Mainstream Subgroup Meeting - 10.30am 1st March 2022
Attendance
Nichola Doward 
Clive Searle
Tom Johnson
Lindsay Brindley
Karen Samples
Amy Nield
Anne-Marie Steadman
Michelle Perry

1) Apologies
Danielle Taylor
Wayne Hitchcock

2) School budgets 2022/23 – 0.5% SB transfer other alternative options.
The group discussed/considered other alternative options for the 0.5% SB transfer, following the DFE rejecting the disapplication request to reduce MFL’s within the 2022/23 national school funding formula. The 4 options below were discussed:

1. Continue with the top slice through the formula (this would mean only those schools not on MFL would contribute)
1. Don’t top slice (will increase HNB deficit by £964k)
1. Invoice all schools for an agreed contribution to 2022/23 HNB
1. Use reserves

The group did not feel;
· It would be fair to continue with the top slice through the formula as the burden would fall heavily on the schools not in receipt of MFL funding as they would be the only schools contributing.
· That invoicing schools was an option either because it was basically reducing the MFL through the back door or governing bodies wouldn’t find it acceptable.
·  Using growth fund reserves to plug the gap was not an option at the moment as they felt they would be better used to maybe provide investment opportunities if we identify them in the deficit recovery plan and the call upon this pot was unknown for future years.

The option recommended by the group is to not go ahead with the SB 0.5% transfer and to increase the deficit by the top slice amount £964k and complete the DSG deficit recovery plan during 22/23.  The group felt that this was the most transparent option and reflects what is actually happening.

The group did discuss using school reserves over 8% but as this is only an option available to maintained schools and not academies it is not a fair option.

Recommendation – put forward to funding forum the option to not go ahead with the 2022/23 SB transfer and to increase the HNB deficit by the top slice amount.


3) AOB
None

4) Future meetings and agenda items
    To be confirmed
