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Introduction

Kirkwells Planning Consultants has prepared this screening report on behalf of
Warburton Parish Council to support the Parish Council in determining whether or not
the contents of the Warburton Neighbourhood Development Plan (WNDP) are likely to
require a Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA).

Habitats and species of European nature conservation importance are protected by
the European Directive (92/43/EEC) on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild
Flora and Fauna (The Habitats Directive)’. The Habitats Directive establishes a
network of internationally important sites designated for their ecological value. These
sites are often referred to as Natura 2000 sites or European sites and comprise Special
Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and Ramsar sites.
This is translated into UK law via the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations
2010.

Under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive (and Regulation 61 of the Habitats
Regulations), an assessment is required where a plan or project may give rise to
significant effects upon a European site.

The overarching aim of HRA is to determine, in view of a site’s conservation objectives
and qualifying interests, whether a plan or project, either in isolation and/or in
combination with other plans would have a significant adverse effect on a European
site. If the screening concludes that a significant adverse effect is likely, then
Appropriate Assessment must be undertaken to determine whether there will be
adverse effects on site integrity.

There are several European sites in the vicinity of the neighbourhood area as shown
on the screenshot from Natural England’s Magic website. Further information about
these is provided later in this report.

Figure 1: Screenshot from MAGIC European Sites around Warburton?
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1 The UK has left the European Union and equivalent legislative provisions have been written into UK

law.

2 Source: https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx
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2.

2.1

3.1

3.2

3.3

HRA process

The requirements of the Habitats Directive comprise four distinct stages:
Stage 1: Screening.

This is the stage which initially identifies the likely impacts upon a European site of a
project or plan, either alone or in-combination with other projects or plans and
considers whether these impacts may have a significant effect on the integrity of the
site’s qualifying habitats and/or species. Where a significant effect is identified the
assessment moves onto stage 2.

Stage 2: Appropriate Assessment.

This provides the detailed consideration of the impact on the integrity of the European
site of the project or plan, either alone or in combination with other projects or plans,
with respect to the site’s conservation objectives and its structure and function. This is
to determine whether or not there will be adverse effects on the integrity of the site.
This stage also includes the development of mitigation measures to avoid or reduce
any potential impacts.

Stage 3: Assessment of alternative solutions.

This examines alternative ways of achieving the objectives of the plan or project that
would avoid adverse impacts on the integrity of the European site, should avoidance
or mitigation measures be unable to cancel out adverse effects.

Stage 4: Assessment where no alternative solutions exist and where adverse
impacts remain.

In such circumstances it must be demonstrated that the development is necessary for
imperative reasons of overriding public interest.

Background

Neighbourhood planning gives local communities the opportunity to prepare planning
documents for their area, enabling them to shape the future of where they live and
giving them greater ownership of the plans and policies that affect them. Introduced
under the Localism Act in 2011, Neighbourhood Development Plans provide a
relatively new tier of planning policy.

Warburton Neighbourhood Area is in the local authority area of Trafford Council.
Warburton was designated as a neighbourhood area by Trafford Council on 4" March
2019. This confirmed the Parish Council’'s commitment to preparing a Neighbourhood
Plan and identified the proposed Neighbourhood Plan area, which is the same as the
Parish boundary.

Informal consultation on the emerging Draft Plan with options for the Warburton
Masterplan was undertaken from May to June 2023. Kirkwells undertook an initial
screening assessment and prepared HRA and SEA Screening Reports in June 2023
based on the most up to date version of the Draft Plan (v6A), and the Draft Warburton
Masterplan and Design Guide (including 3 options for the part of the strategic site within
the parish).
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3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

The screening report was subjected to consultation with Natural England and other
consultation bodies Historic England and Environment Agency at the same time. The
responses were as follows:

e Environment Agency:
‘Thanks for the email.

Any review of the plan outside of formal consultation stage would fall under our
charge planning advice service and should you wish for the Environment
Agency to review the draft plan please email the team at
SPPlanning.RFH@environment-agency.gov.uk.

Notwithstanding the above | have quickly reviewed the screening opinion and
can confirm with that there are no significant environmental effects as a result
of the plan for issues within our remit.

Kind regards’
e Natural England:

No response prior to the Regulation 14 consultation.
e Historic England:

No response prior to the Regulation 14 consultation.

Therefore only the Environment Agency responded to agree that there were no
significant environmental effects as a result of the plan within their remit.

The SEA and HRA screening assessments were reviewed and updated to take into
account the policies and proposals in the final version of the Draft Plan together with
the Warburton Masterplan.

The Draft Warburton Neighbourhood Development Plan (WNDP) was published for
Regulation 14 public consultation for nearly 8 weeks from Monday 8" July 2024 until
5pm Saturday 31% August 2024. The three consultation bodies were again invited to
respond to the HRA and SEA screening assessments. A response was received from
Natural England to advise that ‘on the basis of the material supplied with the
consultation, that significant effects on statutorily designated nature conservation sites
or landscapes are unlikely’. A copy of the letter is provided in Appendix 4. There were
no responses from Environment Agency or Historic England.

The Submission Version of WNDP contains some amendments to policies and
supporting text, many of which strengthen the neighbourhood plan in terms of
environmental protection and enhancement. Former Policy W10 Warburton
masterplan was deleted following advice and objections from Trafford Council, and
Warburton Masterplan now comprises a separate, evidence base document published
on the neighbourhood plan pages of the Parish Council’s website. The Warburton
Design Guidance document remains part of Warburton Neighbourhood Plan; it is
included as an appendix and is referred to in relevant policies.

Adopted Trafford Local Plan policies are contained in the following documents:
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3.10

3.11

3.12

3.13

o Places for Everyone (PfE) Joint Development Plan Document for Bolton, Bury,
Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Tameside, Trafford and Wigan 2022
to 2039 Adopted 21 March 2024. Appendix A: Replaced District Local Plan
Policies Table A.8 Replaced Trafford Local Plan Policies sets out which
Trafford Local Plan policies have been replaced.

e Trafford Local Plan: Core Strategy which sets out an overarching strategy and
development principles for Trafford to guide development until at least 2026. It
was adopted on 26™ January 2012.

¢ Revised Unitary Development Plan which has mostly been superseded by the
Core Strategy. The rest of the UDP policies will be replaced by the Trafford
Local Plan. It was adopted in June 2006.

e Greater Manchester Joint Waste Plan (Adopted April 2012);

e Greater Manchester Joint Minerals Plan (Adopted April 2013); and

e Altrincham Town Centre Neighbourhood Business Plan (Adopted November
2017).

Preparation of a new Trafford Local Plan is underway. Trafford Council published a
public consultation on the Regulation 18 Draft Trafford Local Plan from 4" February
2021 until 18" March 2021. The Habitats Regulations Assessment of the Impact on
European Protected Sites of Trafford Local Plan: First Draft Consultation December
2020° has informed this report. This considered likely effects on three of the European
designated sites close to Warburton: Manchester Mosses SAC; Rixton Clay Pits SAC;
and Mersey Estuary SPA/Ramsar; as ‘other European sites in the UK are essentially
considered too distant from Trafford for harmful effects to occur from the
implementation of the Plan.’

PfE includes a strategic allocation JP Allocation 30 New Carrington. Part of the
strategic allocation lies in the northern portion of the Warburton Neighbourhood Plan
Area and this area is identified for approximately 400 housing units (‘Warburton Lane
area’). Work is underway on New Carrington Masterplan led by Trafford Council as
required by PfE.

The Habitats Regulations Assessment of the Places for Everyone Joint Development
Plan Submission February 2022* also has been used to inform the Warburton NDP
HRA Screening Report.

The Neighbourhood Plan area does not include, but is in close proximity to, several
UK designated sites: Rixton Clay Pits to the west of the Parish Boundary is a Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Local Nature Reserve (LNR), Woolston Eyes
SSSi lies to the southwest and Brookheyes Covert SSSI lies to the east — see Figure
2 Screenshot from MAGIC.

3 https://www.trafford.gov.uk/planning/strategic-planning/docs/Draft-Local-Plan-Habitats-Regulations-

Assessment.pdf
4 https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning-and-housing/places-for-

everyone/submission-documents
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Figure 2: Screenshot from MAGIC®
UK Designated Sites within NDP Area Boundary

(Waben)

(] Mt pe00 B
Brvrar Wes (Fraghand)

e
11 gl |

Samrmar Wtee (eatiend)
Cmraas G (Waes)

D S T Y
Babrrast edhe (F sahaend |

D e L T
Febnewet (1 gpanel)

L L T
Sutnrmen [ Mthand)

e o b bl et
LT

e L]
ommersatton (| ngporet |

4. Relevant European Sites (and SSSIs)

4.1  There are no European Sites within the boundary of the plan area.

4.2 Government guidance states that significant effects may be incurred even in cases
where the area of the plan is some distance away. As a precautionary measure, this
screening report has assessed to see if there are any European sites 15km (straight
line) of the neighbourhood area boundary and the proposed strategic site allocation in
the north of the Parish. There are 4 European designated sites within 15km of
Warburton that could potentially be affected by the Warburton Neighbourhood Plan. In
addition, the Mersey Estuary (Ramsar Site and SPA) is just over 20km away to the
west. Although the physical distance is over 15 km, as a precautionary measure this
has also been included in the HRA Screening as the Mersey Estuary’s significance is
linked to wading and migratory birds which may visit or fly over the Warburton area.
Red Listed birds which have been observed at Carrington Moss (almost contiguous
with Warburton Moss) is provided in Appendix 2. Species such as Lapwing are
common in the winter on Warburton Moss, as are a number of wader species including
Little Egrets. Waterfowl and waders fly along the river courses between the European
sites.

