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TRAFFORD BOROUGH
MINUTES OF SCHOOLS FORUM
14th MARCH 2023	

	DAY/DATE/TIME
	VENUE

	TUESDAY 14TH MARCH 2023
MAIN MEETING: 2PM
	Virtual via Teams

	Christine Clarkson
	Clerk to Schools Forum
0161 912 4404
Christine.clarkson@trafford.gov.uk

	FORUM MEMBER ATTENDEES:

	Maintained Primary Headteacher Representatives (9) of which 5 attended:

	Clive Searle
	Worthington Primary

	Tom Johnson
	Seymour Park Primary

	Linda Davidson
	Holy Family Primary 

	Alison Kelly
	Moorlands Primary 

	Darren Morgan
	Kings Road Primary 



	Primary Academy Headteacher Representatives (2) of which  0 attended:

	
	



	Maintained Primary Governor Representatives (3) of which 1  attended:

	Karen Smyth
	Urmston Primary



	Maintained Secondary Headteacher Representatives (3) of which  1 attended:

	Nicola Doward 
	Stretford High 



	Academy Secondary Headteacher Representatives (7) of which  4 attended:

	Joanne Daley
	Urmston Grammar

	Kieran Done
	St Ambrose College

	Stephanie Gill
	AGGS

	Gemma Tunstall
	Wellington



	Maintained Special School Headteacher Representative (1) of which  1 attended:

	Sally Judge
	Delamere Special School



	Academy Special School Headteacher Representative (1) of which  0 attended:

	
	



	Trafford Alternative Education Provision Headteacher Representative (1) of which  0 attended:

	
	



	Non School Members (7) of which 2 attended:

	Scott Caplan
	NEU

	Kaye Gallimore
	NEU



Total members = 34
Quorum = 14 (40%)
Number in attendance = 14


	OBSERVERS ATTENDEES:

	Maria Ratnarajah
	Stamford Park Primary

	Phil Deakin
	Flixton Academy



	TMBC OFFICER ATTENDEES:

	Christine Clarkson
	Accountant – Childrens’ / CLERK

	Anne-Marie Steadman
	Senior Accountant – Childrens’ 

	Michelle Perry 
	Senior Accountant – Childrens’ 

	Amy Nield
	Finance Manager – Children’s

	Karen Samples
	Director Education, Standards & Performance

	Sarah Butters
	Head of Early Years, School Places & Access

	Councillor Catherine Hynes
	Trafford Council



	APOLOGIES

	Judith Stott
	Old Trafford Community Academy

	Phillippa Williamson
	All Saints Primary School

	Danielle Taylor
	Altrincham College

	Helen Zammit
	Strategic Finance Manager 

	Kate Worsley
	Blessed Thomas Holford




1. WELCOME ALL AND APOLOGIES:

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The above apologies for absence were accepted.

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 17th January 2023

The minutes were approved as an accurate record.

3. MATTERS ARISING

	All matters arising had been actioned or were to be covered in the agenda items.
	
4.  EARLY YEARS FUNDING 2023-24 
Sarah Butters presented a summary of the Early Years funding proposals for 2023-24 (as presented to Forum in January) together with the outcome of the consultation with schools and PVI providers.  There had been two responses to the consultation, both of which had been responded to.  Therefore, the proposals for 2023-24, as summarised below, are to be adopted.
2 year old hourly funding rate to be increased by 10p to £5.42.
3 year old hourly funding rate to be increased by 15p to £4.38.
Deprivation funding budget to be retained at £305,000 but distributed as per the revised guidelines i.e. on both universal and extended hours.
New Quality Supplement for schools to distribute funding formerly received via the Teachers Pay and Pension Grants.  This to be on the basis of £5k per nursery class to a maximum of 2 classes per school. PVI Quality supplement to remain as current.
Nationally set Disabled Access Fund rate of £353
Nationally set Early Years Pupil Premium rate of £828

As Schools Forum had agreed the proposals in January, members noted the arrangements for Early Years Funding for 2023-24.

