cleaner while 
saving money at the same 
time. 

‘‘
‘‘We want cleaner air 

in our borough for 
future generations 
to enjoy.

Cllr Stephen  
Adshead,  
Trafford Council  
Executive  
Member for  
Environment, Air  
Quality and Climate Change

How to clean up
• Walk or cycle more
• Catch the bus, train or tram
• Leave the car for the school 
run
• Car share
• Switch your car engine off 
when you stop
• Change to an electric or 
hybrid car
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What’s on
Urmston Bonfire
Date: Saturday 2 November
Location:  Abbotsfield Park, 
Chassen Road, Urmston M41 5DH

Urmston Lions' annual event is back at Abbotsfield Park. Gates open at 5.30pm 
before the bonfire is lit at 7pm and the fireworks display commences at 8pm. There 
will also be entertainment, food and drink throughout the night. Entry costs £5 for 
adults and £3 for children.

Stretford Market 

Date: Saturday 28 September and Saturday 26 
October, 10am-4pm
Location: Stretford Green, The Precinct

This new monthly market boasts a farmers market, flea market, makers market 

and artisan market plus hot food, drink and entertainment.

You’ll find a wide range of gifts, delicious food, or simply stock up on essentials 

that you can’t get elsewhere.

For more information visit www.facebook.com/stretfordprecinctmarket
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Remembrance 
Services
Date: Sunday 11 November
Location: Various places, including Altrincham, 
Bowdon, Partington, Sale, Stretford and Urmston. 
Hale’s service will be held in the afternoon

Manchester 
Half Marathon
Date: Sunday 13 October 
Location: Start and finish points by 
Old Trafford stadium

The Wiggle Manchester Half is a 13.1 mile challenge that is easily the biggest in the 
region with over 13,000 runners. It’s an event that aims to represent all the people of 
Manchester, and celebrate our achievements.
For more information visit www.manchesterhalfmarathon.com

Date: Saturday 26 October, 5.30pm
Location: Golden Hill Park, 6 Moorside Road, Urmston, M41 5RA
Get ready for the most spooktacular time of year by joining this annual walk for all 
ages groups where the emphasis is on ghoulish fun.
For more information visit www.facebook.com/UrmstonPartnership and click on 
‘events’.

Trafford will be remembering those who have made the ultimate sacrifice for their country.

For full details of times and locations visit www.trafford.gov.uk and search for ‘remembrance’

Spooky Walk In the Park