4.3 Rixton Clay Pits SAC lies approximately 0.8 km from the western boundary of the
Parish and the strategic site allocation. Manchester Mosses SAC includes several
sites, the nearest of which is 2.8km from the northwestern boundary of the Parish.
Rostherne Mere Ramsar Site is 3.7km and Midland Meres and Mosses is 7.5km from

5 Source: https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx
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the southeast boundary of Warburton. These are shown on Figure 3 screenshot of
MAGIC map below.

Figure 3: Screenshots from MAGIC
European Designated Sites within approximately 15km of NDP Area Boundary
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Table 1: Summary of European Sites

Site Name Designation Natural Distance from the Distance from
England's Neighbourhood Proposed PFE
Code Plan Boundary Site allocation
33 New
Carrington
Rixton Clay Pits SAC UK0030265 0.8 km 1.8km
Manchester SAC UK0030200 2.8km 2.8km
Mosses
Rostherne Mere Ramsar 3.7km 7.1km
Site
Midland Meres Ramsar UK0013595 7.5km 10.5km
and Mosses Site
Mersey Estuary Ramsar UK9005131 20km 20.8km
Site and
SPA

4.4

The Characteristics of the European Sites identified

The following provides a summary of the European sites that have been identified
outside of the Neighbourhood Area but within a 15km approx. distance of the
Neighbourhood Area:

Rixton Clay Pits SAC: the SAC is situated to the east of Warrington within
disused brickworks. The site comprises a mosaic of habitats including open
water, fen, swamp, wet woodland and meadow that have all developed within
the flooded workings since quarrying ceased in the 1960s. Great crested newt
Triturus cristatus are known to occur in at least 20 ponds across the site, indeed
the site supports the largest population of great crested newts in Cheshire. The
reserve is now managed for wildlife and amenity purposes by the local authority
ranger service.

Manchester Mosses SAC: The Mersey floodplain was once covered by
complex of large lowland raised bogs covering over 3500 ha. While most of this
bog has been converted to agriculture or lost to development, several examples
have survived as degraded raised bog; the largest and best-preserved
examples Risley Moss, Astley & Bedford Mosses and Holcroft Moss make up
the component SSSI of the Manchester Mosses SAC. All of the Manchester
mosses with the exception of Holcroft Moss have been cut over and all were
drained resulting in the dominance of purple moor grass Molinia caerulea,
bracken Pteridium aquilinum and birch Betula spp. However, all of the mosses
have now been re-wet and a more typical wet bog community of common
cotton grass Eriophorum angustifolia, hare's tail cotton grass Eriophorum
vaginatum and bog mosses Sphagnum sp. has now established over large
areas of the mosses with sundew Drosera rotundifolia, cross leaved heath
Erica tetralix, bog myrtle Myrica gale, cranberry Vaccinium oxycoccus and bog
rosemary Andromeda polifolia all starting to spread.

Rostherne Mere Ramsar Site: the site is the deepest, one of the largest and
the most northerly of the meres of the Cheshire Plain. It lies in a hollow
surrounded by thick deposits of glacial drift overlying Triassic marls and

8
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4.5

4.6

saltbeds. It is a natural lake of high fertility that, over the years, has been
increased by the accumulation of nutrients received from inflow streams and
drainage from surrounding farmland. The long-term study and analysis of the
mere's water chemistry and limnology, together with comparisons with other
meres, are important aspects of the site's nature conservation value. The mere
has little submerged vegetation but is fringed by a narrow band of Phragmites
reedswamp for over half its circumference. Around the mere, the catchment
slopes are primarily large blocks of woodland and moderately intensively
farmed grassland. Remains of a former peatbog in the north and actively
managed willow-beds to the south are other notable habitats. The mere is
nationally important for its birds, as a winter roost for ducks, especially Pochard
and Pintail, and as a regular roost for gulls and cormorants. It is an important
bird refuge in cold weather because its depth makes it slow to freeze. The
geomorphology of the basin is also of national importance.

e Midland Meres and Mosses Phase 1 Ramsar Site: The West Midlands
Mosses comprises four sites: Clarepool Moss, Abbots Moss, Chartley Moss
and Wybunbury Moss. These support large basin mires which have developed
as quaking bogs, known as Schwingmoors, together with a variety of
associated hollows and pools showing various types and stages of mire
development. This complexity of habitats gives rise to a diverse assemblage of
associated plants and invertebrates of national significance.

Mersey Estuary Ramsar Site and SPA is outside of the Neighbourhood Area but
within a 20km approx. distance of the Neighbourhood Area: The Mersey Estuary is a
large, sheltered estuary and comprises an unusual configuration with a narrow mouth
and wide shallow basin. It is composed of extensive intertidal mud and sandflats on
the northern and southern shores of the estuary, distinct areas of rocky shore and
areas of saltmarsh which are constantly eroding and accreting. The saltmarsh areas
are either firm sandy areas or are riddled with muddy creeks. The large areas of
intertidal sand and mudflats are submerged at high tide and exposed in the estuary at
low tide providing an important feeding habitat for birds. The estuary also provides
extensive roosting sites for large populations of waterbirds and is of major importance
during the winter for duck and wader species and for supporting wader populations
moving along the west coast of Britain during the spring and autumn migration periods.

Conservation Objectives and Evidence Packs

4.6.1 Rixton Clay Pits

The conservation objectives (Natural England 2018) for this site are:

e Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate,
and ensure that the site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation
Status of its Qualifying Features, by maintaining or restoring:

The extent and distribution of the habitats of qualifying species;

The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species;

The supporting processes on which the habitats of qualifying species rely;
The populations of qualifying species, and;

The distribution of qualifying species within the site.

0 O O O O
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4.6.2

4.6.3

The list of operations that could potentially damage the special interests of the
European Site include:

o Human intrusions and disturbances.
Additionally, Natural England also states that the site is sensitive to air quality.
Manchester Mosses
The conservation objectives (Natural England 2018) for this site are:

Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure
that the site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its
Quialifying Features, by maintaining or restoring:
o The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats;
o The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural
habitats, and;
o The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats rely.

Supplementary Advice on Conserving and Restoring

On this site, favourable condition requires the maintenance of the extent of each
designated habitat type. A series of site-specific targets, which will contribute to
favourable condition, have been produced by Natural England. However, many of
these relate to management of the habitats on the site and are not particularly
applicable to assessing the effects of development proposals on the SAC whilst others
relate to direct impacts will occur. Therefore, the operations that may damage the
special interest of the SAC resulting from development in Trafford have been restricted
to:

o Pollution including atmospheric pollutants and NOxs;
o Hydrological impacts and,;
o Recreational activities.

Rostherne Mere Ramsar Site

Rostherne Mere Ramsar Evidence Pack (August 2022) Natural England Technical
Information Note TIN203 sets out that the Ramsar is designated for the following
feature:

* Open water transition fen (‘mere’)

Nutrient pressure(s) for which the site is unfavourable:
* Nitrogen

* Phosphorus

Water Quality data is reported against the relevant Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) Units within the Ramsar.

The condition of the waterbody and the habitats which support the designated features
is in part dependent on the water quality within them. The occurrence of excessive
nutrients in the waterbody can impact on the competitive interactions between high
plant species and between higher plant species and algae, which can result in a
dominance in attached forms of algae, and a loss of characteristic plant species.
Changes in plant growth and community composition can have implications for the

10
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wider food web, and the species present. Increased nutrients and the occurrence of
eutrophication can also impact on the dissolved oxygen levels in the waterbody, also
impacting on biota within the mere.

Recent water quality measurements show Rostherne Mere to be exceeding the targets
for Total Phosphorus and Total Nitrogen. Any nutrients entering the catchment
upstream of the locations which are exceeding their nutrient targets, will make their
way downstream and have the potential to further add to the current exceedance.
Therefore, the whole upstream catchment of Rostherne mere is included within the
catchment map.

4.6.4 Midland Meres and Mosses Phase 1 Ramsar Site
The conservation objectives (Natural England 2018) for this site are:

e Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate,
and ensure that the site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation
Status of its Qualifying Features, by maintaining or restoring;

o The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats

o The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying
natural habitats, and

o The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats rely

Threats that could potentially damage this site include changes to:

¢ Invasive, non-native and/or introduced species
o Water quality — phosphates, pollutants, nitrates
e Air quality

4.6.5 Mersey Estuary SPA/Ramsar
Conservation Objectives

e To ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate,
and ensure that the site contributes to achieving the aims of the Conservation
of Wild Birds Directive, by maintaining or restoring:

o The extent and distribution of the habitats of the qualifying features;

o The structure and function of the habitats of the qualifying features;

o The supporting processes on which the habitats of the qualifying
features rely;

o The population of each of the qualifying features and;

o The distribution of the qualifying features within the site.

List of operations that could potentially damage the special interests of the European
Site include from the JNCC standard data sheet and Natural England advice on
operations:

e Qutdoor sports and leisure activities, recreational activities;
¢ Invasive non-native species;

e Changes in biotic conditions;

o Commercial shipping;

e Construction of port and harbour structures and;

e Dredging proposals.