5. SPECIAL SCHOOL BUDGETS 2023-24

Anne-Marie presented the special school’s funding and budgets for 2023-24.  Budgets had been prepared to include the prescribed Minimum Funding Level (MFL) and Minimum funding Guarantee (MFG) of 3%.  In addition, special schools will receive an additional 3.4% as announced in the Autumn Funding Statement, plus the Teachers Pay and Pensions Grant which are allocated separately.  2023-24 budgets had been shared with special schools and the High Needs Block Sub-Group and were being presented to Forum for information.

In light of previous discussions at Forum around funding for special schools, The Chair asked a special school head how helpful this level of funding will be for special schools.  The Head responded that, whilst the Finance Department had done their best in allocating resources received from government, it in no way would improve the positions for special schools.  The Place Funding which has remained at £10k is insufficient, making it hard to plan effectively.  There is pressure on places and schools often have to turn vulnerable children away which means they will remain in mainstream schools which cannot always provide the specialist support needed.  A recent report from Finance had highlighted that Trafford specials schools represented good value for money when compared to other provision.

The Chair acknowledged the need to continue lobbying government to provide additional funding for vulnerable children.

A primary school member re-iterated that funding needed to increase from both contributions from health and social care and government. There were massive pockets of deprivation in Trafford and those children in society requiring additional support weren’t getting the funding to enable this.

Councillor Hynes responded that she had heard the special school’s response and understood the difficulties.  Changes need to be take place beyond Trafford; unfortunately the Council had no spare budget from it’s own resources to contribute but will continue to lobby government both individually and as part of the F20 Group.


6. EDUCATION SUFFICIENCY

Karen Samples and Sarah Butters delivered a presentation on school places and sufficiency.
The presentation firstly outlined the strategic decision making process and context of schools place planning.   There continues to be considerable challenge and pressure on school places with an unprecedented demand for places and increase in in-year admissions.  This required both temporary and permanent expansions from schools to accommodate this growth.

The presentation went on to outline the position for secondary school places with all areas being RAG rated red for demand for school places except Stretford.  Data on the allocation of places, support for families and sufficiency of provision around the Borough was provided.  Whilst demand for places remains high, routes to provide new schools are not easy to achieve.

The presentation then went on to provide similar data for primary schools.  Whilst there is less pressure on primary school places, it is still challenging to accommodate demand across all year groups, whilst taking into account in-year admissions.  Whilst there is a declining birth rate, place planning trends indicate inbound migration from birth to year 4 likely to access Trafford’s school system.  There are also new housing developments in the Borough which may add to the pressures.

Following the presentation Councillor Hynes thanked schools for their support to the LA in assisting to alleviate the unprecedented challenges in admissions.  This was massively appreciated.  The LA continues to lobby government for extra support to enable it to accommodate pupil demand.

A primary school member asked how many vacancies there were currently in primary schools.  Sarah Butters responded that this was difficult to determine at the present time.  She will share the data with schools following National Offer Day.  However, whilst reception numbers appeared low there must be capacity in the system to accommodate in-year admissions.  

A primary school member asked for the best advice to parents in Year 5/6 in areas where demand for places were high.  Sarah responded that advice will be provided by the LA, but parents should be advised to put down all schools in the catchment area to ensure they are allocated a place and receive transport support if entitled.

Members felt the information was very useful and requested future updates on this item.  One member suggested data on PAN plus admission numbers per school would also be helpful.  It was agreed that data on sufficiency and pupil place planning be presented to November and March Forum’s.

Action – the presentation be circulated to all members following the meeting.
Similar data on schools place planning be provided for November and March Forum.

	


7.	ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

	Covered in Agenda item 6.

Date of the next Funding Forum meeting:  
Tuesday 17th June 2023 at 2pm – The Chambers, Waterside Arts Centre, Sale. 
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