11
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4.7

4.8

4.9

The Warburton Neighbourhood Development Plan has been screened for likely
significant effects on the 5 European sites. The new Trafford Local Plan HRA and the
HRA of the Places for Everyone Joint Development Plan (see Table 5.1 — Screening
of thematic policies) were used to inform this process.

Possible sources and pathways for (unmitigated) effects used in the screening of
potential policy impacts on European sites are considered to be:

* Water Pollution via River Mersey;

» Air pollution resulting from vehicular emissions and industry;

* Increased recreational pressure;

* Loss of functionally linked land and;

* Increased levels of shipping utilising the Manchester Ship Canal.

Table 2 provides an assessment of the likely significant effects the NDP could have on
the identified European sites. The Table has been revised to refer to the WNDP
Policies in the Submission version of the Plan.

12
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Table 2: Screening of WNDP Policies

Screened Out
Screened In

Warburton NDP
Policy

Brief Summary

Policy W1 Conserving
and Enhancing Local
Landscape Character

Identifies different local landscape character types and
explains how landscaping schemes should be sympathetic
and appropriate to the relevant Landscape Character Type.

Policy W2 Warburton
Deer Park

Identifies historic landscape features within and on the park
boundary which should be protected.

Policy W3 Protecting
and Enhancing Wildlife

Requires development proposals to avoid areas of high
distinctiveness habitats, wildlife corridors or core areas for
wildlife. Any development adjacent to these areas should
incorporate substantial mitigation to lessen impacts on wildlife
while seeking to enhance their overall condition to achieve a
net-gain for biodiversity

Policy W4 Warburton
Moss

Supports proposals which contribute to the restoration of areas
of mosslands to lowland raised bog habitat in Warburton Moss
Landscape Area as part of biodiversity net gain (BNG), carbon
capture and flood mitigation measures.

(The Policy was amended and strengthened in response to
comments submitted by NE at Reg 14.)

Policy W5 Responding
to Local Character

Sets out design principles to ensure development is sensitive
to local character.

Policy W6 Protecting
Designated Heritage
Assets

Requires development to avoid harm to or loss of any
designated heritage assets and designs to respond sensitively
to the significance and setting of any heritage assets

Policy W7 Non
designated Heritage
Assets

Identifies a number of non designated heritage assets and
requires proposals to have regard to conserving the
significance of the asset and the components which positively
contribute to its character.

13
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Warburton NDP
Policy

Brief Summary

Policy W8 Warburton
Conservation Area

Requires development and conversions to conserve and
enhance the special historical and architectural character of
the Conservation Area.

Sustainable Design
and Climate Change

Policy W9 Requires development proposals to protect, conserve and
Archaeology enhance assets of potential archaeological interest.
Policy W10 Sets out principles to support sustainable design.

Policy W11 Walking
and Cycling

Supports development which promotes active lifestyles and
more sustainable travel.

Policy W12 Local
Green Space

Identifies local green spaces.

Policy W13 Rural
Diversification

Supports growth and expansion of rural businesses through
conversions and through well-designed new buildings that
respect the rural character.

Policy W14 Energy

Supports small scale renewable energy or low carbon energy

Community Facilities

Proposals proposals in the rural area that demonstrably benefit the
community, and respect local character.
Policy W15 Identifies important local community facilities in Warburton.

14
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Table 3: Assessment of Likely Significant Effects

Site Environmental Possible Is there arisk | Possible Is there arisk
conditions to impacts of a impacts of significant
support site arising from significant from ‘in
integrity NDP effect? other, combination’

trends
plans, etc.

Rixton Clay The primary reason for the designation Although Rixton Claypits has been designated | No effects None known. No

Pits of Rixton Clay Pits is its population of for its populations of great crested newts, and envisaged.

SAC great crested newts (Triturus cristatus). great crested newts may rely on land outside
Sites are selected as SACs where there | of the designated site, they rarely move more
is evidence of a relatively large and than 250m from breeding ponds.
robust population of great crested newts
based on reliable recent survey data. New Carrington located around 3.5km from

Rixton Clay Pits but it is reasonable to
conclude no likely significant effect will occur to
Rixton Clay Pits SAC from any reduction in air
quality resulting from the plan.

Whilst a small increase in visitor numbers
cannot be ruled out because of the new
housing at New Carrington, this is unlikely to
be significant and when combined with the
existing visitor management and management
of fishing rights unlikely to have a likely
significant effect.

Manchester This raised bog vegetation corresponds | Species associated with the Manchester No effects None known. No

Mosses to the UK NVC types; M2 Sphagnum Mosses SAC are not mobile in their habits and | envisaged.

SAC cuspidatum/recurvum (fallax) bog pool will not rely on other land to complete their life

community, M3 Eriophorum
angustifolium bog pool community, M20
Eriophorum vaginatum blanket and
raised mire and M25 - Molinia caerulea -
Potentilla erecta mire (Rodwell, 1991).

Floristically the re-wet mosses are
developing a community typical of

cycles.

The NDP is unlikely to lead to increases in
traffic which could impact on air quality.

There will be no impact on the Manchester
Mosses SAC as a result of recreational
pressure from New Carrington.
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Site

Environmental
conditions to
support site
integrity

Possible
impacts
arising from
NDP

Is there a risk
of a
significant
effect?

Possible
impacts
from
other,
trends

plans, etc.

Is there arisk
of significant
‘in

combination’

lowland raised bog with an abundance
of common cotton grass Eriophorum
angustifolium, hare's-tail cotton grass
Eriophorum vaginatum and bog mosses
such Sphagnum fallax, Sphagnum
cuspidatum and Sphagnum palustre
now established over large areas. The
lawns of Sphagnum are providing
habitat for sundew Drosera rotundifolia,
cross leaved heath Erica tetralix, bog
myrtle Myrica gale, cranberry Vaccinium
oxycoccus and bog rosemary
Andromeda polifolia. Also present at
currently low levels within the areas of
well-established bog are Sphagnum
palustre, Sphagnum magellanicum and
Spahagnum capillifolium.

Rostherne
Mere
Ramsar

The Rostherne Mere Ramsar qualities
for its Annex Il species. This includes:

» Great cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
carbo - 273 individuals, representing an
average of 1.1% of the GB population;
* Great bittern Botaurus stellaris stellaris
- 1 individuals, representing an average
of 1% of the GB population; and

» Water rail Rallus aquaticus - 6
individuals, representing an average of
1.3% of the GB population.

The site is vulnerable to air pollution and water
quality issues via eutrophication and the
introduction of non-native plant species.

Reason for considered but screened out from
Trafford Local Plan HRA: no clear pathways
from Trafford for hydrological or air quality
impacts.

The neighbourhood area is likely to be too far
away to have a negative effect.

No effects
envisaged.

None

No
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Site Environmental Possible Is there arisk | Possible Is there arisk
conditions to impacts of a impacts of significant
support site arising from significant from ‘in
integrity NDP effect? other, combination’

trends
plans, etc.

Midland Ramsar Criterion 1: The site comprises | The site may be vulnerable to water and air No effects None No

Meres and a diverse range of habitats from open pollution, but the neighbourhood area is likely envisaged.

Mosses water to raised bog. to be too far away to have a negative effect.

Phase 1 Ramsar Criterion 2: Supports a number

Ramsar of rare species of plants associated with
wetlands including five nationally scarce
species together with an assemblage of
rare wetland invertebrates (three
endangered insects and five other
British Red Data Book species of
invertebrates).

Mersey Qualifying species The site may be vulnerable to water and air No effects None No

Estuary This site qualifies under Article 4.1 of the | pollution, but the neighbourhood area is likely envisaged.

SPA and Habitats Directive (79/409/EEC) by to be too far away to have a negative effect on

Ramsar supporting populations of European breeding birds.

importance of the following species
listed on Annex | of the Directive:
Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria, 3,070
individuals representing at least 1.2% of
the wintering population in Great Britain
(5 year peak mean 1991/2 - 1995/6)
This site also qualifies under Article 4.2
of the Directive (79/409/EEC) by
supporting populations of European
importance of the following migratory
species:

On passage;

Redshank Tringa totanus, 3,516
individuals representing at least 2.0% of
the Eastern Atlantic - wintering
population (5 year peak mean, 1987-
1991)

The qualifying species of the Mersey Estuary
SPA a range of waders and wildfowl are
regarded as sensitive to recreational pressure.
Guidance from Natural England is that coastal
sites within 10km should be screened in. The
Mersey Estuary is around 20km from Trafford.
Therefore, there are no likely significant
effects.

The Mersey Estuary SPA and Ramsar site at
around 20km downstream and the NDP should
not have an effect on water quality.
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Site

Environmental
conditions to
support site
integrity

Possible
impacts
arising from
NDP

Is there a risk
of a
significant
effect?

Possible
impacts
from
other,
trends

plans, etc.

Is there arisk
of significant
‘in

combination’

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula,
1,453 individuals representing at least
2.9% of the Europe/Northern Africa -
wintering population (Count, as at 1989)
Over winter;

Dunlin Calidris alpina, 44,300 individuals
representing at least 3.2% of the
wintering Northern
Siberia/Europe/Western Africa
population (5 year peak mean 1991/2 -
1995/6)

Pintail Anas acuta, 2,744 individuals
representing at least 4.6% of the
wintering Northwestern Europe
population (5 year peak mean 1991/2 -
1995/6)

Redshank Tringa totanus, 4,689
individuals representing at least 3.1% of
the wintering Eastern Atlantic - wintering
population (5 year peak mean 1991/2 -
1995/6)

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna, 5,039
individuals representing at least 1.7% of
the wintering Northwestern Europe
population (5 year peak mean 1991/2 -
1995/6)

Teal Anas crecca, 11,667 individuals
representing at least 2.9% of the
wintering Northwestern Europe
population (5 year peak mean 1991/2 -
1995/6)
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Site

Environmental
conditions to
support site
integrity

Possible
impacts
arising from
NDP

Is there a risk
of a
significant
effect?

Possible
impacts
from
other,
trends

plans, etc.

Is there arisk
of significant
‘in

combination’

Assemblage qualification: A wetland
of international importance.

The area qualifies under Article 4.2 of
the Directive (79/409/EEC) by regularly
supporting at least 20,000 waterfowl
Over winter, the area regularly supports
99,467 individual waterfowl (5 year peak
mean 1991/2 - 1995/6) including: Curlew
Numenius arquata, Black-tailed Godwit
Limosa limosa islandica, Lapwing
Vanellus, Grey Plover Pluvialis
squatarola, Wigeon Anas penelope,
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus,
Redshank Tringa totanus, Dunlin
Calidris alpina alpina, Pintail Anas
acuta, Teal Anas crecca, Shelduck
Tadorna tadorna, Golden Plover
Pluvialis apricaria.

Operations which may damage the
special interest of the SPA include -

= Diffuse air pollution

= Diffuse water pollution

= Climate change

= Recreational disturbance
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5.1

5.2

5.3

54

In Combination Effects

Places for Everyone Assessment

The NDP is being prepared to be in general conformity with Places for Everyone
strategic plan.

The NDP does not propose any site allocations in addition to the strategic site identified
in PFE and the plan’s policies overall should have positive impacts on the natural
environment and no effects on European sites within 15-20km of the boundary.

The PFE HRA report includes an In-Combination Assessment. It sets out:
‘1.5 In Combination Assessment

The Habitats Regulations also include a requirement for an assessment not only for a
Plan alone but also for consideration of any LSE in combination with other projects or
plans. An ‘in combination’ assessment should be undertaken for any impact which is
shown to have an effect even where it might be considered ‘de minimis’ for the plan in
isolation. In the application of the in combination test projects or plans are also
considered to include reasonably foreseeable proposals (RFP), which may include
projects, plans or schemes which have not concluded their passage through the
development planning process, whether they are in full or outline or include other
strategic planning documents.

The implication of ‘in combination’ considerations for a plan with the scale of Places
for Everyone may be profound, since a very wide range of other plans and proposals
may be influenced by the operation of the Plan, and vice versa. It would be practically
impossible for a detailed analysis to be undertaken of every possible plan or proposal
which may be influenced by the Places for Everyone in isolation. Instead, in some
cases this Assessment has taken a high-level precautionary approach and assumed
that the impacts arising from the operation of the Places for Everyone Plan are likely
to result in in-combination effects. This precautionary principle particularly relates to
impacts which may arise from air pollution and recreational impact effects.’

The Report goes on to advise under Section 6 In-Combination Assessment:

‘As previously stated in the case of a high-level, very large scale Plan such as the
Places for Everyone a very large number of other plans, strategies and projects could
act in combination with the Places for Everyone and result in a likely significant effect
on European sites where the plan operating in isolation would not.

At all stages of this Assessment potential cumulative impacts have been considered
for the PFE.

In particular a precautionary approach which assumes that in-combination effects will
occur has been taken in relation to the Assessment of —

« Air Pollution Effects
* Recreational Impacts

» Water Pollution effects
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5.5

And mitigation has been recommended which would address in-combination effects in
addition to the effects of the plan alone.’

The relevant sections from the Conclusion are set out below:
‘9 Conclusions

9.1 Summary of HRA results

9.1.1 Initial screening assessment

All policies in the PFE, including thematic and development allocation policies, were
subject to an initial screening assessment to determine if they would have a ‘likely
significant effect’ on European protected habitat sites and as a consequence require
further assessment to determine effects in more detail. The initial screening
assessment indicated that harmful effects on European protected sites could potential
arise from air and water pollution, recreational disturbances and interference with
functionally linked land as a result the scale of housing and economic growth in the
plan. Consequently, the HRA includes a more detailed assessment of these impacts
including mitigation options where required.

9.1.3 Water quality

The HRA considered the impact on the Mersey Estuary SPA from diffuse water
pollution across Greater Manchester, as most rivers in Greater Manchester drain into
the River Mersey and discharge into the estuary. The most important source of
potential water pollution would be the discharge of untreated or partially treated
sewage into the watercourses resulting from population increases across Greater
Manchester, as a result of the scale of development proposed across the plan. United
Utilities who operate the drainage network in Greater Manchester have confirmed their
commitment to deliver water quality improvements in collaboration with partners and
deliver investment in their drainage infrastructure in line with their investment
programme. Furthermore, PFE Policy JP-S5 Flood Risk and the Water Environment
expects developers to incorporate sustainable drainage systems into development
proposals and the PFE allocations have policy requirements prioritising sustainable
drainage systems on the sites.

9.1.6 Recreational disturbance — Rixton Clay Pits SAC and Manchester Mosses
SAC

The HRA assessed if the PFE would cause recreational disturbances to Rixton Clay
Pits SAC and Manchester Mosses SAC from visitors. However, the HRA found that
the level of visitors to Rixton Clay Pits SAC was very low and vistors were typically
from the local area, the site is also managed. Manchester Mosses SAC is not
accessible to the public. Therefore, the HRA found that the PFE would not have a
detrimental impact on these sites from increased visitor pressure.

9.2 Conclusions from the Air Quality Habitats Regulations Assessment

The Air Quality Habitats Regulations Assessment has evaluated the potential effects
of changes in air quality for three cases:

» 2025 contribution from allocations: the air quality impacts associated with the PFE
Plan allocations in 2025.
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5.6

» 2040 contribution from allocations: the air quality impacts associated with the PFE
Plan allocations in 2040.

» 2040 contribution from allocations with link road: the air quality impacts associated
with the PFE Plan allocations in 2040 combined with the air quality impacts associated
with a new link road between the A57 and M62.

» The study has evaluated the increases in airborne concentrations of oxides of
nitrogen; in airborne concentrations of ammonia; in deposition of nitrogen from the
atmosphere; and in deposition of acid from the atmosphere to the designated habitat
sites within 10 km of the PFE plan boundary.

9.2.1 HRA Screening

The HRA Stage 1 Screening results indicated that there are no Likely Significant
Effects related to air quality for the following European sites, for all three of the cases
considered in this assessment. These sites were screened out of requiring further
analysis:

» Midland Meres & Mosses — Phase 1 (Ramsar site)
* Rostherne Mere (Ramsar Site)
* Rixton Clay Pits (SAC)

The HRA Stage 1 Screening results indicated that further analysis, in the form of an
HRA Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment, was required for each of the following
European sites for at least one of the three cases described above, and at least one
of the four potential impacts:

» Manchester Mosses (SAC).

Detailed reports are included in Appendix 2 Air Quality Habitats Regulations
Assessment, Appendix 3 Recreation study and Appendix 4 Statement on behalf of
United Utilities Water Limited in response to infrastructure capacity query.’

New Emerging Trafford Local Plan Assessment

Cumulative effects for air quality, recreational pressure, water quality and shipping are
considered in the Local Plan HRA Screening Report. This sets out that potential in-
combination effects on the Manchester Mosses SAC resulting from air quality issues
can be removed through appropriate amendments to the policies and conditions at the
development stage and potential in-combination effects on the Mersey Estuary SPA
resulting from water quality issues can be removed through appropriate amendments
to the policies and conditions at the development stage.
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6.0 Conclusions

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.5

There are four European sites (Natura 2000) within approximately 15km of the
Warburton Neighbourhood Area boundary and one 20km away.

It is considered unlikely that the WNDP policies would have a significant effect on any
of the European sites either alone or in combination. The NDP does not include any
site allocations but recognises and seeks to mitigate impacts related to the strategic
site proposed in the PFE strategic development plan and new emerging Trafford Local
Plan.

The scale of additional growth envisaged within WNDP is very limited and the
European sites identified are located some distance away, and therefore it is
considered that no further appropriate assessment work is required for the Submission
WNDP.

It is therefore recommended that Warburton Submission NDP should not be subject to
a detailed Habitats Regulations Assessment process.

23



Warburton NDP HRA Screening, Updated February 2025
Appendix 1 Site Improvement Plans and Evidence Packs

Rixton Clay Pits SAC

Improvement Programme for England’s Natura 2000 Sites (IPENS)
Planning for the Fulure

Site Improvement Plan
Rixton Clay Pits

&WM(m)mmwhmmmmnEWamdnmw England's Natura 2000 sites
{IPENS) Natura 2000 sites & the comtmed term for stes designated as Special Areas of Conservaton (SAC) and Spetial Protected Areas (SPA) This work has been
fnancialy supported by LIFE, 3 fnancial instrument of the Ewcpean Comnwnity

TMWIMIwu:‘wauM(mwmm}mumdmmmmmm”slmmm
o

poorey
of the feanses It d02E NOL COVES ISSUES Whers ramecial JCOns are aiready i place or ONQOINY Managemant activies which are

TRQUINGd for martenance

The SIF consists of three parts: & Summary table, mmmmmmmm 2 0etaled ACtons talie, which Sets OUt Who NSeds 1o 00 what, when
and how much It s estimatad 10 cost; and 3 set of tabias Containng contayiual and inks

Once this current p ends it that Natural England and others, g with and
MesUrEs 30 IMErove the cONABON of the features on hese sites.

The SIPs are basad on Natural England’s current evidence and knowledge The SIPs are not legal documents, they are ve documents Pl wil be updiated o refiect
ThANDES N O SVIIENCRANOWIEGDR Bnd 35 ACONS st undaramy. The mformation In the SIPs wit be used 10 update England's 1o tha UK's Pr Action
Framework (PAF)

The SiPs are not fomax consuitation cocuments, Hut f you nave any commants about e SIP of woukd The more Pdamation pieass emad us at
IPENSLFEPromct@raturaiengland org uk, or contact Natural England’s Responsibie Officer for the S8 via our enquiry service 0300 060 2900, or
engures@nauraengland orng uk

This Site kmpe Plan the following Natura 2000 site{s)

pers, will ali play 3 role in detverng e pronty

UK0D30265  Rixton Clay Pits SAC

M%Mnswbumdw:?nmmm.MﬂmomdMMwﬂ.m
swamp, wel woodland and meadow that have all developed within the llooded workings since quanmying ceased in the 1960s

Graat orested newt Trturus cnstatus are known 10 occur in &t kaast 20 ponds across the site, indeed the site supports the kargest population of graat
crested newts in Cheshire The resarve 1s now managed for wildife and ameanity purposes by the local authonty ranger senvice.
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Issues and Actions

Acton Acion descrption Cost satmate  Timescale Mecharvsm Funaing cpoan  Deltvery kead body Dsivery pamer(s)
18 Take endorcament acton iD Godress  Not yet 201415 Enforcement: Other  Local Authorty  Warmngton Borough Natural Engaang
My-toping. determined Counct
Ea

Site details

Rixton Clay Pits SAC 1165 Trturs crstatus: Great crested nowt

Sie location and links
Raxton Clay Pits SAC
Area (hal 13,99 Grid reference  SJB34901  Mag ek
Local Authortins

Sie Conservalion Olbyectives

European Marine Sile conssrvaion aovcs
Reguiaton 1333 Peckage

Marine Management Qrparnsason sfe pan
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Water Framework Directive (WFD)

Overlapping or adjacent protected sites

Sete{) of Special Scientine interest ($551)

Rixton Clay Pits SAC Rudon Clay Pits S8S1
Rixton Clay Pits SAC
Rixton Clay Pits SAC
Special Areas of Conservation {(SAC) and Spocul Protection Areas (SPA)
Rixton Clay Pits SAC

[ o2 ]
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Verson  Dare Commesy

10 V102014
“"—" Environment
Do AW Agency 'URAL
NATURA 2000 ' ENGLAND
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Manchester Mosses SAC

Improvement Programme for England's Natura 2000 Sites (IPENS)
Planning for the Future

Site Improvement Plan
Manchester Mosses

Ste wmprovement Plans (S995) have been developed for each Natra 2000 sife In England as part of e Improvement Programme for England’s Natua 2000 stes (IPENS)
Nabuea 2000 s4£$ 15 Ihe COMbINE teim for stes desgnated as Specal Areas of Conservation {SACH and Specia Protected Areas (SPA) This woek hias been Snancially
supported by LIFE, a fmancial af the ¢

The plan e 3 0gh level overyie umms(oomWNMHMIMM(NMNNN&W@MMMMNm;ammn\em
mmﬂwnwmmdmhmm 11 G0es NOL COVES HSUES WHEYE femadial ACONS Bre ATeady i pRace O ongong wivch are
reqared for manlenance

The S8 conzists of fwee parts. 3 Summary Latke, mmummmmmm a detated Actons lable, which Sets out who needs o do whal, when
and how much If &5 estmated 10 cost; and a set of tables -

Onee TG curTent p ends. tis P that Natural Englana and offers, g win s a0
Measures o IMprove he condron of e feanses on Mese SHes

The S195 are Dased on Natual Engrand's current awdence and knowseoge. The SIPs are not legal cocuments, they e Ivé 00cuments Tl will e upaated 10 refect changes n
our endencaknowtedge and 38 actions gel underway. The rformation n e SiPs will be used 1o update England's contnbubion 10 the UKY Priofised Acton Framewonk (PAF )

gors, wil af play a roke In detvwenng e prionty

The 5895 D0 not ormal CormsuRabon Sotuments. but If you firve iny Commels about e SIP o woulkd ke mare nlonaton pleate smal us &t
IPENSLIFEProjecii@naluratengland org uk, of contact Natural England's Responsibie Officer faf Ihe st via owr enguiry service 0300 060 3800, of
enquinesgnaturalengland org uk

This Site Improvement Plan covers the following Natura 2000 site(s)

UK0030200  Manchester Mosses SAC

Site description

wmmmwmdwwwmmmmh While mast of this bog has been converted to
mawwm examples have m;wwmmm best praserved exampiss Restey Moss, Astiey

A Bediord Mosses and Holcroft Moss make up the component SSSI of the Manchestor Mosses
MdemomummmdMMmmewdeMnmmumm

Erophorum veguiatian
establiishad over areas of iy mosses with sundew Drosérn rotunifods, (oss leaved heath Enca fedailx,
V luga by <y - e bog myrtle Myrica gale, maly

Priarty A msee
1 Hydlogkal charges  Fressure  H7120 Degraced rosec Combinaton of Cheshre Wikie Trust,
Do e withun sde and crestion Foresyy Commission. Lancs,
welland buffers Manchester and Nth
Merseysioe Wiahe Trust
Naturaé England, The Vikiile
Trust sor Lancs, Manchester
:c'nmm.
Geeal Manchestes Mossand
Project
2 Ar Polution mpactof  Fressure M7 120 Dogrased ralsed bog Dovelopment and Not yet dedermined
atmosphenc ntrogen ot 3 Ste
Ntrogen Achon Plan
2 |
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1 Hydrological changes

mmmmnmmmn nucmwmuum :
Achon Achion descrpbon Cost Tm Ao Fungng opton  Debvery fead 2ody Detvery partoer(s)
1A Re-weting project at Reskey Moss 10 £21,000 014-15 Existing Loct STAfundng  Warrngton Borough Geeat Mancheshee
creane wel woodksd and 1agg 10 Project Counct Mosziang Project
Bl (he moss and to diow more
natral bydrological funchion
Action Actoy desenption Cost Funing option  Debvevy ead 2oy Devery partnesis)
18 A smak area of the bund af the soxth £3.000 201418 Ruad Development Great Chestyre Wikdife Trust  Great Manchester
&0 of HOKIOR MOSS has & leak and Frogramme o Monchesier Mosstand Project
meeds amall scale ping 10 fix ine England (RDPE) Mossiandg
problkem Common Project, New
Policy Envronmental
2014-20 [(New Land
Management Scheme
Scheme) (NELMS)
AT ACKON QeSTOpNon Cost estinate  Tunescie kechanam FuvicAng 0pban  Destvery 8ad dody Delvery parmeris)
1€ Consider notcaton of Lancastice  Not yet 201516 Deaignaton sirategy  Not et Naturnl England Fomsiry Commission,
Wiksite Trast and Forostry determined (8S81) detennesd The Wisate Trust for
Ceatrorr kcasaghaiar o Larics, Mandhester and
Vv oRoo) Nih Merseyside
Acton Action gesception Cost estvnste  Timescase Mechanan Furdng optin  Destvery et body Detvery pavineris)
1D Create new areas of wetland o Not yet 20143 Habital creation / Hertage The Wholte Trust for Chsshire Wilditfe Trust,
buffer the masses and develop determned festoraton strategy.  Lotlery Funa Lance, Manchester avd  Great Manchester

Inkages bewoen the thiee Creaton of new (HLF), New N Mersey N Frogect

2 Air Pollution: impact of atmospheric nitrogen deposition

Acton Achon descopbon Cost T Fuoding opban  Dedtvery lsad body Delvery parmers)
2A  Confrol reduce and ameiorals Not yet 201420 She Nirogen Achon  Not yet NcE yot determned Not yet detenmmed
P s ¥ Pan cetennes
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Qualifying festures

Site details

Manchester Moszes SAC H7120 Degraded rased HOgs S Capabie of nalurat regeneration

Site location and linka

Manchester Moszes SAC
Avea ha) 172.81 Goxd peference  SJE1973 Mo ok
Local Authontes Wartinglon, W
Ewopean Marme St cons advice ua
Regutaton 3335 Package n
Lo Managument OnguEsIon 48 plan na

Waler Framework Directive (WFD)

Manchaster Mosses SAC

Rewor basn focein West BBMP

WED Manageme catchunent Mersey Estusry

WED Waterbody ID (Cycle 2 dran) GB112065061020
En
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Overlapping or adjacent protected sites

Site{a) of Special Scientitic Intereat (SSSH)

Manchester Mosses SAC Holoron Moss SSS

Agley & Bediond Mosses 555
Rigley Moss SSSI
Nafional Nature Resecve (NNR)
Manchester Mosses SAC wa
Manchester Mosses SAC wa
Spacial Areas of Conservation (S8AC) and Special Protection Arzas (SPA)
Manchester Moszes SAC i
/o |
Vernon  Dafe Comment
10 e

Environment
W Agency

WWW AU RGN BT LN RN 3900 -
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Rostherne Mere Ramsar
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1. Site Details

Rostherme Mero Ramsar
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Cantairn (5 dats © Crown Copyright end Sutetase nght 20214
European protected sites requiring nutrient neutrality strategic solutions Scale: 1:20,000
Component SSSis of

Rostherne Mere Ramsar

[ national Parks
Produced by Defra Spatial Data Sclence NATURAL
© Defra 2021, reproducad with the permission of Natural England, hitp://www naturalengiand.org. ukicopyright. Ef\SLAND

© Crown Coyright and database nghts 2021. Ordnance Survey Icanca number 100022021

Rostherne Mere Ramsar — Evidence Pack
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Midland Meres and Mosses Phase 1 Ramsar

Improvement Programme for England’s Natura 2000 Sites (IPENS)
Planning for the Future

Site Improvement Plan
West Midlands Mosses

S2e improvement Plns (SiPs) have boen developed for each Nasura 2000 site n England as part 's Natura 2000 stes

(FENS) mmmummmbﬂmmsmm«mtmmwmmmn Thes work has baen

financiaty supponad by LIFE. 2 inancial instrument of e Europaan Community

The plan provides 3 Tgh level overvisw of e issues (Doth curent and predictad) atfecting the condition of the Natura 2000 faatures on the site(s) and cutines e prdety
br‘-— 0 mprove the of the f It does mot cover msues where remedal achons are aready n place or anQang managament which are

required for mantenance

The SiP consasts of tree parts: 2 Summory table, which sais out tie prorty lssues and Measures; a detalled Actons tatie, which sets out who needs %o do weal. when
and how much 1t s esimated 10 COSE and 3 52t of tables containing contecdual Informeasion and inks.

Once this current programme ends, ummmmiammm rhing with land and managers. will al play 3 role in delverng e poooty
mummmammmmm

mmnmmm s ourrent dge. The SIPs are rot legad they are tve that wil be updated o reflect
s mwamwmmmnmmuumbmmwﬂ 0 the UCs F Action
MQWI

The SiPs are nat formal consultation documents, but if you have any comments about the SI2 or would Ike more information please emal us at
IPENSUF EProeci@naturalengiand org uk, of contact Natura! England’s Responsible Officer for the Ste via our enguity service 0200 060 2000, or
org uk

This Site inprovement Plan covers the following Natura 2000 site{s)
UKD013595  West Midlands Mosses SAC

Site description

The West Midlands Mosses compeises four sites: Clarepool Moss, Abbots Mass, Chartiey Moss and Wybunbury Moss.

These supporn basin which have developed as quaking Schwingmoors, logether with a vanety of assocated hollows and
mmmmdmwm%dwmmmmwawm“

1 Water Foluton Pressure  H3140 Ackd peat-stained Ies and ponds, H7140 Very wet mmm Ermronment Agency, Forest
mres ofen identfied by an unsiabie "quaking’ surtace noease e Wea  Ererpnse. Natunal England
dwmwmuu
catchmonts
2 Hydolopod changes  Presswre  H3160 Aokl peat-staned lakes and ponds. H7140 Very wet Mnigate the mpact of histone Errironment Agency, Naturs
es ofen Identiod by an Unstabe ‘quaking’ surtace o > gar
theough mproved waler:
Aowing naturalissd wates
3 ArPoluson pactof  Pressarm  H3160 Ackd peat-staned hes and ponds, H7 140 Very wel Raducs T Impact of nuwm
Simosphesic nitogen mires ofen idemfied by an unstabie ‘quaking’ surtace THrOQan JepOsmon
4 Inappropnate scnib Pressum  H3180 Acid paat-staned lakes and ponds, H7140 Very wel ASSNONS cearance of Soub  Natural Englang
cortrol mres ofen Kentiied by an unstalie ‘quaking surtace Nmmm

5 Game managemern Treeat HI160 Ackd paat-stained lakes and ponds, H7 140 Very wet Ensure pheasant rexing Natural England
phaasant reanng mires ofen dentfied by an unstatie "quaking’ surtace MANBDEMEN! 4 Sustainates

6 Forsatry and wooolad  Tiveat mtnmwwmwmmmv-ym Establsh 3 sutable cper  Forest Enterprse
management mres often identfied by an unstabie ‘quaking’ surtace tufler area around mire
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7 Mavitat ragmentation  Theeat H3160 Ao pegt-stained kes and ponds, HT 140 Vary wet Work in pariership 10 secure Cheshine Wikaile Trust, Forest
nires often idertified by an unstable ‘quaking surfacs buffer and catchment Entarprise,

Issués and Actions

1 Water Pollution

Action Action desciplion Cost sstimate  Timescale Mechanem Funding ophon  Delvery lead body Debvery pertnes(s)
18 Invesigate amanding the boundary  £40.000 2015106 Designation Ratural Natural Erglane Vo
of Mass ana Wybunbury strategy. Notficaton  England
Moss 0 BrsUre Adaquate Amendmant
protection for he SAC
featres
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Action Acton descpton Cost T it e Funding option - Dedvery fead body Delivery paviner(s)

1€ Rechxe dfise polubon Twough £20,000 01520 Engand Catchvmant  Rurad Natwural England na
dvice and avaliablo capetal grants. A Seensfive Farming  Devselopment
Pagh proporson of each of the four (CSF) Programme
calchments s under fgh nutnient (RDPE)
inpul L use Incuang
brffier and & 0 mai2edarabie fisos
adacent o Carepoct Moss and
Wtunbury Moss.
ACTON  ACEON JRSCDON Costeatmae  Timescale  Mechanem Funding opoon  Daiivery #ad body Delvery paner(s!
1D Redute the high proportion of sach  £40,000 01520 Rurdd Development  Rursd Natural England wa
Of e four catchments unosr high Programma for Devetopmant
mutrent nput Kana Use INCang by Enga Progr
Lapetng the promason of agr- Common (ROPE)
agresments at Al Policy
butfer land @ g. mace 2014-20 (New
faratie adacent 1o Land
Moss Wytunbury Management
Schame)
Action  Acon descripto Cost estmate  Timescaie  Mechansm Funding option  Delivery lead body Delvery parineris?
1E  Mdeniify exting seplic tanks £7,000 201516 Dittyse Wodee Emwonment  Not yet detemuned Envronment Agency,
COnritating sxoess mments o Poliuton Plan Agency, Natural England
Crarepool Moss and Wturbury Naturx
Moss and seek 10 IMpoove these Englang,
Watsr
Framework
Dwactrm
(WFD)
&
ACON  ACTON GRSCADDON Coof esatmate  Timescae Mechancem Funding option  Defvery iead body Daivery parternis)
W Reduce eutruphicaion £15.000 21445 Non-Natural Natural Local partnership Forest £ ¥
e A e o e
Poot) by and revisng the management plan Waler
nmw?mm Framesons
maragement on e Drectne
adacent Delamens Nursery (WFD), Forest
Acon Action descrpiton Cost setmate  Timeacals Aechanesm Foncing aption  Deiwery mad body Dedvery partnen(s)
1G Improve the understanding of the 5,000 2415 Investigaton / Envdronment Environment AQancy Natural Engarg
of shalow Resaarch ) Agency,
grouncwater. at and Abbots Monkoreg Natuss
Mass by continung to manitor and Englara,
an3yse torshake Water
Frameson
Deective
(WFD)
- All of the component 3/eg8 0f TaRSE0N Mmire & IMPactsd by Nslone dranage. At Clavepool, Charey and Wybunbury  of this Aamage Nas baen partialy
TEPAred hut Rurtnar Measures t restors 3 naturalised hydmlogy are neaded in all I0CHLONS. AS well s surlace mmwmw
mechaniam 10 the mosses. Hence the SAC 15 vuinscatia 10 roundwater AbSIACECNS and amficial fooding :"
Action Acton descnphion Cosf estimate  Timescale Mechamam Funding option mymm Dadvery parmers)
2A  Negotiate % secure roqurod water  Not yet 2016-18 Advice: Negotaton  Nalurs Naoral Ergland Emaronment Agency
lovels by instalnglentancing eostng determined Englana
ONg-Ie water CoNol struchres
Clarspool Moss may require an
anad more robust watee
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Action  Achon descrption Cost astimate  Timescaie Mechawem Fundng option  Dalivery lead body Delvevy partnen(s)

i) Install new and entance exsting £20,000 200018 Nationy Natwre Naturad Natura England wa
ong-isnm water cortrol structures to Resarve INNR) Englang
management plan

3 Air Pollution: impact of atmaspheric nitrogen deposition

NOOen Jeposiion e)cesds e relevant Crtical iads

Acton Acton dascripbon Cost sstimate  Timescas Mechanam Funcing option  Delivery fead body’ Delvery parer(s)
3A  Control, reduce and amelorale Not y=t 2014-20 Ste Nitrogen Action  Not yet Not yet dstermined Not yet determned
3tmosphacic NMirogen Imp Pan detarmined

4 Inappropriate scrub control

mmmm-manmmm FE-CORNMBITON by SCIUD, Typecally T ana pine 3s 0 consaquance of past DG
2.9 NSO NAINDZS AT CLMMUTVE PAANENE Snvichmant togethor Wit memmmﬂmmd“ 2
0 mirs Rabitat by mcragsing the rate of drying out and by 16 adation of marients.

Action Achion GasCrpion Cost estimata  Timesca@ Machaniam Funding option  Delvery kead dody Dulvery partrer(s

aa WWMM'M £65,000 20157 National Naowre Natyrd Natw England na
amas and lurther recuce tha Resarve (NNR) Engrana
former transacn mire habitat at
Chartigy Moss and Wiynbunbury

"y
5 Game mansgement: pheasant rearing

wmmm—dmp—-nmummmmnnammawumm Erusion may be
casad by 3hoot SCNDeS and ACCESS resinichions dus 10 Shooting can resinict rewesing and Consenvasan managemant achvites.

Action  ACHOn 0RsCIpoon Coar ™ A Funaing opbon  Detvery Bag bogy Detsvery partner(a)
SA  Revewpheasant eanng pracices Nt yet s Agvice: Oer Natural Natural England na
and where ey affoct SAC Saatures  Gsterminsd Englang
and agree
6 Forestry and woodiand managesent
Inapprogriate woodiand managemant, o axample $w of land i clowe o Abbots Moss could cause shade, nutrent enrchmant and enhanced evapo-
rarapiration and serve s an undesradie seed sourco for scrub (e ¢ Pre)
Acton ACHon JRsCpoon Coat astmate  Timeccae Mochanzm Funaing apoon  Detvery lead bogy Dedevery partner(s)
A 04 Advice Farest Forest Enserprise wa
Enerprse

7 Habitst fragmentation

he sites e smak mmmmmmmdwm mwnnmvmwwmu
mmmcu:mwnmmm and Wytanbury Moss in 1ecent 0acades of the whte-13c80 darfar oragonty, 3 Specks.
0n gysToptiC poass. The donor popuiaton 15 More than 20 mies ey

Action  ACHON gescrpfion Cost estmare  Timescale Machanism Funding option  Delvery Bad bogy Dobvery partner(s)
TA wamm £150.000 01524 Farnesship Rural Meares and Mossas NIA - Cheshee Wiale Trust,
greement. Ot Development Forest Enterprise,
bmﬂmmwm Programmme Nadural England,
=900es and habdat seppng stone (ROPE), Shropshire Widite
peatiand siles &g Delamere Loat Hestage Trust, Satlordshir
Mosses Partnecship for Abbols Moss Lottery Fund vakEds Trust
and the Meres and Mosses NiA with (HLF), Landt
respect 10 Ctispool Moss and o
Wyburbury Moss.



Warburton NDP HRA Screening, Updated February 2025

Qualifying features

Site details

West Midlands Mosses SAC

H7140 Transition mres and quaking bogs

Site location and hnks

Wast Midlands Mosses SAC

Area (hal 18418 G refesence  SKO26282  Map ik
Local Authonmes

Site Conservation Olyectves

Eoropean Manne Se Consenvaion aonee {153
Reguiaton 3333 Package ma
Marme Management Qrganisaton sifo plan

Water Framework Ditective (WED)

West Midiands Mosses SAC

River basin Humper REMP

WD Managemert carchment Trert Valey Saffordshire

WFD Waterbody (D (Cyoie 2 draft) na

Localy revised Conservanon DoOcives na

Agdboral information on localy rewsed na

Consenvation Objectves

EA/ NE agreed REMP ke SAC farpets Propmes total phosehens tarets 1or Lake.
Naturp 2000 Protecssd Areg Specil Arege of
: : :
Manapemee cian consuilaton

River Restoration Plan

Sowce of NorMason on M Iesforatan pkans r SAC nvers whive these are & place or phanned. with Anks 1o documentation where tha /s Svaladin

Wanpage knk Restonng Desgnated Rivers na

River Restoraton Flan docoment na

Aiver bazn Narth West REMP

WD Manapement caltiyment WeaweriGowy
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WFD Waterody (D (Cycie 2 arat? na

Localy revised Consenvaion Cdecives na

Addibonal intrmanon o focaly revised na

Objectves

EA/ NE agreed REMP iake SAC farpets na

River Restoration Plan

Source of Information on Nver rESIrannn plans for SAC Nvers niers thess are in place or panned, mith Anks 10 JOCMEEaion Whers th & avalable.

Wabnape bnk Resforing Desgnated Rvers na

Rver Restoration Plan document na

Roaver basin Seryom REMP

WED Mansgement catchment Stvopstyre Mddle Sevem

WFD Waterbody 10 (Cycle 2 drafty nia

Locally remised Conservation Otjectives na

Agsonal Inmanon on locally revissd na

Consenvaton Obectves

EN NE agreed RBMP lake SA4C farpets na

River Restoration Plan

Soceoe of informedion o rver rEStoration plans for SAC nvers nhene these are i plce or pIanned, with Anka 10 JOCnSslon whers the i avalabe

Wabpape ink: Resnonng Desipnated Rvers: 03

Rwer Restoraton Flan document na

(1013
Overlapping or adjacent protected sites

Site{s) of Special Scientific Interest (S55)

West Midiands Mosses SAC Ctarepocl Moss SSSI
Charsey Moss SSSI
Abbots Moss 5881
Wytnnbury Moss SSSI

West Madlands Mosses SAC Chantey Moss NNR
Wytunbury Moss NNR

West Midlands Mosses SAC Mickane Meees & Mosses Phase 1
Mictang Meres & Mosses Phase 2

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection Arsas (SPA)

Wast Medlands Mosses SAC na
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Mersey Estuary SPA and Ramsar

Improvement Programme for England's Natura 2000 Sites (IPENS)
Planning for the Future

Site Improvement Plan
Mersey Estuary

Sie Improvement Pans (SIPs) have been oeveloped for each Natura 2000 ste in England as part of e

sor Natura 2000 stes

VIO

(IPENS} Nﬂhlﬂmmﬁmmmm“mmﬂ‘wmum“mc)nsmmﬂ“[sp‘) This work has been

by LIFE, o of the pean C

The plan peovides & Ngh ves overvies of the 56065 (Do Curent and pradicied) affectng the conanon of he Natura 2000 features on e sdo(s) and cuthnes e
MEFSres requned 1) IMprove e condion of the Teatures. I G0 NOT LOVET BSUES WHEre TeMedia ACkens are aFeady in place o 0NgaINg 0

procty
whicn are

required for maimienance.
The SIP consests of twes pans. & Summary Tatee, which seis ouf the pnonty 1Ssues and Medsures, i detaled ACtons tibke, wiioh 3615 Out who Neeas 10 30 whal when
and how much i 5 estimated 10 cost; and a set of tables g and knks
Once thes current progs ends s hat Natura Engand and ofwess, g Wil and well ol plary & role 1 defwering B priorty
measures (0 Improve Be condBon of the feslures on these sies

% current and ge. The SIPs are not . they e Ive hat wil be updated 1o reflect

The SIPs are based on Natural Engl

MRS 1N OUN evioer
Framework (PAF)

fegat
g6 and a5 SCHONS 06t unoscady. THE INTOMSaN0n 1 Me SIPS wit be Used to updats Englands

% e UK's Prioitsed Action

The SIPS are not foomal consaAlaton documents, but i you Bave any Comments aboul e SIP o woukd e More MINMAonN phase emaf us o
IPENSLIFEPTojectinataraiengland org uk. o contact Natural England's Responsible OR0er for e 580 via 0ur enguiry service 0300 060 3900, o
enqunes@natmkngand

o Uk
This Site Improvement Plan covers the following Natura 2000 site(s)
UK$005131  Mersey Estuary SPA

Site description

on the northern and southem shores of the astuary, dstinct ansas of ocky shore and areas of saltmarsh which

constantly eroding and acoreting.
num“nmﬁmwamwnmmmmmwmammwmn

i s ot
uﬂmdmmmsm:mﬂmm

Plan Summary

Priordy & lsaue Peature(y| afecien

) Burasian

ADSKNE 7
A156(NB) Black-1alked Godwil, A162(NB) Common 4
Watertud assemittage

2 P ALAND) C ADS2(NS) £ tet,

Threat AOSYNE) Prrad
3 Pubic Fressure  AGSHNE) Puda, A14OIND) Goden Plover, A1SEND | Bk
ACORSYDISINDanco tnsed Godwd, ANE2(NE) Common recshank.
3

43

prerading an important feeditg habiat for birds. The estuary also provides extensive roosting
during the wintar for duck and wader species and for supporbng wader populalions

The Mersey Estuiry is 8 shehered estuary and compnses an unusual configuration with & nierow mouth and wide shallow basin 1t is composed of

ot high
sites for lape
moving wlong the

ophiors. Liverpool Cey Council, Natural
for Canaca geese and England, RSPS
monter 1or other mvastve
non-native Speces
Engage wilh the putibe %o Haton Borougn Counce,
Lwerpoot Coy Council, Natural
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Issues and Actions

Changes In species dm'mmf ons

Focently commEissoned repors indicate here tavo been mammuummummummmumw

nvestigate and undersiand reasons for hese thanges. -.

Action Action descrpton Cost T » Funding opoon  Detvery kead body Mmmmn

1A Invesdgate ted decines £30.000 201517 Investigation ¢ Noual Natural Englana RSPE_British Trust s
! Gl Omenelogy (BT0)

asive species

The Canada geese has sgIfcanty Ncreased on the site TRSOUITH COMPABton Wilh S0mME BIJ Specks & g nmmmm

-'m:munwnmnwmmnm mm SUCh & CIiNeSe RN Cab.

ACTON Action gescripton Cost T ' Funavg optnn  Dedvery iBad ody Detvery patner(s)

2A Investgale management options for - £10.000 01518 Inwasive Corerol Natwal Natwral England Livespool Cy Councd,
Canady gresse Plan rwasve England RSFE

Speces Conrol
Frogramme

Acton Action gescrpos Cost Funaing cptioh  Dedvery lead Sody Doxvevy paners)

28  Monior the estuary for evidence of  £20,000 W58 Irwasive Corerol Hatoral Natural Englana North Wesiem inshore
mitien cab, and mwessgate 85 Plan vasve England Fisheres Conservaton
polmmmmnsm Speces Conbrol Aumrocty (IFCA)

Programme
Ex

Users of public footpaths immediately adjacent 10 the north shore of the site can cause disturbance 10 birds roosting and feeding at this location.

Action Action description Cost Funaing option  Delivery lead body Detvery partner(s)
Minimise disturbance by recreational  £10,000 2016 Advice: Education &  Natural Natural England Haiton Borough
USers via signage, awareness raising raising gl Counci, Liverpool City
and education Councl
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Site details

Qualttying features

Mersey Estuary SPA ADS(NE) Anas oreccy Eurasian teal
ADSENG) TaoOma tacoma: Common snekasck
ADSANB) Anas acuts Northem pintas
ATAOING) Pvils aprnana - Eurcpesn golden plver
AISENB) Limeaa imosa ity Black-taled godwt

ATE2INB) Trnga Itanus. Common recshank

AT4ND) Caletriz aiwaa apes: Durin

Site location and links

Wersey Estuary SPA
Avea () 5023.38 Gind referance 8451800 g ok
St Consenmbon Oopctives Messey Cxlany S04
ELropein Marne SHe consenviion aowoe Mnoy Estumy SOA
Reguaten I35 Package Toguiian 30 Paceae s
Marine Management Opanaation e pan na

En

Water Framewok Directive (WFD)

Mersey Estuary SPA

Fiver basyt Norh West Moo West BEME
WFD Management cafcsyment Mersey Estuary. Weaver\Gowy

WFD Waternody 1D (Cyvie 2 arart) G 112068060330, GB 112085060320
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Overlapping or adjacent protected sites
Site(s) of Speclsl Sclentific interest (85S)) |

Marzey Estuary SPA New Farry SSS1
Mersey Estuary 5551

National Natura Reserve (NNR)

Mersey Estuary SPA na

T
Mersey Estuary SPA Mersey Estuary

Special Arsas of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protaction Ammas (SPA)
Mersey Estuary SPA nia

Versun  Datn Comment
03 1102014

@ Environment
VW Agency

X3
X
www naturalsngland cog o ipens 2000
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Appendix 2 Red List Bird Species Recorded at Carrington Moss

(Source: https://friendsofcarringtonmoss.com/endangered-species/ )

e House sparrow
e Tree sparrow

e Willow Tit

e Starling

¢ Ring Ouzel

e Spotted Flycatcher
e Cuckoo

o Grey Wagtall

e Linnet

e Cornbunting

e Whinchat

e Grasshopper Warbler
o Fieldfare

e Skylark

o Grey Partridge
o Yellow Hammer
e Song Thrush

e Mistle Thrush

e Redwing

e Lapwing

e Yellow Wagtail

48


https://friendsofcarringtonmoss.com/endangered-species/

Warburton NDP HRA Screening, Updated February 2025

Appendix 3 Copies of Responses of Consultation Bodies to
Initial SEA Screening Assessment, June 2023

Natural England

Date: 26 July 2023
Ourref: 439975
Your ref: Warburton Neighbourhood Development Plan

Louise Kirkup

Kirkwells on behalf of Warburton Prish Council Hombeam House
Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
BY EMAIL ONLY Civie
Cheshire
louisekirkup@kirkwells.co_uk CW16GJ
Neighbourhoodplan@warburtonparishcouncil.org
Localplan.consultation@trafford. gov.uk T 0300 060 3900

Dear Louise Kirkup
Warburton Neighbourhood Plan - SEA Screening and HRA Screening Opinion Consultation
Thank you for your consuitation on the above dated and received by Natural England on 29 June 2023.

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations,
thereby contributing to sustainable development.

It is Natural England’s advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that
significant effects on statutorily designated nature conservation sites or landscapes are
unlikely.

Natural England have been working with Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA) on the
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) for Places for Everyone which covers Greater Manchester
and wider growth beyond Warburton.

On the basis of Places for Everyone becoming adopted and the mitigation being brought forward,
Natural England are of the opinion that the neighbourhood plan is unlikely to significantly affect any
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection area
(SPA), Ramsar wetland or sites in the process of becoming SACs or SPAs (‘candidate SACs',
‘possible SACs', ‘potential SPAs’) or a Ramsar wetland.

The plan area is also unlikely to have a significant effect on a National Park, Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty or Heritage Coast, and is unlikely to impact upon the purposes for which these areas
are designated or defined

Natural England does not hold information on the location of significant populations of protected
species, so is unable to advise whether this plan is likely to affect protected species to such an extent
as to require an SEA. Further information is included in Natural England’s standing advice on protected
species.

Furthermore, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all environmental
assets. The plan may have environmental impacts on priority species and/or habitats, local wildlife
sites, soils and best and most versatile agricultural land, or on local landscape character that may be
sufficient to warrant an SEA. Information on ancient woodland, ancient and veteran trees is set out in
Natural England/Forestry Commission standing advice

We therefore recommend that advice is sought from your ecological, landscape and soils advisers,

local record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local soils, best and most versatile
agricultural land, landscape, geodiversity and biodiversity receptors that may be affected by the plan
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Detore determinng whether o SEA 15 necessary

Notural England reserves the nght 10 provide Iuther advice on the envronmental assessment of the
plan. This nchades any third party appeal B06INSE Giry SCIeening deciSion you may make Ifa SEA s
required, Natural England must be consulled at The Scoping and environmentsl report stages

Ploase S6nd ny New CONUAtons., of Turther INKXMAton on this Consultation 1o
ConsuRSbONIInatul alengland ofg uk
Yours sincerely

Zoe Haysted, Sustainabie Development Load Adviser
Wetlands, Water and Woodlands (Cheshire to Lancashire)
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Appendix 4 Copies of Responses of Consultation Bodies to
HRA Screening Assessment, September 2024

1. Natural England

Date: 05 September 2024
Ourref: 481031
Your ref. Warburton Neighbourhood Development Plan

Warburton Parish Council

Hombeam House

Crewe Business Park
BY EMAIL ONLY Way
Neighbourhoodplan@warburtonparishcouncil.org gm’em

CW186GJ

T 0300 D&Q 3900

Dear Warburton Parish Council

Warburton Neighbourhood Plan - Pre-submission Regulation 14 Consultation
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated and received by Natural England on 29 June 2023.

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations,
thereby contributing to sustainable development.

It is Natural England's advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that
significant effects on statutorily designated nature conservation sites or landscapes are
unlikely.

Natural England have been working with Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA) on the
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) for Places for Everyone which covers Greater Manchester
and wider growth beyond Warburton.

It is our advice, on the hasis of the material supplied with the consultation, that, in so far as our
environmental interests are concerned (including but not limited to statutory designated sites,
landscapes and protected species, geology and soils), that there are unlikely to be significant
environmental effects from the proposed Neighbourhood Plan that were not covered in the Integrated
Assessment and the Habitats Regulations Assessment of the adopted Places for Everyone Strategy.
Therefore, the proposed Neighbourhood Plan would not require a full Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) or a Habitats Regulations Assessment.

The plan area is aiso unlikely to have a significant effect on a National Park, Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty or Hentage Coast, and is unlikely to impact upon the purposes for which these areas
are designated or defined.

Natural England does not hold information on the location of significant populations of protected
species, so is unable to advise whether this plan is likely to affect protected species to such an extent
as to require an SEA. Further information is included in Natural England’s standing advice on protected
species.

Furthemmore, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all environmental
assets. The plan may have environmental impacts on priority species and/or habitats, local wildiife
sites, soils and best and most versatile agricultural land, or on local landscape character that may be
sufficient to warrant an SEA. Information on ancient woodland, ancient and veteran trees is set out in
Natural England/Forestry Commission standing advice.

We therefore recommend that advice is sought from your ecological, landscape and soils advisers,
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local record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local soils, best and most versatile
agricultural land, landscape, geodiversity and biodiversity receptors that may be affected by the plan
before determining whether a SEA is necessary.

Please send any new consultations, or further information on this consultation to
consultafions@naturalengland org.uk.

Yours faithfully

Zoe Haysted, Sustainable Development Higher Officer
Wetlands, Water and Woodlands (Cheshire to Lancashire)
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For more information on the contents of this document contact:

Louise Kirkup

Director

Kirkwells

Lancashire Digital Technology Centre
Bancroft Road

Burnley

Lancashire

BB10 2TP

01282 872570




